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Welcome to St. John’s Church 

 

The Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday 

April 2, 2023 

10:00 a.m. 
 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES AT ST. JOHN’S 

Sunday, April 2
nd

, 10:00 a.m. 

 Palm Sunday Service, with chanting of the Passion 

Thursday, April 6
th
, 6:00 p.m. 

Maundy Thursday Service, with foot-washing 

Friday, April 7
th
, 12:00 noon 

 Good Friday Stations of the Cross 

Sunday, April 9
th
, 6:15 a.m. 

 Ecumenical Sunrise Easter Service    at the Old Stone Church, New Preston 

Sunday, April 9
th
, 10:00 a.m. 

 Easter Sunday Festival High Mass 

Sunday, April 9
th
, 11:30 a.m. 

 Children’s Easter Egg Hunt  
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THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

Children’s activity bags are available on the bench by the Baptistry.  

Please return them after the Service.  

Choral Prelude       Pueri Hebraeorum           Tomás Luis de Victoria (1548-1611) 
Translation: The Hebrew children, bearing olive branches, 

went forth to meet the Lord, crying out, and saying, 

Hosanna in the highest. 

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell 

The Liturgy of the Palms 

Celebrant Blessed is the King who cometh in the name of the Lord.  

People Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.  

Celebrant  Let us pray.  

Assist us mercifully with thy help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we 

may enter with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby thou hast 

given us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Here a Deacon or other person appointed reads the following                     (Matthew 21:1-11) 

When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached 

Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go 

into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a 

colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just 

say this, `The Lord needs them.' And he will send them immediately." This took 

place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, "Tell the 

daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a 

donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." The disciples went and did as Jesus 

had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on 

them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and 

others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that 

went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, "Hosanna to the Son of David! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest 

heaven! When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who 

is this?" The crowds were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 

Galilee.”  

The Celebrant then says the following blessing  

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  

People  And with thy spirit.  

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
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People  It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you 

have redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered 

the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by 

those who spread their garments and branches of palm along his way. Let these 

branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear them in his 

name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to 

eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and 

for ever. Amen. 

The following or some other suitable anthem may then be said as the palms are distributed  

Opening Anthem    Hosanna to the Son of David    Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625) 

Celebrant  Let us go forth in peace.  

People  In the name of Christ. Amen.  

The congregation may join the choir in processing around the church. 

Processional Hymn # 154  All Glory, Laud, And Honor 
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The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 

The Lord be with you. 

People  And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

The Celebrant says the Collect. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who, of thy tender love towards mankind, 

hast sent thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our flesh, and to suffer 

death upon the cross, that all mankind should follow the example of his great 

humility: Mercifully grant that we may both follow the example of his patience, 

and also be made partakers of his resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

The Lessons 

INTRODUCTION: The reading from the Hebrew Bible tells of the servant who speaks for the 

Lord and suffers persecution, but still trusts in God’s help and vindication. 

A Reading from the Scroll of Isaiah (50:4-9a) 

The Lord GOD has given me 

the tongue of a teacher, 

that I may know how to sustain 

the weary with a word. 

Morning by morning he wakens-- 

wakens my ear 

to listen as those who are taught. 
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The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 

and I was not rebellious, 

I did not turn backward. 

I gave my back to those who struck me, 

and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

I did not hide my face 

from insult and spitting. 

The Lord GOD helps me; 

therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like flint, 

and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 

he who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? 

Let us stand up together. 

Who are my adversaries? 

Let them confront me. 

It is the Lord GOD who helps me; 

who will declare me guilty? 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 31:9-16  the congregation is invited to join in the Refrain 

 

9 Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; * 

my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 

10 For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; * 

my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed. 

11 I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors, 

a dismay to those of my acquaintance; * 

when they see me in the street they avoid me. 

12 I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; * 

I am as useless as a broken pot. 
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13 For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; * 

they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 

14 But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. * 

I have said, “You are my God. 

15 My times are in your hand; * 

rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute 

me. 

16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 

and in your loving-kindness save me.” 

INTRODUCTION: In this New Testament reading we hear from one of the earliest Christian 

hymns how Christ Jesus accepted the condition of a servant, was obedient even unto death, and 

was then given the name that was above all other names. 

A Reading from the Second Letter of Paul to the Philippians (2:5-11) 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in 

the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 

but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And 

being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point 

of death -- even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave 

him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee 

should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Hymn # 474      When I Survey The Wondrous Cross 
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The Passion Gospel may be read or chanted by lay persons 

St. Matthew Passion -Tomás Luis de Victoria (1548 - 1611) 

The congregation may be seated for the first part of the Passion.  

At the verse which mentions the arrival at Golgotha, the place of the Skull, all stand. 

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew 

Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the 

King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” But when he was accused by the 

chief priests and elders, he did not answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not 

hear how many accusations they make against you?” But he gave him no answer, 

not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 

Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the 

crowd, anyone whom they wanted. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, 

called Jesus Barabbas. So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do 

you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the 

Messiah?” For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him 

over. While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have 

nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal 

because of a dream about him.” Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the 

crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again said to 
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them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, 

“Barabbas.” Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called 

the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be crucified!” Then he asked, “Why, 

what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” 

So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was 

beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I 

am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” Then the people as a whole 

answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” So he released Barabbas for 

them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s 

headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort around him. They stripped him 

and put a scarlet robe on him, and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put 

it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked 

him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They spat on him, and took the reed and 

struck him on the head. After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put 

his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 

As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they 

compelled this man to carry his cross. And when they came to a place called 

Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), (congregation stands) they offered him 

wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And 

when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting 

lots; then they sat down there and kept watch over him. Over his head they put the 

charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 

Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his 

left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “You who 

would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the 

Son of God, come down from the cross.” In the same way the chief priests also, 

along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, “He saved others; he 

cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross 

now, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he 

wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’” The bandits who were crucified with him 

also taunted him in the same way. 

From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 

afternoon. And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema 

sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” When 

some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” At once 

one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and 

gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will 

come to save him.” Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. 

At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The 
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earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened, and many 

bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. After his resurrection they 

came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to many. Now when 

the centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the 

earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was 

God’s Son!” 

When the Liturgy of the Palms has preceded, the Creed and Confession of Sin may be omitted. 

The Prayers of the People 

Jesus stretched out his arms of love and embraced human suffering, drawing the 

peoples of the world into his wounded heart, that they might share in his 

resurrection. With great devotion and gratitude, we lift our voices in prayer, 

responding, “Christ, have mercy.”  

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the prayers 

+ For Christians throughout the world who are being imprisoned and persecuted 

for their belief in Christ, that faith may be their shield, courage a mantle upon their 

shoulders, and love a lantern to their footsteps; Lord, have mercy.  

Christ, have mercy.  

+ That we may pass over from weapons of war to the armaments of peace: food, 

education, meaningful work, security, water, and health care; Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy.  

+ For Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael., our Presiding Bishop; Jeff & 

Laura, Bishops of our diocese; and Fr. Geoffrey, our priest, that through their 

words and presence we may be guided faithfully through our Holy Week 

pilgrimage; Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy.  

+ That we may confess the sovereignty of Christ, sharing his unique expression of 

love, and inviting the un-churched to join in the Paschal Feast; Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy.  

+ That we may prepare ourselves to welcome into the community of faith those 

who will be baptized this Easter season, and to support and affirm those who will 

be confirmed, received, or who will reaffirm their faith; Lord, have mercy.  

Christ, have mercy.  

+ For those who are suffering, especially Mary Jo Keating, Kathy Coe, and for 

those who have departed this life in the fellowship of Jesus and his apostles, that 

they may reside in his eternal presence; Lord, have mercy.  

Christ, have mercy.  
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Lord, have mercy upon us who humbly put our trust in you, as we pause our 

prayers so that all present may add our own petitions and thanksgivings, either 

aloud in our midst or silently in our hearts.  

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

O merciful Father, who hast taught us in thy holy Word that thou dost not 

willingly afflict or grieve the children of men: Look with pity upon the sorrows of 

thy servants for whom our prayers are offered. Remember them, O Lord, in thy 

mercy, nourish them with thy patience, comfort them with a sense of thy goodness, 

lift up thy countenance upon them, and give them peace; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. Amen.  

The Peace 
The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And with thy spirit. 

The Holy Communion 

The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences of Scripture. 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, 

an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2 

Offertory Anthem Were You There?           Spiritual 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Celebrant faces the congregation and sings or says 

The Lord be with you. 

People  And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 

People  It is meet and right so to do. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and 

in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting 

God. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who for our sins was lifted high upon the 

cross, that he might draw the whole world to himself; who by his suffering and 

death became the author of eternal salvation for all who put their trust in him. 

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we 

laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 
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Sanctus Contrafact Missa Brevis No. 1     Thomas Tomkins (1572-1656) 

Translation:  Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 

Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 

Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the Great Thanksgiving 

Then the Celebrant continues 

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and 

earth, and didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give 

thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon 

the cross for our redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the 

whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a 

perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; 

and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel 

containing wine to be consecrated. 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is 

my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 

to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, 

which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye 

shall drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, 

with these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath 

commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious 

death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming 

again with power and great glory. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy 

Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they 

may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ. 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise 

and thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our 

souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy 

Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son 

Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that 
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we and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell 

in us, and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord; 

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor 

and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Breaking of the Bread   

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

Fraction Anthem S # 153 Christ Our Passover            Willan 

 

 
Agnus Dei Contrafact Missa Brevis No. 1     Thomas Tomkins (1572-1656) 

Translation: O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 

The following prayer may be said. The People may join in saying this prayer 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our 

own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so 

much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord 

whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to 
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eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may 

evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

Behold the Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance 

that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

All baptized Christians of all ages and denominations are welcome to receive 

Communion in this place. This is God’s house and the Lord’s table, not ours 

Those wishing to receive Communion should come forward to the Altar rail as directed. The 

Celebrant will intinct the wafer in the chalice and place the consecrated host in the open 

hands or upon the tongue of the communicant, as desired. 

Gluten free wafers are available. Just ask at the altar rail if you wish one. 

If you need to receive Communion in the pews, just let the ushers know 

for online worshippers, and for those who for other reasons choose not to receive, here is a 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion: 

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the 

Holy Eucharist is celebrated, we desire to offer our praise and thanksgiving. We 

present to thee our souls and bodies with the earnest desire that we may always 

be united to you. And since we cannot now receive thee physically, we ask thou 

to come into our hearts spiritually. We embrace thee with all the affections of 

our souls, confident that nothing can ever separate us from the love God, in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

Communion Hymn # 314 Humbly I Adore Thee, Verity Unseen 
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After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou 

dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious 

Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby 

of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate 

in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and 

are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly 

beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may 

continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast 

prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee 

and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 

the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the 

blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst 

you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
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Closing Hymn # 158 Ah, Holy Jesus, How Hast Thou Offended 

 

 

 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Congregation departs in silence. 

  



16 
 

Worship Ministers Today:  

The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman: Celebrant  

Tom Brand: Organist & Choirmaster  

Sara Coles: 10:00 Reader 

Laura Daly: Crucifer 

Sara Coles: Chalicer 

Laura Daly: Veejay (VJ) 

Veronique Dulack: Coffee Hour Hostess 

Susie Magee, MB Witt: Altar Guild 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

78 Green Hill Road 

Washington, CT 06793 

Parish Office Telephone: (860) 868-2527 

Parish Office Hours: Wednesdays and Fridays, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

St. John’s Email: stjohnschurch@snet.net 

St. John’s Website: http://stjohnswashington.com/ 

St. John’s Facebook Page: 

https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsChurchWashingtonCT 

St. John’s YouTube Page: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoOwTnqlRss4BT8VwFul4qg 

 

Staff 
The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Priest-in-Charge 

Tom Brand, Organist & Choirmaster 

Dawn Rosiello, Parish Administrator 

Joan Burgess, Foundation Administrator 

Vestry 
Mary Davis, Jay Bauer: Wardens 

David Gillespie: Treasurer 

Andris Kalnins: Assistant Treasurer  

Laura Daly: Clerk 

Class of 2023 

Laura Daly, Veronique Dulack, Joseph Claro 

Class of 2024 

Rebecca Bent, Michael Del Nin, Susan McFeely 

Class of 2025 

Worth Bracken, Sara Coles, Andris Kalnins 

Diocesan Delegates: Sara Coles, MB Witt 

Laura Daly: Alternate 
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