Welcome to St. John’s Church

The Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost:

September 5, 2021
8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.

WELCOME BACK TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP!

The health and safety of the most vulnerable in our congregation and community remains
the highest concern to St. John'’s. Remember that many in our communities are not
vaccinated; like most of those under 16 years old, those who are immuno-compromised,
and those who have chosen not to be vaccinated for other reasons. While many are now
vaccinated, remember that even a small percentage of those vaccinated can contract the
corona virus, and while their symptoms may be milder, they can also spread the virus to
loved ones and friends back home. We have not yet reached herd immunity as a nation. So
please remain vigilant in safety protocols, mindful of the risk in our community, masked
indoors, social distancing and getting vaccinated if possible. And be assured that we will
continue to ‘live stream’ our worship to both our St. John’s YouTube Page and our St.
John’s Facebook page.



THE HOLY EUCHARIST
The Liturgy for the Proclamation of the Word of God
and Celebration of the Holy Communion

In accordance with the guidelines of the CDC and the CT Department of Health, St.
John’s asks everyone to wear masks inside the church, whether vaccinated or not.

Prelude Trumpet Voluntary in D John Bennett
Aria Janet Correll

Opening Hymn # 376  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

1 Joyful, joyful, we adore thee,
God of glory, Lord of love;
hearts unfold like flowers before thee,
praising thee, their sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
drive the dark of doubt away;
giver of immortal gladness,
fill us with the light of day.
2 All thy works with joy surround thee,
earth and heaven reflect thy rays,
stars and angels sing around thee,
center of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain,
blooming meadow, flashing sea,
chanting bird and flowing fountain,
call us to rejoice in thee.
3 Thou art giving and forgiving,
ever blessing, ever blest,
well-spring of the joy of living,
ocean-depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our Brother:
all who live in love are thine;
teach us how to love each other,
lift us to the joy divine.



The Word of God

The people standing, the Celebrant may say
Celebrant ~ Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People Glory to God for ever and ever.

The Celebrant says

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Trisagion S # 102
Holy God,

Holy and Mighty,

Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us.

The Collect of the Day

The Celebrant says to the people
God be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant  Let us pray.

The Celebrant says the Collect.

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always
resist the proud who confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those
who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

INTRODUCTION: Our Old Testament reading offers instruction in the characteristics of a
well-ordered and godly life drawn from the wisdom literature attributed to King Solomon.

A Reading from the Book of Proverbs:

A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches,
and favour is better than silver or gold.

The rich and the poor have this in common:
the LORD is the maker of them all.

Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity,
and the rod of anger will fail.



Those who are generous are blessed,
for they share their bread with the poor.
Do not rob the poor because they are poor,
or crush the afflicted at the gate;
for the LORD pleads their cause
and despoils of life those who despoil them.

After each Reading, the Reader may say
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches.
People Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.

Psalm 125

1 Those who trust in the LorD are like Mount Zion, *
which cannot be moved, but stands fast for ever.

2 The hills stand about Jerusalem; *
so does the LoRD stand round about his people,
from this time forth for evermore.

3 The scepter of the wicked shall not hold sway over the land allotted to
the just, *
so that the just shall not put their hands to evil.

4 Show your goodness, O LORD, to those who are good *
and to those who are true of heart.

5 As for those who turn aside to crooked ways,
the LorD will lead them away with the evildoers; *
but peace be upon Israel.

INTRODUCTION: The Epistle of St. James, the readers are warned that practical matters of
ethical behavior among Christians are inextricable from any expression of genuine faith.

A Reading from the Epistle of St. James:

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really
believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in
fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also
comes in, and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say,
“Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,”
or, “Sit at my feet,” have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and
become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has
not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the



kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? But you have dishonored
the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into
court? Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over
you? You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture,
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” But if you show partiality, you
commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps the
whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. For the one
who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.”
Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a
transgressor of the law. So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the
law of liberty. For judgment will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no
mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment. What good is it, my brothers and sisters,
iIf you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save you? If a
brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go
in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily
needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.

After each Reading, the Reader may say
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches.
People Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn # 567 Thine Arm, O Lord, In Days Of Old

1 Thine arm, O Lord, in days of old
was strong to heal and save;
it triumphed o’er disease and death,
o’er darkness and the grave.
To thee they went, the blind, the deaf,
the palsied, and the lame,
the leper set apart and shunned,
the sick with fevered frame.
2 And lo! thy touch brought life and health,
gave hearing, strength, and sight;
and youth renewed and frenzy calmed
owned thee, the Lord of light:
and now, O Lord, be near to bless,
almighty as of yore,
Iin crowded street, by restless couch,
as by Gennesaret’s shore.



3 Be thou our great deliverer still,

thou Lord of life and death;

restore and quicken, soothe and bless,
with thine almighty breath:

to hands that work and eyes that see,
give wisdom’s heavenly lore,

that whole and sick, and weak and strong,
may praise thee evermore.

Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying

INTRODUCTION: In our gospel this morning, Jesus retreats from the crowd only to be
confronted by a Syrophoenician woman begging for her daughter ’s sake.

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Mark
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and
did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a
woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him,
and she came and bowed down at his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of
Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter.
He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the
children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” But she answered him, “Sir, even the
dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” Then he said to her, “For saying
that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” So she went home, found
the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. Then he returned from the
region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the
region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who had an
impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. He took
him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and
he spat and touched his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said
to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And immediately his ears were
opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered them
to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed
it. They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well;
he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”



After the Gospel, the Reader says
The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to thee, O Christ.
The Sermon The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Priest-in-Charge

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



The Prayers of the People

Gracious Father, help us to avoid distinction between members in our
congregations and increase our compassion and gratitude for all you have given
to us, as we offer our prayers and thanksgivings this day, responding to each
petition by saying, “Savior, be with us.”

+ Open our ears to hear the wisdom of the poor and alienated, so that our faith
may increase, and our generosity expand; let us pray.
Savior, be with us.

+ Help us to love our neighbors more than we love ourselves, not just in prayer
and words, but in works of mercy, that we may help others in establishing
schools, medical centers, wells for water, farms for food, and security that leads
to freedom from fear; let us pray.

Savior, be with us.

+ Grant integrity to lawyers and judges, legislators and corporate leaders, that
through the honest execution of their responsibilities a renewal of trust may
prevail in the governments and institutions of the world, remembering especially
Antoénio, Secretary General of the United Nations, Joe, our President, Ned our
Governor, Jim, the First Selectman of the town of Washington, the members of
our Congresses and Courts; let us pray.

Savior, be with us.

+ Arouse the missionary zeal of the Church, especially Hosam, the Archbishop
of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem; Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury;
Bartholomew, Patriarch of Constantinople; Francis, Bishop of Rome; Michael,
our Presiding Bishop; and lan and Laura, our Bishops, Fr. Geoff, our priest, and
for all the members of this congregation; that we may be a welcoming
community to all, bringing others into the fellowship of the holy and undivided
Trinity, and equipping them to bear witness to the liberating love of Jesus. Also
bless and grant the Bishop Transition Committee the gifts of wisdom, humility,
and empathy as they discern your will for a new shepherd, inspirational leader,
and willing advocate as we further your work in the Episcopal Church in CT; let
us pray.

Savior, be with us.

+ Stay with those who labor for their daily bread, that they may be given a fair
wage, healthy and safe working conditions, and the opportunity for
advancement, remembering especially the work of the Washington Council of
Congregations; let us pray.

Savior, be with us.



+ In thanksgiving for teachers who tend to the formation of our children; may
they work with enthusiasm and creativity in a safe environment, as they equip
our young people for the challenges of an ever-changing world; let us pray.
Savior, be with us.

+ For those who are suffering in this time of disquiet, especially in Gulf States in
wake of Hurricane Ida, and in Haiti, in Afghanistan, and throughout this nation,
remembering especially those for whom our prayers are asked, Mary Jo Keating,
Marlene Smith, Tom Witt, Kathy Coe, Diana Clark, Lisa Lafleur, Ken Hecken,
in quarantine and rehabilitation, and all who are housebound especially Janet
Chenery and Joan Beattie; let us pray.

Savior, be with us.

+ For those who have died, especially remembering the more than 1,000 people
a day needlessly dying in this country of the covid virus; and for those who have
died in vacant lots and empty rooms, overcrowded hospitals, and overwhelmed
nursing homes, that they may take their place in the eternal fellowship of the
Lamb’s high feast; let us pray.

Savior, be with us.

With God’s mercy to temper our judgments, let us continue our prayers and
thanksgivings, pausing now so that all may add their own petitions or
thanksgiving, either silently in their hearts or aloud in our midst.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

ook with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live
with injustice, terror, disease, and death as their constant companions. Have
mercy upon us. Help us to eliminate our cruelty to these our neighbors.
Strengthen those who spend their lives establishing equal protection of the law
and equal opportunities for all. And grant that every one of us may enjoy a fair
portion of the riches of this land; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession of Sin

The Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.
Minister and People
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing

your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in
ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that



enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive,
restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide
in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says

The Almighty and most merciful Lord grant you absolution and
remission of all your sins, but also time for true repentance, amendment of life,
and the grace and consolation of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Peace
The Celebrant says to the people

The peace of Christ be always with you.
People And also with you.

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

The Holy Communion

The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences of Scripture.
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,
an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2

Offertory Hymn # 652  Dear Lord And Father Of Mankind

1 Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
forgive our foolish ways!
Reclothe us in our rightful mind,
in purer lives thy service find,
in deeper reverence, praise.
2 In simple trust like theirs who heard,
beside the Syrian sea,
the gracious calling of the Lord,
let us, like them, without a word,
rise up and follow thee.
3 O Sabbath rest by Galilee!
O calm of hills above,
where Jesus knelt to share with thee
the silence of eternity
interpreted by love!



4 Drop thy still dews of quietness,
till all our strivings cease;
take from our souls the strain and stress,
and let our ordered lives confess
the beauty of thy peace.

5 Breathe through the heats of our desire
thy coolness and thy balm;
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;
speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire,
O still, small voice of calm.

The Great Thanksgiving
The Celebrant faces the congregation and sings or says

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them up to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and
called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining
our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven,
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People S# 130

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Then the Celebrant continues



We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your
Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus,
your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin
Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered
us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought
us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon
it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other
vessel containing wine to be consecrated.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they
may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him,
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with
St. John, our Patron and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of
your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.



And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept. Then may be sung or said

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
This is God’s table, not ours. All are welcome here.

Communion will be distributed in one kind only, the bread, and will be received in the
pews, so it is very important that attendees sit in every other pew as designated, so that
the Celebrant can move along in the empty pews to share. If an attendee does not wish to
receive Communion, they need only to cross their hands over their chest so to signify.
Others may receive as they wish, standing, kneeling, or seated. Please wait until the
Celebrant has passed before removing your masks and consuming the bread.

for online worshippers, and for those who for other reasons choose not to receive, here is
the Prayer for Spiritual Communion:

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the
Holy Eucharist is celebrated, we desire to offer our praise and thanksgiving. We
present to you our souls and bodies with the earnest desire that we may always



be united to you. And since we are not now receiving you physically, we ask you
to come into our hearts spiritually. We embrace you with all the affections of
our souls, confident that nothing can ever separate us from the love God, in
Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Communion Hymns: sung by the Choir

After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
The People may join in saying this prayer

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and
nourishing us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and
Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may
proclaim your love to the world and continue in the risen life of Christ our
Savior. Amen.
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts
and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our
Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Closing Hymn # 423 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great Name we praise.
2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;
thy justice like mountains high soaring above
thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love.
3 To all life thou givest, to both great and small;
in all life thou livest, the true life of all;
we blossom and flourish, like leaves on the tree,
then wither and perish; but nought changeth thee.
4 Thou reignest in glory, thou rulest in light,
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
all laud we would render: O help us to see
’tis only the splendor of light hideth thee.



Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.

Postlude Fugue In G John Stanley

The flowers on the High Altar today are given to the Glory of God

Anyone may reserve altar flowers on a particular Sunday for memorials.
The Altar Flower Chart is in the Parish Hall.
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