Welcome to St. John’s Church

The Third Sunday In Lent
March 7, 2021
10:00 a.m.

The health and safety of our congregation and community remains the highest
concern of St. John's. While closed to the public in the midst of this pandemic, we
continue to ‘live stream’ our 10:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship each week on
both our St. John's YouTube Page and our St. John's Facebook page



THE HOLY EUCHARIST (RITEI)
The Liturgy for the Proclamation of the Word of God
and Celebration of the Holy Communion

Organ Prelude
Lord, In This Thy Mercy’s Day William Monk & Johann Crueger
Meditations on “Sweet Hour Of Prayer” and “Just As [ Am”  Dale Wood

Opening Hymn # 431 The Stars Declare His Glory

1 The stars declare his glory;
the vault of heaven springs
mute witness of the Master’s hand
in all created things,
and through the silences of space
their soundless music sings.
2 The dawn returns in splendor,
the heavens burn and blaze,
the rising sun renews the race
that measures all our days
and writes in fire across the skies
God’s majesty and praise.
3 So shine the Lord’s commandments
to make the simple wise;
more sweet than honey to the taste,
more rich than any prize,
a law of love within our hearts,
a light before our eyes.
4 So order too this life of mine,
direct it all my days;
the meditations of my heart
be innocence and praise,
my rock, and my redeeming Lord,
in all my words and ways.



The Word of God

The people standing, the Celebrant may say

Celebrant  Bless the Lord who forgiveth all our sins.
People His mercy endureth for ever.

The Celebrant says

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith:

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto
it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all
the Law and the Prophets.

Here is sung
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

The Collect of the Day

The Celebrant says to the people
The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.

Celebrant ~ Let us pray.
The Celebrant says the Collect.

Almighty God, who seest that we have no power of ourselves to help
ourselves: Keep us both outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we
may be defended from all adversities which may happen to the body, and from all
evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Lessons

INTRODUCTION: Through Moses, God has told the people of Israel that if they are to enjoy the
special relationship with him of being a “priestly nation and a holy people”, they must obey his
voice and keep his covenant. The giving of the Ten Commandments marks the starting point of
Israel as a self-defining community.



A Reading from the Scroll of Exodus:

Then God spoke all these words: | am the LorD your God, who brought you
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods
before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of
anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the
water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for | the
LorD your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to
the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing steadfast
love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my
commandments. You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your
God, for the LorD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. Remember the
sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labor and do all your work.
But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LorD your God; you shall not do any
work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock,
or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the LORD made heaven and
earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore
the LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. Honor your father and your
mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the LoRrD your God is giving
you. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal.
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall not covet your
neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female
slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

After each Reading, the Reader may say
The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.
A Psalm, hymn, or anthem may follow each Reading.

Psalm 19

1 The heavens declare the glory of God, *
and the firmament shows his handiwork.

2 One day tells its tale to another, *
and one night imparts knowledge to another.

3 Although they have no words or language, *
and their voices are not heard,

4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, *
and their message to the ends of the world.



5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; *
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.

6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens
and runs about to the end of it again; *
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.

7 The law of the LoRD is perfect and revives the soul; *
the testimony of the LoORD is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent.

8 The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; *
the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes.

9 The fear of the LORD is clean and endures for ever; *
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.

10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, *
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.

11 By them also is your servant enlightened, *
and in keeping them there is great reward.

12 Who can tell how often he offends? *
cleanse me from my secret faults.

13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;
let them not get dominion over me; *
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable in your sight, *
O LoRD, my strength and my redeemer.

INTRODUCTION: In this epistle Paul directs the Corinthians’ attention to God’s way of using
what is weak and lowly --- even what the world regards as foolish --- to accomplish God’s
purposes.

A Reading from the First Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians:

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy
the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom
of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the
foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs
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and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to
Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is
wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.

After each Reading, the Reader may say

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn # 318 Here, O My Lord, | See Thee Face To Face

1 Here, O my Lord, I see thee face to face;
here would I touch and handle things unseen;
here grasp with firmer hand eternal grace,
and all my weariness upon thee lean.
3 I have no help but thine; nor do | need
another arm save thine to lean upon;
it is enough, my Lord, enough indeed;
my strength is in thy might, thy might alone.

Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying

INTRODUCTION: Our Gospel today is the story of Jesus’ cleansing of the Jerusalem temple of
its commercial activities, and his prediction that his body will become the new temple.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according St. John
People Glory to thee, O Lord.

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the
temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers
seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the
temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money
changers and overturned their tables. He told those who were selling the doves,
“Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!”
His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume
me.” The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” Jesus
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews
then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will
you raise it up in three days?”” But he was speaking of the temple of his body. After
he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and
they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

After the Gospel, the Reader says



The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to thee, O Christ.

The Sermon Our Baptismal Covenant (Part 3)
“Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.”

The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Priest-in-Charge

On Sundays and other Major Feasts there follows

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
Iin accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.



He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

The Deacon or other person appointed says
Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world,
responding, “O Lord, hear our prayer.”

After each paragraph of this prayer, the People may make an appropriate response, as directed.

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make
prayers, and supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our
prayers which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire
continually the Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and
grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy
holy Word, and live in unity and godly love; for this we pray.

O Lord, hear our prayer.

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especially
Suheil, the Archbishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem; Justin, Archbishop
of Canterbury; Bartholomew, Patriarch of Constantinople; Francis, Bishop of
Rome; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; lan and Laura, our Bishops; Fr. Geoff, our
priest, and all the members of St. John’s, that they may, both by their life and
doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy
holy Sacraments; for this we pray.

O Lord, hear our prayer.

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation
here present; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive
thy holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their
life; for this we pray.

O Lord, hear our prayer.

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of
government in this and every land especially Anténio, Secretary General of the
United Nations, Joe, our President, Ned our Governor, James, the First Selectman
of the town of Washington, for the members of our Congress and Courts, that they
may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the
world; for this we pray.

O Lord, hear our prayer.



Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works,
that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and
be faithful stewards of thy bounty; for this we pray.

O Lord, hear our prayer.

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and
succor Mary Jo Keating, Joan Beattie, Heather, Marlene and Chris Smith, Tom
Witt, Ed and Zemma White, Kathy Coe, Nancy Miller, and all who are
housebound especially Janet Chenery and Ken Hecken, and all those who, in this
transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity,
pausing now that all may add their own prayers and petitions, either silently in our
hearts or aloud in our midst; (pause for a moment) for this we pray.

O Lord, hear our prayer.

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith
and fear, remembering especially Hank Kunhardt, who died last week, and also the
more than 530,000 Americans who have died of the coronavirus, beseeching thee
to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace so to
follow the good examples of the Ever-Blessed Virgin Mary, St. John, our Patron,
and all thy saints, that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom;
for this we pray.

O Lord, hear our prayer.

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and
Advocate. Amen.

Confession of Sin

The Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.
Minister and People

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against thee in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved thee with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake
of thy Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in
thy will, and walk in thy ways, to the glory of thy Name. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised
forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto
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him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and
strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace
The Celebrant says to the people

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And with thy spirit.

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

The Holy Communion

The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences of Scripture.
If anyone sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous; and he is the perfect offering for our

sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole
world. 1 John 2:1-2

Offertory Solo Gentle Redeemer G F Handel

The Great Thanksgiving
The Celebrant faces the congregation and sings or says

The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People It is meet and right so to do.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all
places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. Who
dost bid thy faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy for the
Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and renewed by thy
Word and Sacraments, they may come to the fullness of grace which thou hast
prepared for those who love thee.. Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with
all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore
praising thee, and saying,

Celebrant and People
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts:
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Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.

Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.
The people kneel or stand.
Then the Celebrant continues

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and
earth, and didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give
thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon
the cross for our redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the
whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a
perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it;
and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel
containing wine to be consecrated.

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given
thanks to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is
my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it
to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant,
which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye
shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make,
with these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath
commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious
death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming
again with power and great glory.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy
Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they
may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ.

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our
souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy
Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son
Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that
we and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell
in us, and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord;
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By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor
and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept. Then may be sung or said

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast.

The following or some other suitable anthem may be sung here

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
grant us thy peace.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
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A Prayer for Spiritual Communion

Celebrant and People

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the
Holy Eucharist is celebrated, we desire to offer our praise and thanksgiving. We
present to thee our souls and bodies with the earnest desire that we may always
be united to you. And since we cannot now receive thee physically, we ask thou
to come into our hearts spiritually. We embrace thee with all the affections of
our souls, confident that nothing can ever separate us from the love God, in
Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

The People may join in saying this prayer

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou
dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious
Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby
of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate
in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and
are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly
beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may
continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast
prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee
and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in
the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst
you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Closing Hymn # 148 Creator Of The Earth And Skies

1 creator of the earth and skies,
to whom the words of life belong,
grant us your truth to make us wise;
grant us your power to make us strong.
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2 We have not known you: to the skies
our monuments of folly soar,
and all our self-wrought miseries
have made us trust ourselves the more.
3 We have not loved you: far and wide
the wreckage of our hatred spreads,
and evils wrought by human pride
recoil on unrepentant heads.
4 For this, our foolish confidence,
our pride of knowledge and our sin,
we come to you in penitence;
in us the work of grace begin.
5 Teach us to know and love you, Lord,
and humbly follow in your way.
Speak to our souls the quickening word,
and turn our darkness into day.

The Celebrant, dismisses them with these words
Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.

Organ Postlude Voluntary orn “Now Let Us All With One Accord” Robert Lind
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ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
78 Green Hill Road
Washington, CT 06793

Worship Ministers Today:
The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Celebrant
Jon Lafleur, Organist
Madison LaFontan, Soloist
Hunter Brown, Reader
Laura Daly, Veejay (VJ)
Susie Markert Altar Flowers
MB Witt, Altar Guild

Parish Office Telephone: (860) 868-2527
St. John’s Email: stjohnschurch@snet.net

St. John’s Website:
http://stjohnswashington.com/

St. John’s Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsChurchWashingtonCT

St. John’s YouTube Page:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoOwTnglRss4BT8VwFul4qg
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