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HOLY COMMUNION 

Masks are recommended in the church, but are optional 

Children’s activity bags are available on the bench by the Baptistry.  

Please return them after the Service.  

There is a furnished children’s room downstairs with soft toys and rugs,  

if parents wish to use it. 

Prelude 

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell 

Opening Hymn # 128     We Three Kings Of Orient Are 

 

 

 

 



 

The Word of God 
The people standing, the Celebrant may say 

Celebrant  Blessed be our God. 

People  For ever and ever. Amen. 

The congregation joins in singing the Trisagion, three times 

The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 

God be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

The Celebrant says the Collect. 

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples 

of the earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may 

see your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



The Readings 

A Reading from the Scroll of the Prophet Isaiah 

“Get out of bed, Jerusalem! Wake up. Put your face in the sunlight. GOD’s 

bright glory has risen for you. The whole earth is wrapped in darkness, all people 

sunk in deep darkness, But GOD rises on you, his sunrise glory breaks over you. 

Nations will come to your light, kings to your sunburst brightness. Look up! Look 

around! Watch as they gather, watch as they approach you: Your sons coming 

from great distances, your daughters carried by their nannies. When you see them 

coming you’ll smile—big smiles! Your heart will swell and, yes, burst! All those 

people returning by sea for the reunion, a rich harvest of exiles gathered in from 

the nations! And then streams of camel caravans as far as the eye can see, young 

camels of nomads in Midian and Ephah, Pouring in from the south from Sheba, 

loaded with gold and frankincense, preaching the praises of GOD. And yes, a great 

roundup of flocks from the nomads in Kedar and Nebaioth, Welcome gifts for 

worship at my altar as I bathe my glorious Temple in splendor.” 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 71  the congregation is invited to stand and sing the metrical psalm 

Choir only, to sing verses 1,2, 6 

1. Send us, O God, the One whose reign  

     Will make your justice known, 

Who will deal fairly with your land,  

     The poor, and all your own,  

2. Who will defend the needy poor  

     And make oppression cease;  

Let every mountain, every hill,  

     Bring righteousness and peace.  

3. Send us the One who will endure  

     While sun and moon remain  

And who will come like springtime showers  

     And as refreshing rain.  

4. In that day let all those who live  

     In righteousness increase,  

And till the moon shall be no more.  

     Let there be ample peace.  



5. Let kings from Tarshish and the isles  

     Come and their tribute bring;  

Let Saba and Arabia  

     Come with their offering.  

6. Let kings bow down, let nations serve  

     The One whom God has blessed,  

Who shall deliver those in need  

      And those who are oppressed.  

7. God’s Chosen One will pity those  

      Who have no wealth or might;  

The blood of those oppressed and wronged  

      Is precious in God’s sight. 

Then, all standing, the Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

A Reading from the Gospel of St. Matthew 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the 

king, wise men came from the east to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who was 

born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the east and have come to 

worship Him.” When Herod the king heard these things, he was troubled, and all 

Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of 

the people together, he inquired of them where Christ should be born. They told 

him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for this is what the prophet wrote: ‘And you, 

Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are no longer least among the princes of Judah; 

for out of you shall come a Governor, who will shepherd My people Israel.’” Then 

Herod, when he had privately called the wise men, carefully inquired of them what 

time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search 

diligently for the young Child, and when you have found Him, bring me word 

again, so that I may come and worship Him also.” When they heard the king, they 

departed. And the star which they saw in the east went before them until it came 

and stood over where the young Child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced 

with great excitement. And when they came into the house, they saw the young 

Child with Mary, His mother, and fell down and worshipped Him. And when they 

had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh. But being warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they 

returned to their own country by another route. 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

A Homily         Fr. Geoffrey, Priest-in-Charge 



The Apostles’ Creed 
Officiant and People together, all standing  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

   creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 

Mary. 

   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

   He descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again.  

   He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

   He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy catholic Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work;  

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.  

For this community, the nation, and the world;  

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.  

For the just and proper use of your creation;  

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.  

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;  

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.  

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;  

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.  

For all bishops, priests, deacons, and lay ministers;  

For all who serve God in his Church.  

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.  



The People may add their own petitions  

Hear us, Lord;  

For your mercy is great.  

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.  

The People may add their own thanksgivings  

We will exalt you, O God our King;  

And praise your Name for ever and ever.  

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal 

kingdom.  

The People may add their own petitions  

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;  

Who put their trust in you.  

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.  

Leader and People  

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 

in your compassion forgive us our sins,  

known and unknown,  

things done and left undone;  

and so uphold us by your Spirit 

that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 

to the honor and glory of your Name;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Officiant: May Almighty God grant us absolution and remission of all our sins, but 

also time for true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of 

God’s holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Peace 
The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of God be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

The Holy Communion 
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, 

an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2 

Offertory Anthem        There is a Star        Tom Brand 

The Great Thanksgiving 



God be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to God. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your 

constant love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us together into one 

body. Through your Spirit, you replenish us and call us to fullness of life. 

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every 

generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing: 

Sanctus     Missa Io Son Ferito Ahi Lasso          Orlando di Lasso (c. 1532-1594) 

Translation:     Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 

Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 

Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.  
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the consecration prayer 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You 

formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave 

the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your 

bountiful grace. But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; 

we would not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your 

creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care 

for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people.  

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered 

us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew 

your promise of salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal 

Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling 

among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he 

triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.  

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 

eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, 

he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 



Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your 

creation this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body 

and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be 

filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the 

everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with all your saints, past, 

present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever. Through Christ and 

with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, 

and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Breaking of the Bread S # 154 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

A period of silence is kept. Then may be sung or said 

 

 

 



 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for you, the Beloved People of God. Take them in remembrance 

that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

All baptized Christians of all ages and denominations are welcome to receive 

Communion in this place. This is God’s house and the Lord’s table, not ours 

Those wishing to receive Communion should come forward to the Altar rail as directed. The 

Celebrant will intinct the wafer in the chalice and place the consecrated host in the open 

hands or upon the tongue of the communicant, as desired. 

Gluten-free wafers are available. Just ask for one at the altar rail. 

Communion Hymn # 325 Let Us Break Bread Together On Our Knees 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Let us pray. 

The People join in saying this prayer 

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and 

nourishing us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. 

Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim 

your love to the world and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing 

May the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and 

the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst 

you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

Closing Hymn LEVAS # 221       This Little Light Of Mine 

 

 



 

 

 

Let us bless the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude  

 

Worship Ministers Today:  

The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman: Celebrant 

Tom Brand: Organist & Choirmaster  

MB Witt: Chalicer 

Fr. Geoff: Veejay (VJ) 

MB Witt: Usher 

Corinne Johnson, MB Witt: Altar Guild 


