Welcome to St. John’s Church

The Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost:

August 8, 2021
8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.

WELCOME BACK TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP!

The health and safety of the most vulnerable in our congregation and community remains
the highest concern to St. John’s. Remember that many in our communities are not
vaccinated; like most of those under 16 years old, those who are immuno-compromised,
and those who have chosen not to be vaccinated for other reasons. While many are now
vaccinated, remember that even a small percentage of those vaccinated can contract the
corona virus, and while their symptoms may be milder, they can also spread the virus to
loved ones and friends back home. We have not yet reached herd immunity as a nation. So
please remain vigilant in safety protocols, mindful of the risk in our community, masked
indoors, social distancing and getting vaccinated if possible. And be assured that we will
continue to ‘live stream’ our worship to both our St. John'’s YouTube Page and our St.
John’s Facebook page.



THE HOLY EUCHARIST
The Liturgy for the Proclamation of the Word of God
and Celebration of the Holy Communion

In accordance with the guidelines of the CDC and the CT Department of Health, St.
John’s asks everyone to wear masks inside the church, whether vaccinated or not.

Prelude Adagio in b minor Bennett
Trioin G Sorge
Devotional Piece Benoit

Opening Hymn # 657  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

1 Love divine, all loves excelling,

joy of heaven, to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling,
all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,
enter every trembling heart.
2 Come, almighty to deliver,
let us all thy life receive;
suddenly return, and never,
nevermore thy temples leave.
Thee we would be alway blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray, and praise thee without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.
3 Finish then thy new creation;
pure and spotless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee:
changed from glory into glory,
till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love, and praise.



The Word of God

The people standing, the Celebrant may say
Celebrant ~ Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People Glory to God for ever and ever.

The Celebrant says

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Trisagion S # 102
Holy God,

Holy and Mighty,

Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us.

The Collect of the Day

The Celebrant says to the people
God be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant ~ Let us pray.

The Celebrant says the Collect.

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things
that are right, that we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to
live according to your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons

INTRODUCTION: In our Old Testament reading, David’s son, Absalom, has rebelled against
his father, forcing the king to seek sanctuary in his lands beyond the Jordan. Now David
counter-attacks, though still anxious about the well-being of his son Absalom.

A Reading from the Second Scroll of the Prophet Samuel:

The king, David, ordered Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, “Deal gently
for my sake with the young man Absalom.” And all the people heard when the
king gave orders to all the commanders concerning Absalom. So the army went
out into the field against Israel; and the battle was fought in the forest of



Ephraim. The men of Israel were defeated there by the servants of David, and
the slaughter there was great on that day, twenty thousand men. The battle
spread over the face of all the country; and the forest claimed more victims that
day than the sword. Absalom happened to meet the servants of David. Absalom
was riding on his mule, and the mule went under the thick branches of a great
oak. His head caught fast in the oak, and he was left hanging between heaven
and earth, while the mule that was under him went on. And ten young men,
Joab’s armor-bearers, surrounded Absalom and struck him, and killed him. Then
the Cushite came; and the Cushite said, “Good tidings for my lord the king! For
the Lord has vindicated you this day, delivering you from the power of all who
rose up against you.” The king said to the Cushite, “Is it well with the young
man Absalom?” The Cushite answered, “May the enemies of my lord the king,
and all who rise up to do you harm, be like that young man.” The king was
deeply moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept; and as he
went, he said, “O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would I had died
instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son!”

After each Reading, the Reader may say
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches.
People Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.

Psalm 130

1 Out of the depths have I called to you, O LoRD; LORD, hear my voice; *
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.

2 If you, LORD, were to note what is done amiss, *
O Lord, who could stand?

3 For there is forgiveness with you; *
therefore you shall be feared.

4 1 wait for the LORD; my soul waits for him; *
in his word is my hope.

5 My soul waits for the LORD, more than watchmen for the morning, *
more than watchmen for the morning.

6 O Israel, wait for the LORD, *
for with the LORD there is mercy;

7 With him there is plenteous redemption, *
and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins.



INTRODUCTION: In this reading, Paul urges the new Christians in Ephesus to a new way of
life which is pleasing to the Holy Spirit. They are to have a love like the love of Christ.

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians:

Putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for
we are members of one another. Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go
down on your anger, and do not make room for the devil. Thieves must give up
stealing; rather let them labor and work honestly with their own hands, so as to
have something to share with the needy. Let no evil talk come out of your
mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so that your
words may give grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of
God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption. Put
away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander,
together with all malice, and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving
one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. Therefore be imitators of God,
as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for
us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

After each Reading, the Reader may say
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches.
People Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn # 692 | Heard The Voice Of Jesus Say

1| heard the voice of Jesus say,
“Come unto me and rest;
and in your weariness lay down
your head upon my breast.”
I came to Jesus as | was,
so weary, worn, and sad;
| found in him a resting place,
and he has made me glad.
2 | heard the voice of Jesus say,
“Behold, I freely give
the living water; thirsty one,
stoop down and drink, and live.”
| came to Jesus, and | drank
of that life-giving stream;
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived,
and now I live in him.



3 | heard the voice of Jesus say,
“I am this dark world’s light;
look unto me, your morn shall rise,
and all your day be bright.”
| looked to Jesus, and | found
In him my Star, my Sun;
and in that light of life I’ll walk
till pilgrim days are done.

Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying

INTRODUCTION: In our gospel this morning, Jesus continues to teach that he is the true
bread who will bring all who have faith in him eternal life.

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” Then the Jews began
to complain about him because he said, “I am the bread that came down from
heaven.” They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father
and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?”
Jesus answered them, “Do not complain among yourselves. No one can come to
me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and | will raise that person up on
the last day. It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’
Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me. Not that
anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from God; he has seen the
Father. Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. | am the bread of
life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. This is the
bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. | am
the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will
live forever; and the bread that | will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”

After the Gospel, the Reader says
The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to thee, O Christ.

The Sermon The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Priest-in-Charge

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,



maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

Through the prayers of the faithful, which we offer this day, we build up the
family of God. Let us respond to each petition by saying, “Savior, be with us.”

+That we may be strengthened by the Bread of Life to proclaim the good news
of Jesus, who forgives and heals, who teaches and sets free, who is the
incarnation of the Father’s love; let us pray.



Savior, be with us.

+ For vestries, committees, councils, and commissions of the Church,
remembering Hosam, the Archbishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem;
Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Bartholomew, Patriarch of Constantinople;
Francis, Bishop of Rome; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; and lan and Laura, our
Bishops, Fr. Geoff, our priest, and for all the members of this congregation, that
bitterness, wrangling and malice may give way to unending forgiveness, and a
rededication to the essential mission which strengthens our common life,; let us
pray.

Savior, be with us.

+ For peace throughout the world, remembering Antdnio, Secretary General of
the United Nations, Joe, our President, Ned our Governor, Jim, the First
Selectman of the town of Washington, the members of our Congresses and
Courts, that the reconciliation we seek in others may begin with us; let us pray.
Savior, be with us.

+ That we may imitate Jesus and his disciples by feeding the hungry, healing the
sick, teaching the faith, giving sacrificially for the relief of others, and bringing
to the world a generous foretaste of God’s kingdom, remembering especially the
work of the Washington Council of Congregations; let us pray.

Savior, be with us.

+ For those who labor in the tourist industry, for whom the summer months are
long and tiring, that they may be treated fairly by employers and respectfully by
patrons; especially those for whom our prayers are asked, Mary Jo Keating,
Marlene Smith, Tom Witt, Kathy Coe, Diana Clark, Lisa Lafleur, Ken Hecken,
in rehabilitation, and all who are housebound especially Janet Chenery and Joan
Beattie, let us pray.

Savior, be with us.

+ For those who have died, remembering especially Andrew Johnson, who died
last week, and for all who grieve deeply for the loss of loved ones, especially for
those who have died in this pandemic, that the Holy Comforter may enter their
hearts and wipe away their tears; let us pray.

Savior, be with us.

As brothers and sisters in Christ, let us continue our prayers, pausing now so that
all may add their own petitions or thanksgiving, either silently in their hearts or
aloud in our midst.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.



Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear
our prayers for this parish family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless,
and restore the penitent. Grant us all things necessary for our common life, and
bring us all to be of one heart and mind within your holy Church; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession of Sin

The Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.
Minister and People

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing
your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in
ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that
enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive,
restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide
in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says

The Almighty and most merciful Lord grant you absolution and
remission of all your sins, but also time for true repentance, amendment of life,
and the grace and consolation of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Peace
The Celebrant says to the people

The peace of Christ be always with you.
People And also with you.

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

The Holy Communion

The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences of Scripture.
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,
an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2

Offertory Hymn # 383  Fairest Lord Jesus

1 Fairest Lord Jesus,
Ruler of all nature,



O thou God of man the Son;
thee will 1 cherish,
thee will I honor,
thou, my soul’s glory, joy, and crown.
2 Fair are the meadows,
fairer still the woodlands,
robed in the blooming garb of spring:
Jesus is fairer,
Jesus is purer,
who makes the woeful heart to sing.
3 Fair is the sunshine,
fairer still the moonlight,
and all the twinkling, starry host:
Jesus shines brighter,
Jesus shines purer,
than all the angels heaven can boast.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Celebrant faces the congregation and sings or says

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them up to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and
called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining
our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven,
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People S# 130
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Then the Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your
Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus,
your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin
Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered
us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought
us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon

it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other
vessel containing wine to be consecrated.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they
may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him,
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with
St. John, our Patron and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of



your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

A period of silence is kept. Then may be sung or said
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Communion will be distributed in one kind only, the bread, and will be received in the
pews, so it is very important that attendees sit in every other pew as designated, so that
the Celebrant can move along in the empty pews to share. If an attendee does not wish to
receive Communion, they need only to cross their hands over their chest so to signify.
Others may receive as they wish, standing, kneeling, or seated. Please wait until the
Celebrant has passed before removing your masks and consuming the bread.

Communion Hymns: sung by the Choir
After Communion, the Celebrant says



Let us pray.
The People may join in saying this prayer

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and
nourishing us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and
Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may

proclaim your love to the world and continue in the risen life of Christ our
Savior. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts
and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our
Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Closing Hymn # 535  Ye Servants Of God, Your Master Proclaim

1 Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim,
and publish abroad his wonderful Name;
the Name all-victorious of Jesus extol:
his kingdom is glorious; he rules over all.
2 God ruleth on high, almighty to save;
and still he is nigh: his presence we have.
The great congregation his triumph shall sing,
ascribing salvation to Jesus our King.
3 Salvation to God who sits on the throne!
Let all cry aloud, and honor the Son.
The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim,
fall down on their faces, and worship the Lamb.
4 Then let us adore, and give him his right:
All glory and power, all wisdom and might,
and honor and blessing, with angels above,
and thanks never-ceasing and infinite love.

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.

Postlude Fugue in a minor John James



The flowers on the High Altar today are given to the Glory of God

Anyone may reserve altar flowers on a particular Sunday for memorials.
The Altar Flower Chart is in the Parish Hall.

for online worshippers, here is the Prayer for Spiritual Communion:

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where
the Holy Eucharist is celebrated, we desire to offer our praise and
thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and bodies with the earnest desire
that we may always be united to you. And since we cannot now receive you
physically, we ask you to come into our hearts spiritually. We embrace you
with all the affections of our souls, confident that nothing can ever separate us
from the love God, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
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