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THE HOLY EUCHARIST

The Liturgy for the Proclamation of the Word of God
and the Celebration of the Holy Communion

Choral Prelude Prelude: Christus Factus Est ~ Andrea Basili (1705-1777)

Translation (Philippians 2:8-9): Christ became obedient for us unto death, even to the death,
death on the cross. Therefore, God exalted Him and gave Him a name which is above all names.

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell
Opening Hymn # 401 The God Of Abraham Praise
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1 The God of A - brabam praise, who reigns en-throned a - bove;
2 He by him - self hath  sworn: we on his oath de - pend;
3 There dwells the Lord, our King, the Lord, our Right-ecous - ness,
1 The God who reigns  on high the great arch - an - gels  sing,
5 The whole tri - um - phant host give thanks to God on  high;
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I An - cent of ev - er - last-ing days, and God of love;
2 we shall, on ca - gle - wings up-borne, to heaven a - scend:
3 tri - um-phant o'er the world and sin, the Prince of Peace;
4 and “Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - Iy,” oy,  “Al - might -y King!
5 “Hail, Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost!” they ev - er cry;
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I the Lord, the great 1 AM, by carth and heavencon - fessed:
2 we shall  be - hold his face, we shall his power a - dore,
3 on Zi - on's sa-cred height  his king - dom he main - tains,
4 Who was, and is, the same, and ev - er - moreshall be:
5 hail, A -brabham’s Lord di - vine!  With heaven our songs we  raise;
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we bow and bless the sa - cred Name for ev - er blest.
and sing the won-ders of  his grace for ey - er - more.
and, glo - rious with his saints in  light, for ev - er reigmns.
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The people standing, the Celebrant may say

Celebrant  Bless the Lord who forgiveth all our sins.
People His mercy endureth for ever.

The Celebrant says

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith:

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto
it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all
the Law and the Prophets.

The Kyrie S#91 Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena
Healey Willan (1880-1968)
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The Collect of the Day

The Celebrant says to the people

The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Celebrant  Let us pray.

The Celebrant says the Collect.

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have
gone astray from thy ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast
faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of thy Word, Jesus Christ thy
Son; who with thee and the Holy Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

The Readings

INTRODUCTION: In our Hebrew Scripture reading, God appears to Abram and enters into
covenant with him, promising to make him an ancestor to multitudes.

A Reading from the Scroll of Genesis (17:1-7, 15-16)

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LoRD appeared to Abram, and
said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And T will
make my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly
numerous.” Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, “As for me, this is
my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No
longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for | have
made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. | will make you exceedingly
fruitful; and 1 will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. I will
establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you
throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to
your offspring after you. God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall
not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. | will bless her, and moreover | will
give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of
peoples shall come from her.”

After each Reading, the Reader may say



The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.
Psalm 22:23-31 the congregation is invited to join in the Refrain
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and turn to the Lord.

22 Praise the LORD, you that fear him; *
stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel;
all you of Jacob's line, give glory.

23 For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty;
neither does he hide his face from them; *
but when they cry to him he hears them.

24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; *
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.

25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
and those who seek the LoRD shall praise him: *
"May your heart live for ever!"

26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, *
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.

27 For kingship belongs to the LoRrD; *
he rules over the nations.

28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; *
all who go down to the dust fall before him.

29 My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; *
they shall be known as the LORD'S for ever.

30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn *
the saving deeds that he has done.

INTRODUCTION: In this reading, Paul explains that the new relationship with God is open to
everyone who follows in Abraham’s faith.

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans (4:13-25)



For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or
to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void.
For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. For
this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to
those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is
written, “I have made you the father of many nations”) —in the presence of the
God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the
things that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become
“the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your
descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body,
which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when
he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver
concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to
God, being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.
Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now the words, “it
was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will
be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead,
who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our
justification.

After each Reading, the Reader may say
The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.
Gradual Hymn # 654 Day By Day
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Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying

INTRODUCTION: In our Gospel reading, Jesus teaches his disciples of the true nature of the
ministry of the Son of Man and what it means to follow in his way.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

according to St. Mark (8:31-38)
People Glory be to thee, O Lord.

Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be
killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took
him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he
rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not
on divine things but on human things.” He called the crowd with his disciples, and
said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and
take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it,
and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save
it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?
Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me
and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man
will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy
angels.”

After the Gospel, the Reader says
The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The Sermon The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Priest-in-Charge

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,



the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

The Deacon or other person appointed says

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world,
responding, “O Lord, hear our prayer.”

After each paragraph of this prayer, the People may make an appropriate response, as directed.

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make
prayers, and supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our
prayers which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire
continually the Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and



grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy
holy Word, and live in unity and godly love; for this we pray.
O Lord, hear our prayer.

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especially
Hosam, the Archbishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem; Justin, Archbishop
of Canterbury; Bartholomew, Patriarch of Constantinople; Francis, Bishop of
Rome; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Jeff and Laura, our Bishops; and all the
members of St. John’s, that they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy
true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments; for this
we pray.

O Lord, hear our prayer.

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation
here present; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive
thy holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their
life; for this we pray.

O Lord, hear our prayer.

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of
government in this and every land especially Antonio, Secretary General of the
United Nations, Joe, our President, Ned our Governor, Jim, the First Selectman of
the town of Washington, for the members of our Congress and Courts, that they
may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the
world; for this we pray.

O Lord, hear our prayer.

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works,
that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and
be faithful stewards of thy bounty; for this we pray.

O Lord, hear our prayer.

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and
succor Kathy Coe, and all who are housebound and all those who, in this transitory
life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity, pausing now that
all may add their own prayers and petitions, either silently in our hearts or aloud in
our midst; (pause for a moment) for this we pray.

O Lord, hear our prayer.

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith
and fear, beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service;
and to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of the Ever-Blessed Virgin
Mary, St. John, our Patron, and all thy saints, that with them we may be partakers
of thy heavenly kingdom; for this we pray.



O Lord, hear our prayer.

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and
Advocate. Amen.

Confession of Sin
The Deacon or Celebrant says the following

Ye who do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity
with your neighbors, and intend to lead a new life, following the commandments of
God, and walking from henceforth in his holy ways: Draw near with faith, and
make your humble confession to Almighty God, devoutly kneeling.

Silence may be kept.

Minister and People

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, judge of all
men: We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, which we
from time to time most grievously have committed, by thought, word, and deed,
against thy divine Majesty, provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation
against us. We do earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these our
misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, the burden of them is
intolerable. Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; for
thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that
we may ever hereafter serve and please thee in newness of life, to the honor and
glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised
forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto
him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and
strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace
The Celebrant says to the people

The peace of God be always with you.
People And with thy spirit.

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

The Holy Communion

The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences of Scripture.
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,
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an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2

Offertory Anthem Faithful Cross Kathryn Rose (b. 1980)

Text: Faithful Cross, above all other, One and only noble tree:
None in foliage, none in blossom, None in fruit thy peer may be.
Sweetest wood and sweetest iron, Sweetest weight is hung on thee!

The Great Thanksgiving
The Celebrant faces the congregation and sings or says

The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People It is meet and right so to do.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and
in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting
God. Who dost bid thy faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy for
the Pascal feast; that fervent in prayers and in works of mercy, and renewed by thy
Word and Sacraments, they may come to the fullness of grace which thou hast
prepared for those who love thee. Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with
all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore
praising thee, and saying,

Sanctus S# 114 Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena
Healey Willan (1880-1968)
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The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the consecration prayer

Then the Celebrant continues

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and
earth, and didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give
thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon
the cross for our redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the
whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a
perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it;
and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel
containing wine to be consecrated.

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given
thanks to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is
my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it
to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant,
which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye
shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make,
with these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath
commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious
death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming
again with power and great glory.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy
Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they
may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ.

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our
souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy
Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son
Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that

12



we and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell
in us, and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord;

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor
and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
Fraction Anthem S # 153
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The Prayer of Humble Access

The following prayer may be said. The People may join in saying this prayer

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our
own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so
much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord
whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to
eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may
evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation.
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Behold the Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance
that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All baptized Christians of all ages and denominations are welcome to receive
Communion in this place. This is God ’s house and the Lord s table, not ours

INSTRUCTIONS: Those wishing to receive Communion should come forward
to the Altar rail as directed. Please speak with an Usher if you need to receive
Communion in the pew. The consecrated host will be placed in the hands or
upon the tongue of the recipient, as desired. If one wishes intinction, then either
the chalice bearer or the communicant may take the host and dip it in the wine.
Otherwise, communicants may sip from the chalice, assisting by taking hold of
its base. If the communicant does not wish to receive the wine, one can simply
cross their arms across their chest so to indicate.

Gluten free wafers are available. Just ask at the altar rail if you wish one.
Communion Hymn # 302 Father, We Thank Thee Who Hast Planted
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Communion Anthem  Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester
Leonard J. White (1910-1973)

Text: O holy Jesus, most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may | know thee more clearly,
love thee more dearly, and follow thee more nearly, and follow thee more nearly. Amen.
After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
The People may join in saying this prayer

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou
dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious
Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby
of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate
in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and
are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly
beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may
continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast
prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee
and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in
the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst
you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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Closing Hymn # 675

Take Up Your Cross
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1 Take up  your cross, the Sa - vior  said, il
2 Take up  your Cross, let not  its  weight fill
3 Take up  your Cross, heed not  the shame, and
4 lake up  your cross, then, in his strength, and
5 Take up  your cross, and fol - low Christ, nor
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I you would my dis - «i - ple be; take up  your cross with
2  your weak spi - rit with a - larm; his strength shall  bear your
3 let your fool - ish heart be  still;  the Lord  for you  ac
1 calm - ly ev - ery dan - ger brave: it guides  you to a
5 think till death to lay it down; for on - ly those who
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1 will - ing heart, and hum - bly  fol low al - ter me.
2  spi - rit up, and brace your heart, and nerve your arm.
3 cept-ed death up - on a cross, on Cal - vary's  hill.
4  bun-dant life and leads to  vic - tory o'er the grave.
5 bear the cross may hope to wear the glo - rious crown.

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.

People

Thanks be to God.

Congregation departs in silence.

Worship Ministers Today:
The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman: Celebrant
Tom Brand: Organist & Choirmaster

John Magee: 8:00 Reader

Holly Flor: 10:00 Reader

Rebecca Bent: Chalicer
Fr. Geoff: Veejay (VJ)

Bob Futh, Natalie Dyer: Ushers
MB Witt, Sara Coles: Altar Guild
MB Witt: Coffee Hour Host
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ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Staff

The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Priest-in-Charge
Tom Brand, Organist & Choirmaster
Dawn Rosiello, Parish Administrator
Joan Burgess, Foundation Administrator

Vestry

Mary Davis, Worth Bracken: Wardens
David Gillespie: Treasurer
Andris Kalnins: Assistant Treasurer
Justin Ormand: Clerk

Class of 2024
Rebecca Bent, Michael Del Nin, Susan McFeely

Class of 2025
MB Witt, Sara Coles, Andris Kalnins

Class of 2026
Laura Daly, Veronique Dulack, Justin Ormand

Diocesan Delegates: Sara Coles, MB Witt
Laura Daly: Alternate
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ST. JOHN'S READING CLUB
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| Novel by

GEORGES BERNANOS

Imtgadaciion by Bémy Rougean

CURRENT SELECTION
Georges Bernanos “The Diary Of A Country Priest”

to gather for a Group Discussion via ZOOM
so start reading now!

Awarded the Grand Prix for Literature by the Académie Francaise, this
novel recounts the daily life and spiritual turbulence of a young cleric as
he attends to the needs and whims of his provincial parishioners,
increasingly lay bare the Christian soul of a young country priest, who
discovered the divine grace that lies beyond all human suffering.

The St. John's Reading Club is open to the public and meets regularly
via ZOOM to discuss a novel previously selected. It is assumed that all
participants will have already read the book by the time of the meeting,
at which all will be welcome to discuss their reactions to the work with
all the others gathered.
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Holy Week

HOLY WEEK SERVICES AT ST. JOHN’S

Sunday, March 24", 10:00 a.m.
Palm Sunday Service, with chanting of the Passion

Thursday, March 28", 6:00 p.m.
Maundy Thursday Service, with foot-washing

Friday, March 29", 12:00 noon
Good Friday Stations of the Cross

Sunday, March 31%, 6:15 a.m.
Ecumenical Sunrise Easter Service
at the old stone church in New Preston

Sunday, March 31%, 10:00 a.m.
Easter Sunday Festival Family Mass

Sunday, March 31%, 11:30 a.m.
Children’s Easter Egg Hunt
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