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THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
The Liturgy for the Proclamation of the Word of God  

and Celebration of the Holy Communion 

Organ Prelude 

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell 

Opening Hymn # 509  O God Of Bethel 

 

 
The people standing, the Celebrant may say 

Celebrant  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 

People  Glory to God for ever and ever. 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Trisagion S # 102 

 



 

 

 
The Collect of the Day 
The Celebrant says to the people 

God be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

The Celebrant says the Collect. 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, 

nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler 

and guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things 

eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Readings 
INTRODUCTION: Our Hebrew scripture story, Jacob meets his match in his future father-in-law, 

the deceptive Laban. 

A Reading from the Scroll of Genesis (28:10-19a) 

Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore 

serve me for nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?” Now Laban had two 

daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 

Leah’s eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful. Jacob loved Rachel; 

so he said, “I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.” Laban 

said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to any other man; 

stay with me.” So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a 

few days because of the love he had for her. Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my 

wife that I may go in to her, for my time is completed.” So Laban gathered together 

all the people of the place, and made a feast. But in the evening he took his daughter 

Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to 

his daughter Leah to be her maid.) When morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said 

to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? 

Why then have you deceived me?” Laban said, “This is not done in our country—

giving the younger before the firstborn. Complete the week of this one, and we will 



 

 

give you the other also in return for serving me another seven years.” Jacob did so, 

and completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife. 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 105: 1-11, 45a 

1 Give thanks to the LORD and call upon his Name; * 

make known his deeds among the peoples. 

2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, * 

and speak of all his marvelous works. 

3 Glory in his holy Name; * 

let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 

4 Search for the LORD and his strength; * 

continually seek his face. 

5 Remember the marvels he has done, * 

his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 

6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, * 

O children of Jacob his chosen. 

7 He is the LORD our God; * 

his judgments prevail in all the world. 

8 He has always been mindful of his covenant, * 

the promise he made for a thousand generations: 

9 The covenant he made with Abraham, * 

the oath that he swore to Isaac, 

10 Which he established as a statute for Jacob, * 

an everlasting covenant for Israel, 

11 Saying, "To you will I give the land of Canaan * 

to be your allotted inheritance." 

45b Hallelujah! 

INTRODUCTION: In this reading, Paul expresses his great confidence that God is for us, making 

love known to humankind through the sacrifice of the Son and the help of the Spirit. 

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans (8:12-25) 

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 

ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who 



 

 

searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes 

for the saints according to the will of God. We know that all things work together for 

good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. For those 

whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 

order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he 

predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those 

whom he justified he also glorified. What then are we to say about these things? If 

God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him 

up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will bring any 

charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ 

Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed 

intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or 

distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all day long; 

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more 

than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, 

nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 

height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Hymn # 533  How Wondrous And Great 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

INTRODUCTION: The Gospel reading is five of Jesus’ short parables: the mustard seed, the 

leaven, the hidden treasure, the priceless pearl, and the net. 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ  

according to St. Matthew (13:24-30, 36-43) 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 

mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the 

seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that 

the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” He told them another 

parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with 

three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” “The kingdom of heaven is like 

treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and 

sells all that he has and buys that field. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 

merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and 

sold all that he had and bought it. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that 

was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it 

ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at 

the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 

and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth. “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, 

“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the 

master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 



 

 

After the Gospel, the Reader says 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon           The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Priest-in-Charge 

The Creed Of The United Church of Canada 

We are not alone, 

    we live in God’s world. 

 We believe in God: 

    who has created and is creating, 

    who has come in Jesus, 

       the Word made flesh, 

       to reconcile and make new, 

    who works in us and others 

       by the Spirit. 

We trust in God.  

We are called to be the Church: 

    to celebrate God’s presence, 

    to live with respect in Creation, 

    to love and serve others, 

    to seek justice and resist evil, 

    to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 

       our judge and our hope. 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

    God is with us. 

We are not alone. 

    Thanks be to God. 

The Prayers of the People 
The Leader and People pray responsively. 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the prayers 

Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work;  

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.  

For this community, the nation, and the world;  



 

 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.  

For the just and proper use of your creation;  

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.  

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;  

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.  

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;  

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.  

For all bishops, priests, deacons, and lay ministers;  

For all who serve God in his Church.  

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.  

The People may add their own petitions  

Hear us, Lord;  

For your mercy is great.  

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.  

The People may add their own thanksgivings  

We will exalt you, O God our King;  

And praise your Name for ever and ever.  

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal 

kingdom.  

The People may add their own petitions  

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;  

Who put their trust in you.  

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.  

Leader and People  

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 

in your compassion forgive us our sins,  

known and unknown,  

things done and left undone;  

and so uphold us by your Spirit 

that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 

to the honor and glory of your Name;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Officiant: May Almighty God grant you absolution and remission of all your sins, but 

also time for true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of 

God’s holy Spirit. Amen. 



 

 

The Peace 
The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

The Holy Communion 

The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences of Scripture. 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, 

an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2 

Offertory Hymn # 380      From All That Dwell Below The Skies 

 

 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 



 

 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life 

abundant. From before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the 

deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; 

and every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your 

ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares 

for her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the 

fullness of your love. And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of 

praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing: 

Sanctus S # 125 

 

 

 

 

 

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the consecration prayer 

Then the Celebrant continues 



 

 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power 

of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon 

Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy 

child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and 

sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw 

all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the 

time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be 

glorified by you. 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, 

gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my 

Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave 

it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 

drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified 

and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, 

and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may 

be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make 

us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. In the 

fullness of time bring us, with the Ever-Blessed Virgin Mary, St. John, our Patron, 

and all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at 

the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world. Through Christ and with 

Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, 

for ever and ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 



 

 

for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

A period of silence is kept. Then may be said 

We break this bread  

to share in the Body of Christ.  

We who are many are one body,  

for we all share in the one bread. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 

died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

Those wishing to receive Communion should come forward to the Altar rail as directed. The 

Celebrant will intinct the wafer in the chalice and place the consecrated host in the open hands 

or upon the tongue of the communicant, as desired. 

NOTE: St. John’s will return to offering the chalice of wine to all communicants, starting in 

September, who will have the options then 1) to simply sip from the chalice, 2) or to leave the 

consecrated wafer in their hands, so the priest could intinct it in the wine for them and place 

it again on their extended hands or upon the tongue, as desired, or 3) to cross ones’ arms 

over the chest to indicate they did not wish to receive the wine in any fashion. Please begin to 

think of what practice you are most comfortable with. 

for online worshippers or those who choose not to receive, here is a Prayer for Spiritual 

Communion: 

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the 

Holy Eucharist is celebrated, we desire to offer our praise and thanksgiving. We 

present to you our souls and bodies with the earnest desire that we may always be 

united to you. And since we are not now receiving you physically, we ask you to come 

into our hearts spiritually. We embrace you with all the affections of our souls, 

confident that nothing can ever separate us from the love God, in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. Amen. 



 

 

Communion Hymn # 302 O Father, We Thank Thee Who Has Planted 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

The People may join in saying this prayer 

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of 

salvation; you have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us 

one with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of 

your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue 

for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you always. Amen. 

Closing Hymn # 390      Praise To The Lord, The King Of Creation 

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 

Come, all who hear; now to his temple draw near, 

join me in glad adoration. 

2 Praise to the Lord, above all things so wondrously reigning; 

sheltering you under his wings, and so gently sustaining! 

Have you not seen all that is needful has been 

sent by his gracious ordaining? 

3 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 

surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, 

if with his love he befriends you. 

4 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him. 

Let the Amen sound from his people again; 

gladly forever adore him. 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People  Thanks be to God. 



 

 

Organ Postlude  

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Ministers Today:  

The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman: Celebrant  

Emily D. Souza: Organist 

John Magee: 8:00 Reader 

Sara Coles: 10:00 Reader 

Laura Daly: Chalicer 

Laura Daly: VeeJay (VJ) 

MB Witt, Sara Coles: Altar Guild 

Bob Futh, Natalie Dyer: Ushers/Greeter 

Laura Daly: Coffee Hosts 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
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