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WELCOME TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP!

The health and safety of the most vulnerable in our congregation and community remains the
highest concern to St. John’s. Remember that many in our communities are not vaccinated,
all of those under 5 years old, those who are immuno-compromised, and those who have
chosen not to be vaccinated for other reasons. While many are now vaccinated, remember
that even a small percentage of those vaccinated can contract the corona virus, and while
their symptoms may be milder, they can also spread the virus to loved ones and friends back
home. We have not yet reached herd immunity as a nation. So please remain vigilant in
safety protocols, mindful of the risk in our community, masked indoors, social distancing and
getting vaccinated if possible. And be assured that we will continue to ‘live stream’ our
worship to both our St. John’s YouTube Page and our St. John’s Facebook page.



A TRADITIONAL SERVICE OF
NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS FOR CHRISTMAS

St. John’s asks everyone to wear masks inside the church, whether vaccinated or not.

The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols was first celebrated at King's College, Cambridge on
Christmas Eve, 1918. It was an adaptation of a similar service that had been written for the
cathedral at Truro in 1880. The lessons were reordered in 1919, and what follows are the
lessons that have been used since that time. At King's College, the Festival is a Christmas Eve
service, and the lessons, and music, move deliberately from the season of Advent into
Christmastide. Many other parishes have adopted the tradition, occasionally modifying it as
needed, and it is not unusual to omit a lesson.

Prelude

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell

Processional Hymn # 102 Once In Royal David s City
first verse sung by choir only

1 Once in royal David's city
stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby
in @ manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ, her little child.

2 He came down to earth from heaven
who is God and Lord of all,

and his shelter was a stable,

and his cradle was a stall;

with the poor and mean and lowly,
lived on earth our Savior holy.

3 We, like Mary, rest confounded
that a stable should display
heaven’s Word, the world’s creator
cradled there on Christmas Day

yet this child, our Lord and brother,
brought us love for one another.



4 For he is our lifelong pattern;
Daily, when on earth he grew,

he was tempted, scorned, rejected,
tears and smiles like us he knew.
Thus he feels for all our sadness,
and he shares in all our gladness.

5 And our eyes at last shall see him,
through his own redeeming love,
for that child, so dear and gentle,

is our Lord in heav'n above,

and he leads his children on

to the place where he is gone.

6 Not in that poor, lowly stable

with the oxen standing by

we shall see him, but in heaven,

set at God's right hand on high.
Then like stars his children crowned,
all in white, his praise will sound.

A Bidding Prayer

Beloved in Christ, in this Christmastide, let it be our care and delight to hear
again the message of the Angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem,
and see this thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger.

Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of
God from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought
us by this holy Child; and let us make this place glad with our carols of praise.

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and
goodwill over all the earth; for the mission and unity of the Church for which he
died, and especially in this country and within this city.

And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time
remember in his name the poor and the helpless, the hungry and the oppressed; the
sick and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little
children; and all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who
by sin have grieved his heart of love.

Lastly, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and all those
who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, that multitude
which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with
whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one.



These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in
the words which Christ himself hath taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of
everlasting life; and unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of
Angels bring us all. Amen.

Anthem: | Wonder As | Wander arranged by John Rutter (b. 1945)

| wonder as | wander, out under the sky,
how Jesus the Saviour did come for to die
for poor on’ry people like you and like I.

| wonder as | wander, out under the sky.

When Mary birthed Jesus, ’twas in a cow’s stall,
with wise men and farmers and shepherds and all.
But high from the heavens a star’s light did fall,
and promise of ages it then did recall.

If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing,

a star in the sky, or a bird on the wing,

or all of God’s angels in heaven for to sing,

he surely could have it, ’cause he was the King.

Text: Traditional Appalachian Carol

THE FIRST LESSON read by Jonathan Hall

God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and that his seed will
bruise the serpent’s head.



The man and his wife heard the sound of the LorD God walking in the
garden at the time of the evening breeze, and they hid themselves from the
presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LoRD God called
to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you
in the garden, and | was afraid, because | was naked; and I hid myself.” He said,
“Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I
commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be
with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and | ate.” Then the LORD God said to the
woman, “What is this that you have done?”” The woman said, “The serpent tricked
me, and | ate.” The LorRD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this,
cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly
you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. | will put enmity
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike
your head, and you will strike his heel.” And to the man he said, “Because you
have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten of the tree about which |
commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it’, cursed is the ground because of you; in
toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth
for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you
shall eat bread until you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are
dust, and to dust you shall return.”

After each Reading, the Reader may say
The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Anthem: Jesus Christ the Apple Tree Elizabeth Poston

1 The tree of life my soul hath seen,
Laden with fruit, and always green:
The trees of nature fruitless be
Compared with Christ the apple tree.

2 His beauty doth all things excel:
By faith | know, but ne’er can tell
The glory which I now can see

In Jesus Christ the apple tree.

3. For happiness | long have sought,
And pleasure dearly | have bought:
| missed of all: but now I see

‘Tis found in Christ the apple tree.

4 I’'m weary with my former toil,
Here | will sit and rest awhile:



Under the shadow | will be
Of Jesus Christ the apple tree.

5 This fruit doth make my soul to thrive,
It keeps my dying faith alive;

Which makes my soul in haste to be
With Jesus Christ the apple tree.

Text: Richard Hutchins (c. 1700 - c. 1800)
THE SECOND LESSON read by Hunter Brown

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall all the nations of the earth
be blessed.

The angel of the LorD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and
said, “By myself I have sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this, and
have not withheld your son, your only son, | will indeed bless you, and | will make
your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the
seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your
offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because
you have obeyed my voice.”

After each Reading, the Reader may say

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Hymn # 60: Creator Of the Stars Of Night

1 Creator of the stars of night,
your people’s everlasting light,
O Christ, Redeemer of us all,
we pray you hear us when we call.
2 In sorrow that the ancient curse
should doom to death a universe,
you came, O Savior, to set free
your own in glorious liberty.
3 When this old world drew on toward night,
you came; but not in splendor bright,
not as a monarch, but the child
of Mary, blameless mother mild.
4 At your great Name, O Jesus, now
all knees must bend, all hearts must bow:



all things on earth with one accord,
like those in heaven, shall call you Lord.
5 Come in your holy might, we pray,
redeem us for eternal day;
defend us while we dwell below
from all assaults of our dread foe.
6 To God the Father, God the Son,
and God the Spirit, Three in One,
praise, honor, might, and glory be
from age to age eternally.

THE THIRD LESSON read by Penny Bardel

The prophet Isaiah foretells the coming of the Savior.

The people who walked in darkness

have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness--
on them light has shined.

For a child has been born for us,

a son given to us;

authority rests upon his shoulders;

and he is named

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

His authority shall grow continually,

and there shall be endless peace

for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it

with justice and with righteousness

from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LoRrD of hosts will do this.

After each Reading, the Reader may say
The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Anthem: Every Valley Shall Be Exalted from "Messiah™

George Frederick Handel (1685-1759)

Every valley shall be exalted,
and every mountain and hill made low,
the crooked straight and the rough places plain.



Text: Isaiah 40:4
THE FOURTH LESSON read by Justin Ormand
The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the LorD shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.
With righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den.
They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.

After each Reading, the Reader may say
The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Hymn # 102 Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming

1 Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming
from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming
as seers of old have sung.
It came, a blossom bright,
amid the cold of winter,
when half spent was the night.

2 Isaiah ’twas foretold it,



the Rose | have in mind,
with Mary we behold it,
the Virgin Mother kind.
To show God’s love aright,
she bore to us a Savior,
when half spent was the night.
3 O Flower, whose fragrance tender
with sweetness fills the air,
dispel in glorious splendor
the darkness everywhere;
true man, yet very God,
from sin and death now save us,
and share our every load.

An offering for the St. John’s Music Program will be taken during this anthem,
please be generous in your support

Anthem: O Day Of Peace C. Hubert H. Parry (1848-1918)

lo day of peace that dimly shines
through all our hopes and prayers and
dreams,
guide us to justice, truth, and love,
delivered from our selfish schemes.
May swords of hate fall from our hands,
our hearts from envy find release,
till by God’s grace our warring world
shall see Christ’s promised reign of peace.
2 Then shall the wolf dwell with the lamb,
nor shall the fierce devour the small;
as beasts and cattle calmly graze,
a little child shall lead them all.
Then enemies shall learn to love,
all creatures find their true accord;
the hope of peace shall be fulfilled,
for all the earth shall know the Lord.

THE FIFTH LESSON read by Sara Coles
The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary



In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, favored one! The LORD is with you.” But she was much perplexed by
his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her,
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be
great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the LorD God will give to
him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How
can this be, since I am a virgin?”” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.” Then Mary said,
“Here am I, the servant of the LoRD; let it be with me according to your word.”
Then the angel departed from her.

After each Reading, the Reader may say
The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Hymn # 365 The Angel Gabriel From Heaven Came

1 The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame;
“All hail,” said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary,
most highly favored lady,” Gloria!
2 “For know a blesséd Mother thou shalt be,
all generations laud and honor thee,
thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold,
most highly favored lady,” Gloria!
3 Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head,
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said,
“my soul shall laud and magnify his holy Name.”
Most highly favored lady, Gloria!
4 Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born
in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn,
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say-
“Most highly favored lady,” Gloria!

THE SIXTH LESSON read by Rebecca Bent



St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting
a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

After each Reading, the Reader may say
The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.
Anthem: O Holy Night Adolphe Adam (1803-1856)
THE SEVENTH LESSON read by Laura Daly

The shepherds go to the manger.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. Then an angel of the LoRD stood before them, and the glory of
the LORD shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them,
“Do not be afraid; for see-- | am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,
the LorD. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of
cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of
the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,
which the LorD has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.

After each Reading, the Reader may say
The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Hymn # 96 Angels We Have Heard On High

1 Angels we have heard on high,
singing sweetly through the night,



and the mountains in reply
echoing their brave delight.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
2 Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why these songs of happy cheer?
What great brightness did you see?
What glad tidings did you hear?
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
3 Come to Bethlehem and see
him whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee
Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
4 See him in a manger laid
whom the angels praise above;
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,
while we raise our hearts in love.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

THE EIGHTH LESSON read by John Magee
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise
men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been
born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay
him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem
with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem
of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

"And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israel.”

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so
that | may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set
out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it



stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for
their own country by another road.

After each Reading, the Reader may say
The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Anthem  Videntes Stellam Magi G. P. da Palestrina (c. 1525-1594)

Translation: Seeing the star, the magi rejoiced with great joy;
and entering the house,

they found the boy, with Mary, His mother,

and fell down and worshiped Him.

And having opened their treasures,

they offered Him gifts:

gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

Text: Matthew 2: 10-11
THE NINTH LESSON read by Fr. Geoff Hahneman
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in
him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was
not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the
world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not
accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power
to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh
or of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory,
the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.

After each Reading, the Reader may say
The Word of the Lord.



People Thanks be to God.
Hymn # 100 Joy To The world!

1 Joy to the world! the Lord is come:
let earth receive her King;
let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing.
2 Joy to the world! the Savior reigns;
let us our songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills
and plains,
repeat the sounding joy.
3 No more let sins and sorrows grow,
nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found.
4 He rules the world with truth and
grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness,
and wonders of his love.

THE FINAL PRAYER AND BLESSING
The Celebrant says to the people
The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Celebrant  Let us pray.
The Celebrant says the Collect.

Merciful God, who sent thy messengers the prophets to preach repentance
and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and
forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our
Redeemer; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be among
you, and remain with you always. Amen.



Recessional Hymn # 87 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

1 Hark! the herald angels sing
glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim
Christ is born in Bethlehem!
Hark! the herald angels sing
glory to the newborn King!
2 Christ, by highest heaven adored;
Christ, the everlasting Lord;
late in time behold him come,
offspring of the Virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
hail the incarnate Deity.
Pleased as man with man to dwell;
Jesus, our Emmanuel!
Refrain
3 Mild he lays his glory by,
born that we no more may die,
born to raise us from the earth,
born to give us second birth.
Risen with healing in his wings,
light and life to all he brings,
hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Refrain

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.

Organ Postlude
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