Welcome to St. John’s Church

The Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost:

October 3, 2021
8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.

WELCOME TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP!

The health and safety of the most vulnerable in our congregation and community remains the
highest concern to St. Join’s. Remember that many in our communities are not vaccinated;
like most of those under 17 years old, those who are immuno-compromised, and those who
have chosen not to be vaccinated for other reasons. While many are now vaccinated,
remember that even a small percentage of those vaccinated can contract the corona virus,
and while their symptoms may be milder, they can also spread the virus to loved ones and
friends back home. We have not yet reached herd immunity as a nation. So please remain
vigilant in safety protocols, mindful of the risk in our community, masked indoors, social
distancing and getting vaccinated if possible. And be assured that we will continue to ‘live
stream’ our worship to both our St. John’s YouTube Page and our St. John’s Facebook page.



THE HOLY EUCHARIST
The Liturgy for the Proclamation of the Word of God
and Celebration of the Holy Communion

In accordance with the guidelines of the CDC and the CT Department of Health for areas of
‘substantial” or ‘high’ risk of infection, St. John’s asks everyone to wear masks inside the
church, whether vaccinated or not.

Choral Prelude Non Nobis Domine William Byrd (c. 1540-1623)
Translation: “Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us; but to your name be the glory.” -Psalm 115:1

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell
Processional Hymn # 388 O Worship The King, All Glorious Above!

1o worship the King, all glorious above!
O gratefully sing his power and his love!
Our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days,
pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise.

2 O tell of his might! O sing of his grace!
Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space.
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form,
and dark is his path on the wings of the storm.

3 The earth, with its store of wonders untold,
Almighty, thy power hath founded of old,
hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree,
and round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea.

4 Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite?
It breathes in the air; it shines in the light;
it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,
and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain.

5 Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail,
in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail;
thy mercies, how tender! how firm to the end!
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend!



The Word of God

The people standing, the Celebrant may say
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
The Celebrant says

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Gloria S # 280 Gloria in Excelsis

1 Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
2 Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
3 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
4 you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us;
5 you are seated at the right hand of the Father;
receive our prayer.
6 For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
7 you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect of the Day
The Celebrant says to the people

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

The Celebrant says the Collect.



Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we
to pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the
abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is
afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except
through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons

INTRODUCTION: At the beginning of the book of Job, Satan is a member of the heavenly court.
He is not the devil, but he does have a cynical attitude towards humans. Job has great faith in
God, so Satan has suggested that he be tested, to ascertain whether his faith is genuine.

A Reading from the Book of Job:

There was once a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job. That man
was blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil. One
day the heavenly beings came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan
also came among them to present himself before the Lord. The Lord said to Satan,
“Where have you come from?” Satan answered the Lord, “From going to and fro
on the earth, and from walking up and down on it.” The Lord said to Satan, “Have
you considered my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth, a blameless
and upright man who fears God and turns away from evil. He still persists in his
integrity, although you incited me against him, to destroy him for no reason.” Then
Satan answered the Lord, “Skin for skin! All that people have they will give to
save their lives. But stretch out your hand now and touch his bone and his flesh,
and he will curse you to your face.” The Lord said to Satan, “Very well, he is in
your power; only spare his life.” So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord,
and inflicted loathsome sores on Job from the sole of his foot to the crown of his
head. Job took a potsherd with which to scrape himself, and sat among the ashes.
Then his wife said to him, “Do you still persist in your integrity? Curse God, and
die.” But he said to her, “You speak as any foolish woman would speak. Shall we
receive the good at the hand of God, and not receive the bad?” In all this Job did
not sin with his lips.

After each Reading, the Reader may say
The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.



Psalm 26

Refrain
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Your love, O Lord, is  be- fore my eyes.

from Gradual Psalms for the RCL, ed. Bruce E. Ford, Church Publishing Incorporated.

The congregation is invited to join in singing the refrain

At the beginning, a cantor will sing the refrain once, after which the congregation is
invited to repeat it. The verses will then be sung by cantors, and the congregation is
invited to repeat the refrain after verses 4, 8, & 12.

1 Give judgment for me, O LoRD, for I have lived with integrity; *
| have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered.

2 Test me, O LORD, and try me; *
examine my heart and my mind.

3 For your love is before my eyes; *
| have walked faithfully with you.
4 | have not sat with the worthless, *
nor do | consort with the deceitful.

5 | have hated the company of evildoers; *
| will not sit down with the wicked.

6 | will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD, *
that | may go in procession round your altar,

7 Singing aloud a song of thanksgiving *
and recounting all your wonderful deeds.

8 LoRD, I love the house in which you dwell *
and the place where your glory abides.

9 Do not sweep me away with sinners, *
nor my life with those who thirst for blood,

10 Whose hands are full of evil plots, *
and their right hand full of bribes.

11 As for me, I will live with integrity; *
redeem me, O LORD, and have pity on me.

12 My foot stands on level ground; *
in the full assembly | will bless the LoRbD.



INTRODUCTION: The author of Hebrews sees Jesus as the primary agent of God'’s self-
disclosure to humans and reveals God’s intrinsic nature. Imagined in this Epistle as the great
high priest, Jesus has purified humankind of all sin, and is now enthroned in heaven, at the side
of God.

A Reading from the Letter of Hebrews:

LLong ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed
heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of
God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things
by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as
the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. Now God did not subject
the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. But someone has
testified somewhere, “What are human beings that you are mindful of them, or
mortals, that you care for them? You have made them for a little while lower than
the angels; you have crowned them with glory and honor, subjecting all things
under their feet.” Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside
their control. As it is, we do not yet see everything in subjection to them, but we do
see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the angels, now crowned
with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God
he might taste death for everyone. It was fitting that God, for whom and through
whom all things exist, in bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer
of their salvation perfect through sufferings. For the one who sanctifies and those
who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call
them brothers and sisters, saying, “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and
sisters, in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.”

After each Reading, the Reader may say
The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn # 483  The Head That Once Was Crowned With Thorns

1 The head that once was crowned with thorns
is crowned with glory now;
a royal diadem adorns
the mighty victor’s brow.
2 The highest place that heaven affords
is his, is his by right,
the King of kings, and Lord of lords,



and heaven’s eternal Light;
3 the joy of all who dwell above,
the joy of all below,
to whom he manifests his love
and grants his name to know.

4 To them the cross with all its shame,
with all its grace is given;
their name, an everlasting name;
their joy, the joy of heaven.
5 They suffer with their Lord below,
they reign with him above,
their profit and their joy to know
the mystery of his love.
6 The cross he bore is life and health,
though shame and death to him:
his people’s hope, his people’s wealth,
their everlasting theme.

Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying

INTRODUCTION: In the gospel reading, Jesus when asked about divorce, reaches back to the
creation story to set before his hearers the ideal of the marriage relationship, and then blesses
children.

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Mark
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Some Pharisees came, and to test Jesus they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to
divorce his wife?” He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” They
said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.”
But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this
commandment for you. But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male
and female.” ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined
to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” So they are no longer two, but one
flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” Then in the
house the disciples asked him again about this matter. He said to them, “Whoever
divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; and if she
divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” People were
bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples
spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them,



“Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that
the kingdom of God belongs. Truly | tell you, whoever does not receive the
kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” And he took them up in his
arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.

After the Gospel, the Reader says
The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to thee, O Christ.
The Sermon The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Priest-in-Charge
The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.



He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the Prayers and Confession

The Prayers of the People

God never ceases to pour upon us the abundance of mercy. In thanksgiving we
respond with gratitude by saying, “Hear us, O Spirit of Truth.”

+ In thanksgiving for God’s infinite creation, the work of divine hands that shaped
the universe and breathed life into creatures of clay; the mystery of changing
seasons and the unending beauty of an expanding universe; remembering
especially Antonio, Secretary General of the United Nations, Joe, our President,
Ned our Governor, Jim, the First Selectman of the town of Washington, the
members of our Congresses and Courts may we cherish these marvelous and holy
gifts and guard them for generations to come; for this we pray.

Hear us, O Spirit of Truth.

+ In thanksgiving for the gift of the Word made flesh, Jesus, through whom we see
the Father’s face, and by whom we are called to reflect God’s compassion to the
poor, his forgiveness to those who have departed from his ways, and his embrace
of those who return to his love, remembering especially Hosam, the Archbishop of
the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem; Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury;
Bartholomew, Patriarch of Constantinople; Francis, Bishop of Rome; Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; and lan and Laura, our Bishops, Fr. Geoff, our priest, and for all
the members of this congregation; for this we pray.

Hear us, O Spirit of Truth.

+ That our hearts may be fertile soil for the liberating commandments of God,
which guide our footsteps in spite of our desires, and reveal a sure compass when
we have lost our way, remembering especially the Washington Council of
Congregations; for this we pray.

Hear us, O Spirit of Truth.

+ That our friendships and relationships may be nurtured by mutual affection and
joy, communication and forgiveness, and a common trust in the eternal love of the
God, remembering especially those for whom our prayers are asked: Mary Jo
Keating, Tom Witt, Kathy Coe, Diana Clark, Lisa Lafleur, and all who are
housebound especially Janet Chenery and Joan Beattie; for this we pray.



Hear us, O Spirit of Truth.

+ That we may give special honor to our children and young people, providing for
their formation as lively and informed followers of Jesus, and welcoming them to
the Holy Meal of God’s kingdom; for this we pray.

Hear us, O Spirit of Truth.

+ That all the faithful departed, and especially the more than 2,000 Americans
dying needlessly daily in this pandemic, may be joined together in the blessed
company of all the saints; for this we pray.

Hear us, O Spirit of Truth.

Knit together through the liberating waters of baptism, and united as a baptizing
community, we pause now so that all may add their own petitions or thanksgiving,
either silently in their hearts or aloud in our midst.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

Everliving God, whose will it is that all should come to you through your
Son Jesus Christ: Inspire our witness to him, that all may know the power of his
forgiveness and the hope of his resurrection; who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Confession of Sin

The Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.
Minister and People

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake
of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight
in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says

The Almighty and most merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission
of all your sins, but also time for true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace
and consolation of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Peace
The Celebrant says to the people

The peace of the Lord be always with you.



People And also with you.
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

The Holy Communion

The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences of Scripture.
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,
an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2

Offertory Anthem With Prayer And Supplication Amy Beach (1867-1944)

The Great Thanksgiving
The Celebrant faces the congregation and sings or says

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them up to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ
our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, and by
his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore we
praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:

Sanctus Missa super Ecce quam bonum Hans Leo Hassler (1564-1612)

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the consecration prayer
Then the Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself:
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He
stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his



disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you
these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you
In unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into
the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now
and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,



for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept. Then may be sung or said

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Agnus Dei  Missa super Ecce quam bonum Hans Leo Hassler (1564-1612)
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All baptized Christians of all ages and denominations are welcome to
receive Communion in this place.
This is God’s house and the Lord’s table, not ours

Communion will be distributed in one kind only, the bread, and will be received in the pews,
so it is very important that attendees sit in every other pew as designated, so that the
Celebrant can move along in the empty pews to share. If an attendee does not wish to receive
Communion, they need only to cross their hands over their chest so to signify. Others may
receive as they wish, standing, kneeling, or seated. Please wait until the Celebrant has
passed before removing your masks and consuming the bread.

Communion Hymns #316  This Is The Hour Of Banquet And Of Song

1 This is the hour of banquet and of song;
this is the heavenly table spread for me;
here let me feast, and feasting, still prolong
the brief, bright hour of fellowship with thee.
2 Too soon we rise; we go our several ways;
the feast, though not the love, is past and gone,
the Bread and Wine consumed: yet all our days
thou still art here with us-our Shield and Sun.
3 Feast after feast thus comes and passes by,
yet, passing, points to the glad feast above,
giving us foretaste of the festal joy,
the Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love.

for online worshippers, and for those who for other reasons choose not to receive, here is the
Prayer for Spiritual Communion:



A Prayer for Spiritual Communion

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the
Holy Eucharist is celebrated, we desire to offer our praise and thanksgiving. We
present to you our souls and bodies with the earnest desire that we may always be
united to you. And since we are not now receiving you physically, we ask you to
come into our hearts spiritually. We embrace you with all the affections of our
souls, confident that nothing can ever separate us from the love God, in Christ
Jesus our Lord. Amen.

After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
The People may join in saying this prayer

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual
food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in

peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness
and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be among
you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Recessional Hymn # 376 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

1 Joyful, joyful, we adore thee,
God of glory, Lord of love;
hearts unfold like flowers before thee,
praising thee, their sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
drive the dark of doubt away;
giver of immortal gladness,
fill us with the light of day.
2 All thy works with joy surround thee,
earth and heaven reflect thy rays,
stars and angels sing around thee,
center of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain,
blooming meadow, flashing sea,



chanting bird and flowing fountain,

call us to rejoice in thee.
3 Thou art giving and forgiving,

ever blessing, ever blest,

well-spring of the joy of living,
ocean-depth of happy rest!

Thou our Father, Christ our Brother:
all who live in love are thine;

teach us how to love each other,
lift us to the joy divine.

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.

Postlude Introduction & Fugue in E-flat ~ William Boyce (1711-1779)

The flowers on the High Altar today are given to the Glory of God

Anyone may reserve altar flowers on a particular Sunday for memorials.
The Altar Flower Chart is in the Parish Hall or on the SJ Google Drive.
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