Welcome to St. John’s Church

The Third Sunday of Advent

December 12, 2021
8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.

WELCOME TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP!

The health and safety of the most vulnerable in our congregation and community remains the
highest concern to St. John’s. Remember that many in our communities are not vaccinated;
all of those under 5 years old, those who are immuno-compromised, and those who have
chosen not to be vaccinated for other reasons. While many are now vaccinated, remember
that even a small percentage of those vaccinated can contract the corona virus, and while
their symptoms may be milder, they can also spread the virus to loved ones and friends back
home. We have not yet reached herd immunity as a nation. So please remain vigilant in
safety protocols, mindful of the risk in our community, masked indoors, social distancing and
getting vaccinated if possible. And be assured that we will continue to ‘live stream’ our
worship to both our St. John’s YouTube Page and our St. John’s Facebook page.



THE HOLY EUCHARIST
The Liturgy for the Proclamation of the Word of God
and Celebration of the Holy Communion

St. John’s asks everyone to wear masks inside the church, whether vaccinated or not.
Prelude Rejoice in the Lord Alway Henry Purcell (1659-1695)

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell
Processional Hymn # 68 Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers

1 Rejoice! rejoice, believers,
and let your lights appear!
The evening is advancing,
and darker night is near.
The Bridegroom is arising,
and soon he will draw nigh;
up, watch in expectation!
at midnight comes the cry.
2 See that your lamps are burning,
replenish them with oil;
look now for your salvation,
the end of sin and toil.
The marriage-feast is waiting,
the gates wide open stand;
rise up, ye heirs of glory,
the Bridegroom is at hand!
3 Our hope and expectation,
O Jesus, now appear;
arise, thou Sun so longed for,
above this darkened sphere!
With hearts and hands uplifted,
we plead, O Lord, to see
the day of earth’s redemption,
and ever be with thee!



The Word of God

The people standing, the Celebrant may say
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

The Celebrant says

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Kyrie Missa Brevis Para Voces Blancas Alberto Barea (b. 1973)

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

The Collect of the Day
The Celebrant says to the people

The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Celebrant ~ Let us pray.
The Celebrant says the Collect.

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and,
because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy
speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

INTRODUCTION: In the reading from the Hebrew Bible, the prophet foretells a time when the
judgment of Israel will be ended and the mighty Lord will bring victory and renewal to God’s
people.

A Reading from the Book of the prophet Zephaniah (3:14-20)
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion;
shout, O Israel!

Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter Jerusalem!

The LORD has taken away the judgments against you,
he has turned away your enemies.



The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst;
you shall fear disaster no more.

On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:

Do not fear, O Zion;
do not let your hands grow weak.

The LoRD, your God, is in your midst,
a warrior who gives victory;

he will rejoice over you with gladness,
he will renew you in his love;

he will exult over you with loud singing
as on a day of festival.

| will remove disaster from you,
so that you will not bear reproach for it.

| will deal with all your oppressors
at that time.

And I will save the lame
and gather the outcast,

and | will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth.

At that time I will bring you home,
at the time when | gather you;

for I will make you renowned and praised
among all the peoples of the earth,

when | restore your fortunes
before your eyes, says the LORD.

After each Reading, the Reader may say
The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 85 the choir sings Anglican chant by Edwin George Monk (1819-1900)

1 You have been gracious to your land, O Lord,
* you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.

2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people
* and blotted out all their sins.

3 You have withdrawn all your fury
* and turned yourself from your wrathful indignation.



4 Restore us then, O God our Savior;
* let your anger depart from us.

5 Will you be displeased with us for ever?
* will you prolong your anger from age to age?

6 Will you not give us life again,
* that your people may rejoice in you?

7 Show us your mercy, O Lord,
* and grant us your salvation.

8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying,

* for he is speaking peace to his faithful people and to those who turn
their hearts to him.

9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him,
* that his glory may dwell in our land.

10 Mercy and truth have met together;
* righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

11 Truth shall spring up from the earth,
* and righteousness shall look down from heaven.

12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity,
*and our land will yield its increase.

13 Righteousness shall go before him,
* and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.

INTRODUCTION: In this New Testament reading, St. Paul invites the new disciples at Philippi
to exult in the Lord, who is near at hand.

A Reading from the Epistle to the Philippians (4:4-7)

Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be

known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

After each Reading, the Reader may say
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn #76  On Jordan’s Bank The Baptist’s Cry



On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
announces that the Lord is nigh;
awake and hearken, for he brings

glad tidings of the King of kings.

2 Then cleansed be every breast from sin;
make straight the way for God within,
and let each heart prepare a home
where such a mighty guest may come.

3 For thou art our salvation, Lord,
our refuge, and our great reward;
without thy grace we waste away
like flowers that wither and decay.

4 To heal the sick stretch out thine hand,
and bid the fallen sinner stand;
shine forth, and let thy light restore
earth’s own true loveliness once more.

5 All praise, eternal Son, to thee,

whose advent doth thy people free;

whom with the Father we adore

and Holy Spirit evermore.

Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying

INTRODUCTION: In our Gospel reading, John the Baptist preaches repentance to all those who
hear his call to baptism, and he tells them of the mighty one to come.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

according to St. Luke (3:7-18)
People Glory be to thee, O Lord.

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits
worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as
our ancestor'; for | tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children
to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”
And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” In reply he said to
them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and
whoever has food must do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to be baptized,



and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He said to them, “Collect
no more than the amount prescribed for you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And
we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone
by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” As the people
were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them
by saying, “l baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than | is
coming; | am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will
burn with unquenchable fire.” So, with many other exhortations, he
proclaimed the good news to the people.

After the Gospel, the Reader says
The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The Sermon The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Priest-in-Charge
The Apostles’ Creed

Officiant and People together, all standing

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Ghost,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



The Prayers of the People

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world.
The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the Prayers and Confession

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make
prayers, and supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our
prayers which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire
continually the Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and
grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy
holy Word, and live in unity and godly love.

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especially
Hosam, the Archbishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem; Justin, Archbishop
of Canterbury; Bartholomew, Patriarch of Constantinople; Francis, Bishop of
Rome; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; and lan and Laura, our Bishops, Fr. Geoff,
our priest, for all the members of this congregation and the members of the
Bishop’s Transition Committee, that they may, both by their life and doctrine, set
forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy
Sacraments.

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation
here present; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive
thy holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their
life.

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of
government in this and every land especially Antonio, Secretary General of the
United Nations, Joe, our President, Ned our Governor, Jim, the First Selectman of
the town of Washington, and the members of our Congresses and Courts, that they
may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the
world.

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works,
that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and
be faithful stewards of thy bounty.

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and
succor Bob Futh in hospital, Janet Chenery and Ted Bent in rehabiliation, Kathy
Coe, Diana Clark, Chris Smith, and Ann Hogman’s daughter-in-law, Maisie in



hospital, and all who are housebound especially Joan Beattie, and all those who, in
this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity.

Additional petitions and thanksgivings may be included here.

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith
and fear, especially the more than 800,000 Americans who have died in the global
pandemic, beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service;
and to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of the Ever-Blessed Virgin
Mary, St. John, our Patron, and all thy saints, that with them we may be partakers
of thy heavenly kingdom. Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s
sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen

Confession of Sin

The Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Minister and People

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, judge
of all men: We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness,
which we from time to time most grievously have committed, by thought, word,
and deed, against thy divine Majesty, provoking most justly thy wrath and
indignation against us. We do earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these
our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, the burden of them
is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant
that we may ever hereafter serve and please thee in newness of life, to the honor
and glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised
forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto
him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and
strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace
The Celebrant says to the people

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And with thy spiriot.

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.



The Holy Communion

The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences of Scripture.
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,
an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2

Offertory Anthem Gaude, Gaudete (Traditional, arr. Tom Brand)
The Great Thanksgiving

The Celebrant faces the congregation and sings or says

The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People It is meet and right so to do.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and
in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting
God. Because thou didst send thy beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death,
and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in
power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice
to behold his appearing. Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the
company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising
thee, and saying:

Sanctus Missa Brevis Para Voces Blancas Alberto Barea (b. 1973)

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts:

Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.

Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the consecration prayer
Then the Celebrant continues

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth,
and didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine
only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the
cross for our redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole
world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a
perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.



For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given
thanks to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is
my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it
to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant,
which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye
shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make,
with these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath
commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious
death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming
again with power and great glory.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy
Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they
may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ.

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our
souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy
Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son
Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that
we and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell
in us, and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord;

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor
and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,



and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept. Then may be sung or said

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Agnus Dei Missa Brevis Para Voces Blancas Alberto Barea (b. 1973)

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.

The following prayer may be said. The People may join in saying this prayer

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our
own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so
much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord
whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to
eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may
evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All baptized Christians of all ages and denominations are welcome to receive
Communion in this place. This is God s house and the Lord s table, not ours

Communion will be distributed in one kind only, the bread, and will be received in the pews,
as the Celebrant moves along to share. If an attendee does not wish to receive Communion,
they need only to cross their hands over their chest so to signify. Others may receive as they
wish, standing, kneeling, or seated. Please wait until the Celebrant has passed before
removing your masks and consuming the bread.

Communion Hymns # 311 O Saving Victim, Opening Wide
1o saving Victim, opening wide
the gate of heaven to us below,
our foes press on from every side,
thine aid supply, thy strength bestow.

2 All praise and thanks to thee ascend
for evermore, blest One in Three;



O grant us life that shall not end
in our true native land with thee.

for online worshippers, and for those who for other reasons choose not to receive, here is the
Prayer for Spiritual Communion:

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy
Eucharist is celebrated, we desire to offer our praise and thanksgiving. We present to you
our souls and bodies with the earnest desire that we may always be united to you. And
since we are not now receiving you physically, we ask you to come into our hearts
spiritually. We embrace you with all the affections of our souls, confident that nothing
can ever separate us from the love God, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
The People may join in saying this prayer

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou
dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious
Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby
of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate
in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and
are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly
beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may
continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast
prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee
and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing
The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and

the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be among
you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Recessional Hymn # 59 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding

1 Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding:
“Christ is nigh,” it seems to say;
“Cast away the works of darkness,
O ye children of the day.”
2 Wakened by the solemn warning,
from earth’s bondage let us rise;



Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling,
shines upon the morning skies.
3 Lo! the Lamb, so long expected,
comes with pardon down from heaven;
let us haste, with tears of sorrow,
one and all to be forgiven;
4 so when next he comes with glory,
and the world is wrapped in fear,
may he with his mercy shield us,
and with words of love draw near.
5 Honor, glory, might, and blessing
to the Father and the Son,
with the everlasting Spirit
while unending ages run.

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.

Organ Postlude

The flowers on the High Altar today are given to the Glory of God

Anyone may reserve altar flowers on a particular Sunday for memorials.
The Altar Flower Chart is in the Parish Hall or on the SJ Google Drive.

Worship Ministers Today:
The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Celebrant
Tom Brand, Organist & Choirmaster
John Magee, 8:00 Reader
Holly Flor, 10:00 Reader
Laura Daly, Veejay (VJ)
Ginny Reynolds, MB Witt: Altar Guild



ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
78 Green Hill Road
Washington, CT 06793
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Joan Burgess, Foundation Administrator

Vestry
David Gillespie, Susan McFeely, Wardens
Joan M. Beattie, Clerk
Laura Daly, Clerk Pro-Temp
Larry Littlefield, Treasurer
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Class of 2021
Robert Futh, Larry Littlefield, MB Witt
Class of 2022
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Diocesan Delegates: Sara Coles, MB Witt.

Parish Office Telephone: (860) 868-2527
St. John’s Email: stjohnschurch@snet.net

St. John’s Website: http://stjohnswashington.com/

St. John’s Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsChurchWashingtonCT

St. John’s YouTube Page:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoOwTnglRss4BT8VwFul4qqg
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