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The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
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The health and safety of our congregation and community is the highest concern of St. John’s. 
As we begin to return to in-person worship, we will continue to “live stream” our 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday morning worship on the St. John’s Facebook page, at 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsChurchWashingtonCT/. 
  

 
 
 
 

  
The Parish Office is closed.  

The staff is working mostly from home, as directed.  
Parishioners are asked to contact the staff by email or voice mail. 

stjohnschurch@snet.net ~ 860.868.2527 
 

PO Box 1278, Washington, CT. 06793 
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Order of Worship 
Worship lies at the heart of the Christian life. It is in worship that we express our theology and define our identity. It is through encountering 
God within worship that we are formed and transformed as the people of God. One of the glories of the Episcopal Church is its liturgical 
worship. Liturgy refers to the patterns, forms, words, and actions through which public worship is conducted  
When the service is accompanied by music, it often begins with an instrumental piece of music, during which the congregation can prepare for 
worship  

PRELUDE    Two lyrical pieces                  G F Handel (1685-1759) 
                     Recitative              Joel Martinsen   (20th C.)        

  
OPENING HYMN   All People who on earth do dwell      Hymn 377 
 
THE OPENING ACCLAMATION  
Celebrant  Blessed be our God.  
People   For ever and ever. Amen.  
 
 
TRISAGION         BCP, P. 256  
 

Celebrant  Holy God, 
  Holy and Mighty, 
  Holy Immortal One, 
People   Have mercy upon us.  
 
 
 
 
 

THE COLLECT        BCP, p. 234 
The collect is the prayer appointed for each Sunday that “collects” or captures the theme of the day or season of the Church year. It summarizes 
the attributes of God as revealed in the scriptures for the day 
 
 

The Celebrant says to the people 
  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant     Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the nations: Preserve the works of 
your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your 
Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
 



THE WORD OF GOD 
A READING FROM EXODUS [33:12-23]  
In this lesson Moses seeks reassurance and to see God’s glory. God promises the divine presence and favor. Although no mortal may see God’s 
face, God’s name will be known through graciousness and mercy. 
 

Moses said to the Lord, “See, you have said to me, ‘Bring up this people’; but you have not let me know whom 
you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have also found favor in my sight.’ 
Now if I have found favor in your sight, show me your ways, so that I may know you and find favor in your 
sight. Consider too that this nation is your people.” He said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you 
rest.” And he said to him, “If your presence will not go, do not carry us up from here. For how shall it be 
known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people, unless you go with us? In this way, we shall be 
distinct, I and your people, from every people on the face of the earth.” 
 

The Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing that you have asked; for you have found favor in my sight, and 
I know you by name.” Moses said, “Show me your glory, I pray.” And he said, “I will make all my goodness 
pass before you, and will proclaim before you the name, ‘The Lord’; and I will be gracious to whom I will be 
gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. But,” he said, “you cannot see my face; for no one 
shall see me and live.” And the Lord continued, “See, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the rock; 
and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I have 
passed by; then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my back; but my face shall not be seen.” 
 

The Response 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

PSALM 99     Dominus regnavit    BCP, p. 728 
 

1 The LORD is King; 
let the people tremble; * 
he is enthroned upon the cherubim; 
let the earth shake. 

2 The LORD is great in Zion; * 
he is high above all peoples. 

3 Let them confess his Name, which is great and awesome; * 
he is the Holy One. 

4 "O mighty King, lover of justice, 
you have established equity; * 
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob." 

5 Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God 
and fall down before his footstool; * 
he is the Holy One. 

6 Moses and Aaron among his priests, 
and Samuel among those who call upon his Name, * 
they called upon the LORD, and he answered them. 

7 He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; * 
they kept his testimonies and the decree that he gave them. 

8 O LORD our God, you answered them indeed; * 
you were a God who forgave them, 
yet punished them for their evil deeds. 

9 Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God 
and worship him upon his holy hill; * 
for the LORD our God is the Holy One. 

 
 



A READING FROM 1 THESSALONIANS[1:1-10] 
In company with Silvanus and Timothy, Paul greets the new Christians of Thessalonica, giving thanks for their faith and their conversion from 
idols to the worship of the true and living God. This letter was written not long after Paul’s first missionary visit to the city in the country we 
know today as Greece. Evidently the converts were all former pagans. The apostle refers to the troubles and persecutions that are also reported in 
the acts of the apostles. But the gospel, empowered by the activity of the Holy Spirit, has inspired a faith which has become widely known. 
 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
Grace to you and peace. 
 

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly remembering before 
our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our message of the gospel 
came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you 
know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. And you became imitators of us and of 
the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you 
became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has sounded forth 
from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that 
we have no need to speak about it. For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we 
had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, and to wait for his Son 
from heaven, whom he raised from the dead-- Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 
 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

SEQUENCE HYMN   God of grace and God of glory  Hymn 594 
 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST  
ACCORDING TO ST. MATTHEW [22:15-22] 
 

In our gospel lesson Jesus answers a question about taxation by teaching that people should pay what belongs to the Emperor to the Emperor 
and the things of God to God. The question was meant as a trap. If Jesus advised the paying of taxes to the occupying Roman powers, many 
Jews would’ve considered him a collaborator. Had he counseled nonpayment, the Herodian servants of the Romans could accuse him of sedition. 
And one level Jesus’ answer is a masterstroke of clever ambiguity, but it also causes his hearers to reflect more deeply on the responsibility to God 
and to the state. Perhaps the saying suggests that government has its legitimate yet limited claims. It must not be given the highest allegiance. 
 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. So they sent their disciples to him, along with 
the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with 
truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. 
Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me 
to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. Then he said 
to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give 
therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” When they 
heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 
 

After the Gospel, the Reader says 
  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People:   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE SERMON The Reverend Stephen B. Klots  
 
 



THE NICENE CREED    
The word “creed” comes from the Latin “credo” for “I believe.” First formulated at the Council of Nicaea in 325 A.D., and confirmed in 381 
A.D., the Nicene Creed is said at the Holy Eucharist and reflects what Christians believe regarding the relationship between the Father, Jesus, 
and the Holy Spirit: The Holy Trinity. 
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father. 
    who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. 
    who has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

In the Name of Jesus, let us offer our prayers, responding, “Lord, hear our prayer.”  
 

+ For the desire to reflect God’s abundant treasures, to give to God the things that are God’s, freely supporting the 
mission of the Church in the world, our faithful commitment to the poor and those in need; and praying especially 
Suheil, Archbishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem; Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Bartholomew, 
Patriarch of Constantinople; Francis, Bishop of Rome; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Ian and Laura, our Bishops; 
Geoffrey, our Priest, and all members of this congregation; let us pray.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

+ In thanksgiving for missionaries who serve in foreign lands; may they proclaim the gospel message of hope to 
those who live in places of instability, and reveal to us at home their extraordinary faith and charity; let us pray.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

+ In thanksgiving for those who serve in our government and community, especially those unseen essential workers 
who toil in federal and state offices, local markets, post offices and our schools, and all who attend to the details of 
daily life; but also our leaders, Antonio, Secretary General of the United Nations, Donald our President, Ned our 
Governor, James, the First Selectman of the town of Washington, our Congress and our Courts, and especially in 
this election season, all registered voters, that they may exercise their civic responsibilities for the benefit of all 
people; knowing that their decisions affect the peoples of our land, and of the nations of the world, let us pray.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  



+ That we may clothe ourselves in garments befitting the faithful: compassion, joy, generosity, gladness of spirit, 
intentionality of life-style, and dedication to the way of our beloved Jesus; remembering especially those who have 
commended themselves to our prayers, Donald, our President, Melania, his wife, Mary Jo Keating, Joan Beattie, 
Heather, Marlene Smith, Tom Witt, Ed and Zemma White, Kathy Coe, Laura Whipple, Eileen Hearn, Connie 
Kaylor, Jay Lafleur in hospice care, and all who are housebound especially Janet Chenery and Ken Hecken;  let us 
pray 
 

+ For all the faithful departed, remembering especially those homes ravished by social injustice in our land, or from 
the corona virus, and the more than 210,000 Americans who have died from this disease, that they may rest in peace 
through the mercy of God; let us pray.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
In thanksgiving for our Creator who formed the darkness and bequeathed the light, leading us through both, so that 
we may be transformed into a holy people, saying together the prayer attributed to St. Francis. 
 
Leader and People together: 
 Lord, make us instruments of your peace; 
  Where there is hatred; 
   let us sow love; 
  Where there is injury, 
   pardon; 
  Where there is discord, 
   union; 
  Where there is doubt, 
   faith; 
  Where there is despair, 
   hope; 
  Where there is darkness, 
   light; 
  Where there is sadness, 
   joy. 
  Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled 
   as to console; 
  To be understood, 
   as to understand; 
  To be loved, 
   as to love. 
  For it is in giving that we receive; 
  it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
  and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE CONFESSION OF SIN        
 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins to God. 
 

Silence may be kept. Minister and People  
 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We have 
denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of the 
evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and 
strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. 
Amen.  
 
 
 

THE ABSOLUTION                                                                                          
The Priest alone stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

 



THE PEACE 
Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 
 

Having listened to the Word of God, affirmed our faith, confessed our sins, received forgiveness and shared in the peace, we are prepared for the 
drama and miracle of the Holy Communion.  
 

At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to God some of what God has given us, symbolically in the bread and wine, and in the money we give. 
All are invited to make a gift to support the ministry of St. John’s by visiting http://stjohnswashington.com/stewardship/   

 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.  
           (Ephesians 5:2)  
 
OFFERTORY HYMN  Jesus shall reign where’er the sun     Hymn 544 
 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
In the Great Thanksgiving, we do what Jesus himself asked us to do: thank God and recall all that God has done for us in the life, death, and 
resurrection of Christ. The Great Thanksgiving, or Eucharistic Prayer, is a long prayer with four parts. Each of these four parts corresponds to 
a different action of Jesus at the Last Supper, where he took, blessed, broke, and gave bread and wine as sacraments of his body and blood. We 
begin the Great Thanksgiving with the Sursum corda, meaning “Lift up your hearts.” 
 
 

The people remain standing. 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People   It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
Celebrant  It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain 
of mercy.  
 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time you made 
ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; 
earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. 
But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not 
forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. 
 

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our 
voices to magnify you as we say: 
 
SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS      BCP, p. 362  
Celebrant & People  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
   heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
   Hosanna in the highest 
   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
   Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The Celebrant continues  
 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to 
reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive 
and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and 
sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet 
we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the 
sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you 

http://stjohnswashington.com/stewardship/


At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or 
place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.  
 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.”  
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
 

Celebrant and People  
 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 

The Celebrant continues  
 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread and this wine. 
By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share 
these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting 
heritage of your daughters and sons, that with all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your 
Name for ever.  
 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER        BCP, p. 364 
We pray together the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to pray. The link between our daily bread and the spiritual food we receive in the 
Eucharist is an ancient connection. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD       BCP, p. 364  
Then may be sung or said. 
 

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us  
People   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  
 
THE INVITATION         BCP, p.  364  
Facing the people, the Celebrant may say the following Invitation  
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
 
 
 

THE PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to receive Holy Communion at that 
moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy Communion.  
 

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is 
celebrated, we desire to offer our praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and bodies with 
the earnest desire that we may always be united to you. And since we cannot now receive you 
physically, we ask you to come spiritually into our hearts. We embrace you with all the affections of our 
souls, confident that nothing can ever separate us from the love God, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 



 

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER      BCP, p.  366  

After Communion, the Celebrant says  

Let us pray.  

The People may join in saying this prayer  
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now 
into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING        BCP, P. 366  
The Priest gives the blessing  

May the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, and of Jesus Christ born of our sister Mary, and of the 
Holy Spirit, who broods over the world as a mother over her children, be upon you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
 

THE DISMISSAL                                                       BCP, P. 366  
Celebrate  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People   Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 

POSTLUDE    March in C (Rinaldo)                 G F Handel 
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