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The Third Sunday of Easter

April 18, 2021
10:00 a.m.

The health and safety of the most vulnerable in our congregation and community
remains the highest concern to St. John’s. While closed to the public in the midst of
a rise in new infections, we continue to ‘live stream’ our Worship to both our St.
John’s YouTube Page and our St. John’s Facebook page



THE HOLY EUCHARIST (RITE 1)
The Liturgy for the Proclamation of the Word of God
and Celebration of the Holy Communion

Prelude To Realms Of Glory In The Skies Jean Pasquet
At The Lamb’s High Feast We Sing Jean Pasquet
Devotional Piece Dom Paul Benoit O.S.B.

Opening Hymn # 212 Awake, Arise, Lift Up Your Voice

1 Awake, arise, lift up your voice,
let Easter music swell;
rejoice in Christ, again rejoice
and on his praises dwell.
2 Oh, with what gladness and surprise
the saints their Savior greet;
nor will they trust their ears and eyes
but by his hands and feet,
3those hands of liberal love indeed
in infinite degree,
those feet still free to move and bleed
for millions and for me.
4 His enemies had sealed the stone
as Pilate gave them leave,
lest dead and friendless and alone
he should their skill deceive.
50 Dead arise! O Friendless stand
by seraphim adored!
O Solitude again command
your host from heaven restored!

The Word of God

The people standing, the Celebrant may say

Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ is risen!
People Alleluia! Christ is risen indeed!

The Celebrant says



Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Gloria S # 280

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect of the Day

The Celebrant says to the people

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

The Celebrant says the Collect.

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the
breaking of bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his
redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

INTRODUCTION: While visiting the Temple, Peter and John have seen a man lame from birth.
Peter has commanded him, in the name of Jesus, to stand up and walk. Peter now preaches to the
crowd who have witnessed the miraculous healing.



A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles:

Peter addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or
why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?
The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our
ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the
presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy
and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the
Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by
faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know;
and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence
of all of you. “And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your
rulers. In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that
his Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may
be wiped out.”

After each Reading, the Reader may say
The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.
A Psalm, hymn, or anthem may follow each Reading.

Psalm 133

1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, *
when brethren live together in unity!

2 Itis like fine oil upon the head *
that runs down upon the beard,

3 Upon the beard of Aaron, *
and runs down upon the collar of his robe.

4 1t is like the dew of Hermon *
that falls upon the hills of Zion.

5 For there the LoORD has ordained the blessing: *
life for evermore.

INTRODUCTION: In this reading we learn that through the Father’s love, disciples are now
children of God, and they no longer live in sin. Their destiny is to be like Christ..

A Reading from the First Letter of John:

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of
God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did



not know him. Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been
revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we
will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as
he is pure. Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness.
You know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one
who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. Little
children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just
as he is righteous.
After each Reading, the Reader may say

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn # 205 Good Christians All, Rejoice And Sing!

1 Good Christians all, rejoice and sing!
Now is the triumph of our King!
To all the world glad news we bring:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

2 The Lord of life is risen today!
Sing songs of praise along his way;
let all the earth rejoice and say:

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying

INTRODUCTION: Our gospel is the story of two disciples who were met by a stranger on the road
to Emmaus. That evening, as he breaks bread with them, they know the stranger to be Jesus.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according St. Luke
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Now on that same day two of Jesus' disciples were going to a village called
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all
these things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus
himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing
him. And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk
along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas,
answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things
that have taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?” They
replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and
word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed



him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was
the one to redeem lIsrael. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these
things took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at
the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came
back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was
alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the
women had said; but they did not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish
you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it
not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his
glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the
things about himself in all the scriptures.

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as
if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it
1s almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them.
When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it
to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished
from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us
while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?”
That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven
and their companions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the
road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

After the Gospel, the Reader says

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to thee, O Christ.

The Sermon Easter Sermon Series (part 3)

The Witnesses of the Resurrection
“Two on the Road to Emmaus: Sad and Alone ”

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,



God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

In the breaking of the bread, our eyes are opened to the presence of Christ, and in
the opening of our lips we give thanks and intercession through our prayers,
responding to each petition by saying, “Hear us, O risen Christ.”

+ Author of Life, help us to witness to the power of your Son’s resurrection, that
through our words and actions, others may come to know your gift of forgiveness
and the power of eternal love that yields a perfect harvest; let us pray to the Lord.
Hear us, O risen Christ.

+ Defender of our Cause, strengthen our resolve to bring hope to all parts of the
world, and to the leaders of the nations, especially Anténio, Secretary General of the
United Nations, Joe, our President, Ned our Governor, Jim, the First Selectman of



the town of Washington, for the members of our Congress and Courts, give them the
wisdom to overcome barriers to peace and security; let us pray to the Lord.
Hear us, O risen Christ.

+ Creator of the Universe, inspire the people in our churches, especially Suheil, the
Archbishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem; Justin, Archbishop of
Canterbury; Bartholomew, Patriarch of Constantinople; Francis, Bishop of Rome;
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; lan and Laura, our Bishops; Fr. Geoff, our priest,
and all the members of this parish, to imaginatively reach out in witness to those
who have no understanding of the Christian faith, or who no longer take part in the
fellowship of the baptized; let us pray to the Lord.

Hear us, O risen Christ.

+ Divine Presence, reveal your death, resurrection and coming again through the
mystery of your Body and Blood, that we who know you in the breaking of the bread,
and that you may be spiritual food for us, especially Mary Jo Keating, Marlene
Smith, Tom Witt, Ed and Zemma White, Kathy Coe, Diana Clark, Lisa Lafleur and
all who are housebound especially Janet Chenery, Joan Beattie, and Ken Hecken; let
us pray to the Lord.

Hear us, O risen Christ.

+ Eternal One, be with those whose earthly life has run its course; especially the
more than 560,000 Americans who have died in this pandemic, may they and all the
faithful departed, through your mercy, rest in peace; let us pray to the Lord.

Hear us, O risen Christ.

+ God of our Salvation, who took our place before the madding crowd, fill our hearts
with gratitude and lift our voices with the song of thanksgiving; let us pray to the
Lord.

Hear us, O risen Christ.

As a people of repentance, forgiveness, and liberation, we pause now so that all may
add their own prayers and petitions, either silently in our hearts or aloud in our midst;
(pause for a moment).

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your
Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance
and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us
in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your
purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in
harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Confession of Sin

The Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.
Minister and People

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says

The Almighty and most merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of
all your sins, but also time for true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and
consolation of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Peace
The Celebrant says to the people
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People And also with you.
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

The Holy Communion

The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences of Scripture.
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,
an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2



Offertory Hymn # 306 Come, Risen Lord, And Deign To Be Our Guest

1 Come, risen Lord, and deign to be our guest;
nay, let us be thy guests; the feast is thine;
thyself at thine own board make manifest
in thine own Sacrament of Bread and Wine.
2 We meet, as in that upper room they met;
thou at the table, blessing, yet dost stand:
“This is my Body”’; so thou givest yet:
faith still receives the cup as from thy hand.
3 One body we, one Body who partake,
one Church united in communion blest;
one Name we bear, one Bread of life we break,
with all thy saints on earth and saints at rest.
4 One with each other, Lord, for one in thee,
who art one Savior and one living Head;
then open thou our eyes, that we may see;
be known to us in breaking of the Bread.

The Great Thanksgiving
The Celebrant faces the congregation and sings or says

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them up to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to
praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is
the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the
world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won
for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People



Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Then the Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the
Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and
made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it;

and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel
containing wine to be consecrated.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take,
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do
this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may
be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite
us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under
your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with St. John, our Patron
and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters;



through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,
and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory
Is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept. Then may be sung or said

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion

Celebrant and People

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the
Holy Eucharist is celebrated, we desire to offer our praise and thanksgiving. We
present to you our souls and bodies with the earnest desire that we may always be
united to you. And since we cannot now receive you physically, we ask you to come
into our hearts spiritually. We embrace you with all the affections of our souls,



confident that nothing can ever separate us from the love God, in Christ Jesus our
Lord. Amen.

After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

The People may join in saying this prayer

Eternal God, heav enly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual
food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be among
you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Closing Hymn # 182 Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing

1 Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.
His cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring.
His love in death shall never die.
2 Christ is alive! No longer bound
to distant years in Palestine,
he comes to claim the here and now
and conquer every place and time.
3 Not throned above, remotely high,
untouched, unmoved by human pains,
but daily, in the midst of life,
our Savior with the Father reigns.
4 In every insult, rift, and war
where color, scorn or wealth divide,
he suffers still, yet loves the more,
and lives, though ever crucified.



5 Christ is alive! His Spirit burns
through this and every future age,
till all creation lives and learns
his joy, his justice, love, and praise.

The Celebrant, dismisses them with these words
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia.

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Postlude Processional Robert Paoli

Music notes: Let me introduce soprano Madison LaFontan. When | was the organist
at the Kent Congregational Church in the 70’s and early 80’s, I met Madison’s
grandparents and great grandparents. Her father Lyle and his brother were children.
Great grandfather LaFontan emigrated from Bordeaux via Ellis Island. His wife was
from Germany. Her maternal Grandmother Leslie fled England at 19, arriving here
with no contacts. At the NYC American Embassy she met another newly arrived
Brit, Elaine, and they bonded. Later, the two friends were tourists in DC and two
Midwesterners took pictures of the Washington Monument with the girls in the
picture. They thought the boys were very nice. They ended up marrying them!
Madison’s mother is named after Elaine. Madison “got the bug” when, at the age of
six, she was an Oompa-loompa in the musical “Willie Wonka’s Chocolate Factory”
at Theater Works. The following year she sang a solo: “Everything’s coming up
roses”. An impressive list of shows followed. At NMHS, Madison is in AP statistics,
psychology and French (level 5). She has “une pen-pal” from Strasbourg. Madison
works at American Pie in Sherman and the regulars love her because she knows their
names. This fall, Madison will study music at NYU on a full scholarship. She will
get to know her French cousin, Mara, who has moved there to be a model. Jon
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