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THE HOLY EUCHARIST

The Liturgy for the Proclamation of the Word of God
and Celebration of the Holy Communion

Choral Prelude  This is the Record of John Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625)

This is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask
him, Who art thou? And he confessed and denied not, and said plainly, I am not the Christ. And
they asked him, What art thou then? Art thou Elias? And he said, | am not. Art thou the prophet?
And he answered, No. Then said they unto him, What art thou? that we may give an answer unto
them that sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? And he said, | am the voice of him that crieth in
the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord.

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell

Opening Hymn # 68 Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers
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I Re - joice! re - joice, be - liev - ers, and let your lights ap - pear!
2 See that your lamps are burn - ing, re - ple-nish them with  oil;
3 Our hope and ex - pec - ta - tion, O Je-sus, now ap - pear;
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The eve-ning is  ad - vanc - ing, and dark-er night s near.
look now for your sal - va - tion, the end of sin and toil.
a - rise, thou Sun so longed for, a - bove this dark-ened sphere!
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The Bride-groom is a - ris - ing, and soon he will draw nigh:
The  mar - riage - feast is  wait - ing, the  gates wide o - pen stand:
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, we plead, O Lord, to see

——f— J s s o= 8_:._5 — e — =
= e e e S e




Q l‘[} ! 1 ! \' % { 1|
SESSEE == s ===
Fy PP PT f 4
up, watch in ex - pec - (a - tion! at mid - night comes the cry.
rise up, ve heirs of glo - ry, the Bride-groom is at  hand!
the day of carth’s re - demp - tion,and ev - er be with thee!
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Celebrant ~ Blessed the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People His mercy endures for ever.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Trisagion S # 102
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The Kyrie Short Communion Service Caleb Simper (1856-1942)

O Lord, have mercy upon us
O Christ, have mercy upon us
O Lord, have mercy upon us

The Collect of the Day

God be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.



Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and,
because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy
speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Readings

INTRODUCTION: The principle of justice is that it is none other than God who is the advocate
for the poor, the oppressed, the downtrodden, and the brokenhearted.

A Reading from the Scroll of Isaiah (61:1-4, 8-11)

The spirit of the Lord Gob is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year
of the LorD's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who
mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion — to give them a garland instead
of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a
faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to
display his glory. They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the
former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many
generations. For | the LorD love justice, | hate robbery and wrongdoing; | will
faithfully give them their recompense, and | will make an everlasting covenant
with them. Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their
offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a
people whom the LORD has blessed. | will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole
being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself
with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth
brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so
the Lord Gob will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the
nations.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 126 the congregation is invited to join in the Refrain.
A yRefrain
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The Lord has done great things for us, and we are glad in - deed.
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1 When the LoRrbD restored the fortunes of Zion, *
then were we like those who dream.



2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, *
and our tongue with shouts of joy.

3 Then they said among the nations, *
"The LoRD has done great things for them.

4 The LORD has done great things for us, *
and we are glad indeed.

5 Restore our fortunes, O LORD, *
like the watercourses of the Negev.

6 Those who sowed with tears *
will reap with songs of joy.

7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, *
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

INTRODUCTION: Paul exhorts the new converts in Thessalonica to live joyfully and prayerfully
in readiness for the Lord’s coming.

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians (5:16-24)

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not
despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good;
abstain from every form of evil. May the God of peace himself sanctify you
entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do
this.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.

People Thanks be to God.
Gradual Hymn #76  On Jordan’s Bank The Baptist’s Cry
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INTRODUCTION: In the opening passages of his gospel, the fourth evangelist firmly
characterizes the mission of John the Baptist: he is the forerunner and witness to Christ.

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ

according to St. John (1:6-8, 19-28)
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was
not the light, but he came to testify to the light. This is the testimony given by John
when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?”
He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they
asked him, “What then? Are you Elijjah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the
prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have
an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”” He said, “I am
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’”
as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked
him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor
the prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one
whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie



the thong of his sandal.” This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John
was baptizing.
After the Gospel, the Reader says
The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, priest-in-charge

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.



We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

The Lord God has called us to proclaim his saving message through word and
deed. Let us begin by the offering of our prayers, responding, “O Come, Lord
Jesus.”

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the prayers

+ O Emmanuel, give us the courage to admit our sins and shortcomings, the desire
to turn to you in faith and repentance, and the grace to accept your gifts of
forgiveness and new life; for this we pray.

O Come, Lord Jesus.

+ O Root of Jesse, remove all prejudice from our hearts, and help us to accept our
unity with all humankind; for this we pray.
O Come, Lord Jesus.

+ O Key of David, unlock the imagination of your Church that we may bring good
news to those who live in despair, liberty to persecuted Christians, and relief to
children who are victims of abuse and abandonment; for this we pray.

O Come, Lord Jesus.

+ O Prince of Peace, awaken us to the fruits of concord, that humanity may turn
from its destructive vengeance and choose the path that leads to justice and
security for all people everywhere; for this we pray.

O Come, Lord Jesus.

+ O Desire of Nations, lift the vision of our leaders, not to politicize the present
challenges, but to resourcefully lead your people to the blessings of your kingdom;
for this we pray.

O Come, Lord Jesus.

+ O Dayspring from on High, put to flight death’s dark shadow, and receive into
the body of your resurrection those who have departed this life in faith and fear; for
this we pray.

O Come, Lord Jesus.

Mary revealed the greatness of the Lord, and in our gladness we continue our
prayers, either silently in our hearts or aloud in our midst.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of
righteousness, no strength known but the strength of love: So mightily spread



abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered under the banner of the Prince
of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory, now and for
ever. Amen.

Confession of Sin
The Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the confession

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing
your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves,
and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil
we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen
us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve
only your will. Amen.

The Priest, stands and says

May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all
your sins, but also time for true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and
consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Peace
The Celebrant says to the people
The peace of Christ be always with you.
People And also with you.
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

The Holy Communion
The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences of Scripture.

| appeal to you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present yourselves as a living

sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.
Romans 12:1

Offertory Come With Rejoicing! Tom Brand

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
Come with Rejoicing, Hallelu, Hallelujah! Let us all rejoice, Hallelu!.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.



Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent
your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of
everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge
the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of
your Name:

Sanctus Short Communion Service Caleb Simper (1856-1942)

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the consecration prayer

Then the Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and,
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He
stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.”.

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”



Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you
these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy
of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now
and for ever. AMEN

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread S # 153

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept. Then may be sung or said
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There-fore let us  keep the feast.

Agnus Dei Short Communion Service Caleb Simper (1856-1942)

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation.

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All baptized Christians of all ages and denominations are welcome to receive
Communion in this place. This is God s house and the Lord s table, not ours

INSTRUCTIONS: Those wishing to receive Communion should come forward to the Altar
rail as directed. Please speak with an Usher if you need to receive Communion in the pew.
The consecrated host will be placed in the hands or upon the tongue of the recipient, as
desired. If one wishes intinction, then either the chalice bearer or the communicant may
take the host and dip it in the wine. Otherwise, communicants may sip from the chalice,
assisting by taking hold of its base. If the communicant does not wish to receive the wine,
one can simply cross their arms across their chest so to indicate.

Gluten free wafers are available. Just ask at the altar rail if you wish one.
Communion Hymn # 314 Humbly | Adore Thee, Verity Unseen
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I Tlum - bly I a - dore thee, Ver - i - 1ty un - seen,

2 Taste and touch and vi - sion o dis - cern  thee  fail;
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faith, that comes by hear - ing, pierc - es through the veil.
liv - ing Bread that giv - est all thy crea - tures breath,
what  my soul  doth long lor, that thy word lore - told:
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lo, to thee sur - ren - dered, my whole heart is  bowed,

| be - lieve what - ¢'er the Son of  God hath told;
grant my  spi - rit ev - er by thy life may live,

face to  face thy splen - dor, I at last  shall see,
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what the Truth hath  spo - ken,  that for truth | hold.
o my taste thy sweel - ness mnev - er - fail - ing give.
in the glo - rious wi - sion, bless - ed Lord, of thee.

for online worshippers, and for those who for other reasons choose not to receive, here is a
Prayer for Spiritual Communion:

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy
Eucharist is celebrated, we desire to offer our praise and thanksgiving. We present to you
our souls and bodies with the earnest desire that we may always be united to you. And
since we are not now receiving you physically, we ask you to come into our hearts
spiritually. We embrace you with all the affections of our souls, confident that nothing
can ever separate us from the love God, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual
food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in
peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness
and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing
The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and

the blessing of the Eternal Majesty, the Incarnate Word, and the Abiding Spirit be
among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Closing Hymn # 640 Watchman, Tell Us Of The Night
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2 Watch-man, tell us of the night; high - er yet that star a -
3 Watch-man, tell us of the night, for the morn-ing seems to
S S N S 0 e S S N i By
=1 © z @ [ t - 2 o

I 1

— |

== o I



f
&5 T t
) | # -3 ] '; wf b3 ﬁf E i i i
are. Trav - eler, o'er  yon moun-tain's height,  see that -Ty-
scends. Trav - eler, bless - ed ness and light, peace and truth its
dawn, Trav - eler, dark - ness takes  its ﬂighl. doubt and  ter - ror
g4 Jee ;
o, 2 (8882 = él S ?
| — I E —
é‘l‘. } 1 | ' = = }
57 —— = v e 4
© Y & # g # F P T 7
beam - ing star. Watch-man, does its beau - teous ray
course por - tends. Watch-man, will its beams a lone
are  with - drawn. Watch-man, let thy wan - derings cease;
- L 44
| | |
o= 2 : . . J =
= r | r I’_-\._‘ » } F
— |
i H i I ! |
1 %y‘ il ! o | u} ‘ ) ‘ il
o
) [ 4 [ J
' I r Lrr T LI T
aught of joy or hope  fore - tell? Trav-eler,  yes; it
gild the spot that gave thcm birth? Trav-eler, a - ges
hie thee to  thy qm - home. Trav-eler, lo! the
e = J?g,r d T
% o ‘ 1 '
o) | — 1
l l i ‘ '
I ;
éL i I ; 1 H
— _47" - — ——1—g- —
=+ 1 73'4 5
brings the day, prom - ised day Is - ra el.
are its  own: see, it bursts o'er all the earth.
Prince of Peace, lo! the Son of God is come!
2 4 Q:J;.r . . m—g—ﬂ'
e . | 1 i
o i [' ) [ — i r = I

Two groups may sing antiphonally, allernating by sentences.

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.

Organ Postlude



There is a Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the Service.
All are invited. Please join us.

Worship Ministers Today:

The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman: Celebrant

Tom Brand: Organist & Choirmaster

Jay Bauer: 8:00 Reader

Hunter Brown: 10:00 Reader

Sara Coles: Chalicer

Fr. Geoff: VeeJay

Veronique Dulack: Coffee Host

MB Witt, Corinne Johnson, Camille Gillespie: Altar Guild
Bob Futh, Natalie Dyer: Ushers/Greeters

ST.JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Staff
The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Priest-in-Charge
Tom Brand, Organist & Choirmaster
Dawn Rosiello, Parish Administrator
Joan Burgess, Foundation Administrator

Vestry

Mary Davis, Jay Bauer: Wardens
David Gillespie: Treasurer
Andris Kalnins: Assistant Treasurer
Laura Daly: Clerk
Class of 2023
Laura Daly, Veronique Dulack, Joseph Claro
Class of 2024
Rebecca Bent, Michael Del Nin, Susan McFeely

Class of 2025
Worth Bracken, Sara Coles, Andris Kalnins

Diocesan Delegates: Sara Coles, MB Witt
Laura Daly: Alternate




Stewardship letters have now been sent to all

o members of the St. John’s congregation, with

P4V ™ enclosed pledge cards for next year.

s ewa p Additional pledge cards can be found in the
church or Parish Office, which can be

dropped in the offering plate on Sundays, mailed to or dropped off at the church

office, or placed in the secure black box outside the Parish Hall entrance. Please

support St. John’s with a pledge of financial assistance for 2024 before
Christmas!

LESSONS

Service

CAROLS

SUNDAY, December 17, 2023
4:00 p.m.

CHRISTMAS EVE AT ST. JOHN’S

SUNDAY, December 24, 2023
5:00 p.m. Family Service
10:00 p.m. Midnight Mass



