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THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

The Liturgy for the Proclamation of the Word of God  

and the Celebration of the Holy Communion 

Children’s activity bags are available on the bench by the Baptistry.  

Please return them after the Service.  

Choral Prelude  People, Look East      (Traditional, arr. Tom Brand) 

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell 

Processional Hymn # 66  Come , Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

 

 

The Word of God 

The people standing, the Celebrant may say 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 



thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Trisagion S # 102  sung three times 

 

 
The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 

The Lord be with you. 

People  And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your 

Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; 

who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

for ever. Amen. 

The Readings 

INTRODUCTION: In our opening reading, the prophet Isaiah insists that King Ahaz will receive 

a sign from God, whether he wants it or not, the sign of a young woman bearing a son to be 

called Emmanuel. 

A Reading from the Scroll of the Prophet Isaiah (7:10-16) 

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your God; 

let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will 

not put the LORD to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it 

too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the 

Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall 



bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the 

time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child 

knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two 

kings you are in dread will be deserted.”. 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18         the congregation is invited to join in the Refrain 

 

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 

stir up your strength and come to help us. 

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

4 O LORD God of hosts, * 

how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people? 

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 

you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 

and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 

the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 

give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

18 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 



INTRODUCTION: In this reading, St. Paul greets the new disciples in Rome and summarizes the 

gospel message. 

A Reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Romans (1:1-7) 

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the 

gospel of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 

scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David 

according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power according to 

the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through 

whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith 

among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including yourselves who are 

called to belong to Jesus Christ, To all God's beloved in Rome, who are called to 

be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Hymn # 54     Savior Of The Nations, Come! 

 

 

 

Then, all standing, the Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

INTRODUCTION: The Gospel reading this morning tells the story of the birth of Jesus. 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (1:18-25) 

People  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 



Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 

Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to 

be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and 

unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just 

when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 

and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the 

child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to 

name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to 

fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the virgin 

shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, 

“God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until 

she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

After the Gospel, the Reader says 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to thee, O Christ. 

The Sermon            The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman 

The Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God,  

begotten, not made,  

of one Being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven:  

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  



On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the Prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 

From the depths of our souls, and in heightened expectancy of the coming of the 

Messiah, let us offer our prayers, responding, “O come, O come, Emmanuel.”  

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the Prayers of the People 

+ O come, Emmanuel and purify our conscience, that we may be an empty vessel 

prepared for the coming of your Word; let us pray.  

O come, O come, Emmanuel.  

+ O Wisdom, open our eyes to the signs of your grace in the world about us, and 

bind us to your will, that we may bear witness to your abundant life; let us pray.  

O come, O come, Emmanuel.  

+ O Lord of Might, strengthen us by your humility, that as we drink from the tears 

of the poor, and eat from their outstretched hands, we may be filled with the riches 

of enduring faith; let us pray.  

O come, O come, Emmanuel.  

+ O Branch of Jesse, stretch out your limbs of hope, that all the peoples of the 

world may come under the shade of your tree, where war shall cease and the fruits 

of love flourish; let us pray.  

O come, O come, Emmanuel.  

+ O Key of David, unlock our fear of those who differ from us, and remind us that 

the essence of our being is one, united across nations and races, cultures and time; 

let us pray.  

O come, O come, Emmanuel.  



+ O Dayspring from on high, fill us with thanksgiving at the beginning of the day, 

and when night falls place within us a heart of gratitude; let us pray.  

O come, O come, Emmanuel.  

+ O Desire of Nations, grant our leaders moral and ethical wholesomeness, that 

together with them we may form a just and righteous society; let us pray.  

O come, O come, Emmanuel.  

+ O come, Emmanuel, do not tarry; to the dead bring life, to the living hope, and to 

all creation the renewal of your first gifts; let us pray.  

O come, O come, Emmanuel.  

In the communion of the Blessed Mother of Jesus and all your saints, let us 

continue our prayers, either aloud in our midst or silently in our hearts.  

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

O God, the creator and preserver of all mankind, we humbly beseech thee 

for all sorts and conditions of men; that thou wouldest be pleased to make thy ways 

known unto them, thy saving health unto all nations. More especially we pray for 

thy holy Church universal; that it may be so guided and governed by thy good 

Spirit, that all who profess and call themselves Christians may be led into the way 

of truth, and hold the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in 

righteousness of life. Finally, we commend to thy fatherly goodness all those who 

are in any ways afflicted or distressed, in mind, body, or estate; that it may please 

thee to comfort and relieve them according to their several necessities, giving them 

patience under their sufferings, and a happy issue out of all their afflictions. And 

this we beg for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen.  

Confession of Sin 
The Celebrant says 

Ye who do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and 

charity with your neighbors, and intend to lead a new life, following the 

commandments of God, and walking from henceforth in his holy ways: Draw near 

with faith, and make your humble confession unto Almighty God, devoutly 

kneeling. 
Silence may be kept. 

Almighty God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

maker of all things, judge of all men:  

We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins  

and wickedness,  

which we from time to time most grievously have committed, 



by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty,  

provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us.  

We do earnestly repent,  

and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings;  

the remembrance of them is grievous unto us,  

the burden of them is intolerable.  

Have mercy upon us,  

have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;  

for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,  

forgive us all that is past;  

and grant that we may ever hereafter  

serve and please thee in newness of life,  

to the honor and glory of thy Name;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Priest, stands and says  

May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto you absolution and remission of 

all your sins, but also time for true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace 

and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Peace 
The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And with thy spirit. 

The Holy Communion 

The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences of Scripture. 

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving,  

and make good thy vows unto the Most High. Psalm 50:14 

Offertory Anthem           Song of Mary        Harold Friedell (1905-1958) 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 

People  It is meet and right so to do. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 



It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and 

in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting 

God. Because thou didst send thy beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, 

and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in 

power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice 

to behold his appearing. Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the 

company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising 

thee, and saying,  

Sanctus  Missa 'Resonet In Laudibus'            Jacob Handl (1550-1591) 

       “Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Hosts., 

heaven and earth are full of thy glory.  

  Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord 

  Hosanna in the highest.” 

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the consecration prayer 

Then the Celebrant continues 

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, 

and didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine 

only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the 

cross for our redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole 

world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a 

perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is 

my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 

to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, 

which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye 

shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, 

with these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath 

commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious 

death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming 

again with power and great glory.  

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy 

Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they 

may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ.  



And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise 

and thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our 

souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy 

Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son 

Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that 

we and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell 

in us, and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord;  

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor 

and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN.  

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Breaking of the Bread S # 153 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

A period of silence is kept. Then may be sung or said 

 

 

Agnus Dei  Messe de Minuit pour Noël    Marc-Antoine Charpantier (1643-1704) 

Translation:  O Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 



The following prayer may be said. The People may join in saying this prayer 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in 

our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy 

so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord 

whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to 

eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may 

evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

Behold the Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance 

that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

All baptized Christians of all ages and denominations are welcome to receive 

Communion in this place. This is God’s house and the Lord’s table, not ours 

Those wishing to receive Communion should come forward to the Altar rail as directed. The 

Celebrant will intinct the wafer in the chalice and place the consecrated host in the open 

hands or upon the tongue of the communicant, as desired. 

Gluten free wafers are available. Just ask at the altar rail if you wish one. 

If you need to receive Communion in the pews, just let the ushers know 

Communion Hymn # 316 This Is The Hour Of Banquet And Of Song 

 

 

 



 
Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou 

dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious 

Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby 

of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate 

in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and 

are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly 

beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may 

continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast 

prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee 

and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing 

May the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts 

and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 

and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be 

amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

Closing Hymn # 81 Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming 

 



 

 

 
Let us bless the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Organ Postlude  
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