Welcome to St. John’s Church

Andrey Nikolaevich Mironov, Russia, 2012

The Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost:

October 1, 2023
8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
78 Green Hill Road
Washington, CT 06793
Parish Office Telephone: (860) 868-2527

Parish Office Hours: Wednesdays and Fridays, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
St. John’s Email: stjohnschurch@snet.net
St. John’s Website: http://stjohnswashington.com/

St. John’s YouTube Page:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoOwTnglRss4BT8VwFul4qqg



https://arthive.com/mironov
mailto:stjohnschurch@snet.net
http://stjohnswashington.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoOwTnqlRss4BT8VwFul4qg

THE HOLY EUCHARIST

Choral Prelude Teach Me, O Lord William Byrd (c. 1540-1623)
The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell

Opening Hymn # 686 Come, Thou Fount Of Every Blessing
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The people standing, the Celebrant may say
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.

The Celebrant says

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Collect of the Day

The Celebrant says to the people

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.

The Celebrant says the Collect.

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and
pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises,
may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Readings

INTRODUCTION: Our reading from the Hebrew Scriptures is the story of rebellion of the
Hebrews in the wilderness, because they are without water.

A Reading from the Scroll of Exodus (17:2-15)

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites
journeyed by stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but
there was no water for the people to drink. The people quarreled with Moses, and
said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me?
Why do you test the LORD?” But the people thirsted there for water; and the people
complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us
and our children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What



shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The LORD said to
Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you;
take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. | will be
standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will
come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the
elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites
quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”

After each Reading, the Reader may say
The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 the congregation is invited to join in the Refrain.
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God gave them drink as from the great deep.

1 Hear my teaching, O my people; *
incline your ears to the words of my mouth.

2 | will open my mouth in a parable; *
| will declare the mysteries of ancient times.

3 That which we have heard and known,
and what our forefathers have told us, *
we will not hide from their children.

4 We will recount to generations to come
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the LoRD, *
and the wonderful works he has done.

12 He worked marvels in the sight of their forefathers, *
in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan.

13 He split open the sea and let them pass through; *
he made the waters stand up like walls.

14 He led them with a cloud by day, *
and all the night through with a glow of fire.

15 He split the hard rocks in the wilderness *
and gave them drink as from the great deep.

16 He brought streams out of the cliff, *
and the waters gushed out like rivers.



INTRODUCTION: In this reading St. Paul tells the Philippians to be of one mind in love,
knowing how Jesus accepted the condition of a servant and was obedient unto death.

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians (2:1-13)

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any
sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of
the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do
nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better
than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests
of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he
was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be
exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human
likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became
obedient to the point of death -- even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly
exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name
of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father. Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my
presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will
and to work for his good pleasure.

After each Reading, the Reader may say
The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.
Gradual Hymn # 343 Shepherd Of Souls, Refresh And Bless
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Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying

INTRODUCTION: In response to a question about authority, Jesus tells the parable of the two
sons, who obeyed their father differently.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

according to St. Matthew (21:23-32)
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people
came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these
things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you
one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority |
do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say
to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we
are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus,
“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority
I am doing these things. “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the
first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” He answered, ‘I will not’;
but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and said the
same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will
of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax

People



collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For
John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the
tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did
not change your minds and believe him.
After the Gospel, the Reader says
The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Priest-in-Charge

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.



We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

In hearing God’s call to go and work in the vineyard today, save us from the grip
of our sin, and guide our path with the humility of love, as we offer our prayers,
responding, “Lord, hear our prayer.”

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the prayers

+ For the grace to move from grumbling to shared responsibility, from accusation
to a search for truth, from humiliation and shame to God’s compassion and mercy;
let us pray.

Lord, hear our prayer.
+ That we may bear witness to the wonderful works of God, so that our children

and the generations to come may walk in the path of faith and announce the
mystery of faith through their lives; let us pray.

Lord, hear our prayer.
+ That we may bend the knee of our hearts to those who live in despair and great

need, knowing that they are Christ to us, a gift of the Holy Spirit who fills us with
compassion, and transforms the way we live; let us pray.

Lord, hear our prayer.
+ For those who work at night, staying awake while others sleep, guarding our

streets, and healing the sick, that they may labor in safety and receive the rest that
prepares them for another round; let us pray.

Lord, hear our prayer.
+ For our President, his advisors, the members of Congress and the Supreme

Court, that they may be honest and vigilant in their duties, knowing that their
decisions affect the peoples of our land, and of the nations of the world; let us pray.

Lord, hear our prayer.
+ For those who have died and now reside on another shore and in a greater light,

that their faith may inspire our own, and their generosity encourage the way in
which we use our gifts; let us pray.

Lord, hear our prayer.



Let us continue our prayers for all who live in the shadows of life, and those who
have commended themselves for our remembrance, remembering them now either
in the silence of our hearts, or aloud in our midst.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

O God, by whom the meek are guided in judgment, and light riseth up in
darkness for the godly: Grant us, in all our doubts and uncertainties, the grace to
ask what thou wouldest have us to do, that the Spirit of wisdom may save us from
all false choices, and that in thy light we may see light, and in thy straight path may
not stumble; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession of Sin
The Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the confession

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest, stands and says

May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all
your sins, but also time for true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and
consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Peace
The Celebrant says to the people
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

The Holy Communion

The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences of Scripture.
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,
an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2

Offertory Anthem True Love's the Gift Charles Wood (1866-1926)

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.



Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For by water and the
Holy Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth
your glory in all the world Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels
and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn
to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus Mass for Three Voices William Byrd (c. 1540-1623)

Translation: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the consecration prayer

Then the Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to
be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil,
and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take,
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;



And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they
may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Ever-
Blessed Virgin Mary, St. John, our Patron, and all your saints, we may enter the
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread S # 154

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept. Then may be sung or said
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Agnus Dei Mass for Three Voices William Byrd (c. 1540-1623)

Translation: O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation.

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All baptized Christians of all ages and denominations are welcome to receive
Communion in this place. This is God s house and the Lord s table, not ours

INSTRUCTIONS: Those wishing to receive Communion should come forward to the Altar
rail as directed. Please speak with an Usher if you need to receive Communion in the pew.
The consecrated host will be placed in the hands of the recipient. If they wish intinction,
then the chalice bearer will take the host and dip it in the wine for them. Otherwise,
communicants may sip from the chalice, assisting by taking hold of its base. If the
communicant does not wish to receive the wine, one can simply cross their arms across
their chest so to indicate.

Gluten free wafers are available. Just ask at the altar rail if you wish one.
Communion Hymn # 339 Deck Thyself, My Soul With Gladnes
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for online worshippers, and for those who for other reasons choose not to receive, here is a
Prayer for Spiritual Communion:



A Prayer for Spiritual Communion

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the
Holy Eucharist is celebrated, we desire to offer our praise and thanksgiving. We
present to you our souls and bodies with the earnest desire that we may always be
united to you. And since we are not now receiving you physically, we ask you to
come into our hearts spiritually. We embrace you with all the affections of our
souls, confident that nothing can ever separate us from the love God, in Christ
Jesus our Lord. Amen.

After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

The People may join in saying this prayer

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual
food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in
peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness
and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among
you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Closing Hymn # 483 The Head That Once Was Crowned With Thorns
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6 The cross he bore is life and health,
though shame and death to him:
his people’s hope, his people’s wealth,
their everlasting theme,
Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.

Organ Postlude

Worship Ministers Today:

The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman: Celebrant
Tom Brand: Organist & Choirmaster

John Magee: 8:00 Reader

Penny Bardel: 10:00 Reader

Rebecca Bent: Chalicer

Fr. Geoff: VeeJay

MB Witt, Susie Magee: Altar Guild

Natalie Dyer: Coffee Host

Bob Futh, Natalie Dyer: Ushers/Greeters

Blessing
- of the -

THE BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
Sunday, October 8" at 1:00 p.m.

An Offering to benefit the Animal Welfare Society of New Milford will be collected.
Everyone is asked to bring dog and cat food, or gently used pet goods like soft-sided
carriers, all sizes of crates, pet ramps and steps, feeding bowls, leashes, collars, grooming

tools, clothing, etc.



