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THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
The Liturgy for the Proclamation of the Word of God  

and Celebration of the Holy Communion 

Organ Prelude 

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell 

Opening Hymn # 7  Christ, Whose Glory Fills The Skies 

 

 

 

The people standing, the Celebrant may say 

Celebrant  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 

People  Glory to God for ever and ever. 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 



 

 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Trisagion S # 102 

 

 
The Collect of the Day 
The Celebrant says to the people 

God be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

The Celebrant says the Collect. 

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, 

and also an example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his 

redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Readings 
INTRODUCTION: Our Hebrew scripture story relates the decisive moment when Joseph reveals 

himself to his brothers, who then journey home to tell their father Jacob that his son is still alive. 

A Reading from the Scroll of Genesis (45:10-19a) 

Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and 

he cried out, “Send everyone away from me.” So no one stayed with him when 

Joseph made himself known to his brothers. And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians 

heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. Joseph said to his brothers, “I am 

Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed 



 

 

were they at his presence. Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” 

And they came closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into 

Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me 

here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land 

these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing 

nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to 

keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he 

has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land 

of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, 

God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall settle 

in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your 

children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will 

provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that 

you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ And now 

your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that 

speaks to you. You must tell my father how greatly I am honored in Egypt, and all 

that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” Then he fell upon his 

brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he 

kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with 

him. 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 133 

1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 

when brethren live together in unity! 

2 It is like fine oil upon the head * 

that runs down upon the beard, 

3 Upon the beard of Aaron, * 

and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 

4 It is like the dew of Hermon * 

that falls upon the hills of Zion. 

5 For there the LORD has ordained the blessing: * 

life for evermore. 

INTRODUCTION: In this reading, Paul sets forth his belief that God plans to bring Jews as well as 

Gentiles to salvation. 

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans (11:1-2a, 29-32) 



 

 

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an 

Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not 

rejected his people whom he foreknew. For the gifts and the calling of God are 

irrevocable. Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy 

because of their disobedience, so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the 

mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in 

disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Hymn # 686    Come, Thou Fount Of Every Blessing 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

INTRODUCTION: In the Gospel reading, Jesus teaches that the thoughts and intentions of the 

human heart are paramount. 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ  

according to St. Matthew (15:10-20, 21-28) 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: it is 

not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the 

mouth that defiles.” Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know 

that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” He answered, 

“Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them 

alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both 

will fall into a pit.” But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” Then he said, 

“Are you also still without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into the 

mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? But what comes out of the 

mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. For out of the heart come evil 

intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. These are what 

defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.” Jesus left that place 

and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman from 

that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; 

my daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did not answer her at all. And his 

disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after 

us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she 

came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, “It is not fair to 

take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the 

dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her, 

“Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter 

was healed instantly. 

After the Gospel, the Reader says 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon           The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Priest-in-Charge 



 

 

The Creed Of The United Church of Canada 

We are not alone, 

    we live in God’s world. 

 We believe in God: 

    who has created and is creating, 

    who has come in Jesus, 

       the Word made flesh, 

       to reconcile and make new, 

    who works in us and others 

       by the Spirit. 

We trust in God.  

We are called to be the Church: 

    to celebrate God’s presence, 

    to live with respect in Creation, 

    to love and serve others, 

    to seek justice and resist evil, 

    to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 

       our judge and our hope. 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

    God is with us. 

We are not alone. 

    Thanks be to God. 

The Prayers of the People 
The Leader and People pray responsively. 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the prayers 

Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work;  

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.  

For this community, the nation, and the world;  

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.  

For the just and proper use of your creation;  

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.  

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;  



 

 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.  

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;  

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.  

For all bishops, priests, deacons, and lay ministers;  

For all who serve God in his Church.  

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.  

The People may add their own petitions  

Hear us, Lord;  

For your mercy is great.  

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.  

The People may add their own thanksgivings  

We will exalt you, O God our King;  

And praise your Name for ever and ever.  

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal 

kingdom.  

The People may add their own petitions  

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;  

Who put their trust in you.  

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.  

Leader and People  

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 

in your compassion forgive us our sins,  

known and unknown,  

things done and left undone;  

and so uphold us by your Spirit 

that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 

to the honor and glory of your Name;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Officiant: May Almighty God grant you absolution and remission of all your sins, but 

also time for true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of 

God’s holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Peace 
The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 



 

 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

The Holy Communion 

The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences of Scripture. 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, 

an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2 

Offertory Hymn # 380      From All That Dwell Below The Skies 

 

 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 



 

 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life 

abundant. From before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the 

deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; 

and every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your 

ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares 

for her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the 

fullness of your love. And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of 

praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing: 

Sanctus S # 125 

 

 

 

 

 

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the consecration prayer 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power 

of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon 

Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy 

child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and 

sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw 

all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the 



 

 

time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be 

glorified by you. 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, 

gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my 

Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave 

it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 

drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified 

and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, 

and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may 

be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make 

us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. In the 

fullness of time bring us, with the Ever-Blessed Virgin Mary, St. John, our Patron, 

and all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at 

the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world. Through Christ and with 

Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, 

for ever and ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

A period of silence is kept. Then may be said 



 

 

We break this bread  

to share in the Body of Christ.  

We who are many are one body,  

for we all share in the one bread. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 

died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

Those wishing to receive Communion should come forward to the Altar rail as directed. The 

Celebrant will intinct the wafer in the chalice and place the consecrated host in the open hands 

or upon the tongue of the communicant, as desired. 

NOTE: St. John’s will return to offering the chalice of wine to all communicants, starting in 

September, who will have the options then 1) to simply sip from the chalice, 2) or to leave the 

consecrated wafer in their hands, so the priest could instinct it in the wine for them and place 

it again on their extended hands or upon the tongue, as desired, or 3) to cross ones’ arms 

over the chest to indicate they did not wish to receive the wine in any fashion. Please begin to 

think of what practice you are most comfortable with. 

for online worshippers, here is a Prayer for Spiritual Communion: 

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the 

Holy Eucharist is celebrated, we desire to offer our praise and thanksgiving. We 

present to you our souls and bodies with the earnest desire that we may always be 

united to you. And since we are not now receiving you physically, we ask you to come 

into our hearts spiritually. We embrace you with all the affections of our souls, 

confident that nothing can ever separate us from the love God, in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. Amen. 

Communion Hymn # 321 My God, Thy Table Now Is Spread 

 



 

 

 

 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

The People may join in saying this prayer 

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of 

salvation; you have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us 

one with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of 

your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue 

for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you always. Amen. 



 

 

Closing Hymn # 344 Lord, Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing 

 

] 

 

 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Organ Postlude  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Ministers Today:  
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Emily D. Souza: Organist 

Tom Hollinger: 8:00 Reader 

Penny Bardel: 10:00 Reader 

Sara Coles: Chalicer 

Laura Daly: VeeJay (VJ) 

MB Witt, Corrine Johnson, Camille Gillespie: Altar Guild 

Bob Futh, Natalie Dyer: Ushers/Greeters 
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