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MORNING PRAYER 

Choral Prelude  I Am the True Vine     Anonymous 

Text: I am the true vine and my father is the husbandman: Ev'ry branch that beareth not fruit in 

me, he will take it away; ev'ry branch that beareth fruit will he purge, that it may bring forth 

more fruit.. 

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell 

Opening Hymn # 182  Christ Is Alive! 

 

 

 



The Invitatory and Psalter 

Officiant  Lord, open our lips. 

People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

 

Christ Our Passover S # 49  Pascha nostrum        (chanted by all) 

 

 

 

 



 

Psalm # 22:24-30      the congregation is invited to sit and join in the Refrain. 

 

24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 

I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 

25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 

and those who seek the LORD shall praise him: * 

"May your heart live for ever!" 

26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, * 

and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 

27 For kingship belongs to the LORD; * 

he rules over the nations. 

28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 

all who go down to the dust fall before him. 

29 My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; * 

they shall be known as the LORD's for ever. 

30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 

the saving deeds that he has done. 

The Readings 

INTRODUCTION: In our reading we hear the story of the Ethiopian Eunuch. 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles: (8:26-40) 

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the 

road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he 

got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the 

Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to  



Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading 

the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join 

it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do 

you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone 

guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of 

the scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the 

slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 

In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For 

his life is taken away from the earth.” The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, 

may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 

Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him 

the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some 

water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being 

baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the 

eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up 

out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him 

no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as 

he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns 

until he came to Caesarea. 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Canticle   Jubilate Deo in D      William Child (1606-1697) 

Text:   O be joyful in the Lord all ye lands; *  

serve the Lord with gladness 

and come before his presence with a song.  

Be ye sure that the Lord he is God; 

it is he that hath made us and not we ourselves; *  

we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.  

O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving 

and into his courts with praise; *  

be thankful unto him and speak good of his Name.  

For the Lord is gracious;  

his mercy is everlasting; *  

and his truth endureth from generation to generation. 

INTRODUCTION: This second reading teaches us to love one another, as love is from God. 

A Reading from the First Letter of John: (4:7-21) 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who 

loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, 

for God is love. God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only 



Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we 

loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 

sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No 

one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is 

perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has 

given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his 

Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the 

Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that 

God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God 

abides in them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have 

boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is 

no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, 

and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first 

loved us. Those who say, "I love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; 

for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love 

God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those 

who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Hymn # 457   Thou Art the Way 

 

 



INTRODUCTION: In our third Reading. Jesus is the true vine to which fruitful branches are 

united. 

A Reading from the Gospel of St. John: (15:1-8) 

Jesus said to his disciples, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the 

vinegrower. He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that 

bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by 

the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the 

branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless 

you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I 

in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does 

not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are 

gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide 

in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is 

glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

The Sermon         Sara Coles, Licensed Lay Preacher 

The Apostles’ Creed 

Officiant and People together, all standing  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

   creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 

Mary. 

   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

   He descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again.  

   He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

   He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy catholic Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 

Officiant  The Lord be with you. 



People  And also with you.  

Officiant  Let us pray. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Suffrages 

V. Help us, O God our Savior;  

R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins.  

V. Look upon your congregation;  

R. Give to your people the blessing of peace.  

V. Declare your glory among the nations; 

R. And your wonders among all peoples.  

V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;  

R. Never forget the lives of your poor.  

V. Continue your loving kindness to those who know you;  

R. And your favor to those who are true of heart.  

V. Satisfy us by your kindness in the morning;  

R. So we shall rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.  

The Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly 

to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may 

steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus 

Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Sunday 



O God, who makest us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious 

resurrection of thy Son our Lord: Grant us this day such blessing through our 

worship of thee, that the days to come may be spent in thy favor; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission 

Lord Jesus Christ, who didst stretch out thine arms of love on the hard wood 

of the cross that everyone might come within the reach of thy saving embrace: So 

clothe us in thy Spirit that we, reaching forth our own hands in love, may bring 

those who do not know thee to the knowledge and love thee: for the honor of thy 

Name. Amen. 

Offertory Anthem      Beloved, If God So Loved Us    Joseph Barnby (1838-1896) 

Text: Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another. And this commandment 

have we from God, that those who loveth God love their neighbor also. (I John 4: 11, 21) 

Officiant: Let us continue our prayers, pausing now so that all may add their own 

prayers or petitions, either silently in their hearts or aloud in our midst.  

The General Thanksgiving 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,  

we thine unworthy servants  

do give thee most humble and hearty thanks  

for all thy goodness and loving-kindness  

to us and to all men.  

We bless thee for our creation, preservation,  

and all the blessings of this life;  

but above all for thine inestimable love  

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  

And, we beseech thee, 

give us that due sense of all thy mercies,  

that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 

and that we show forth thy praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives,  

by giving up our selves to thy service,  

and by walking before thee  

in holiness and righteousness all our days;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

to whom, with thee and the Holy Spirit,  

be honor and glory, world without end. Amen.\ 



A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to 

make our common supplication unto thee; and hast promised through thy well-

beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be 

in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants 

as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the 

age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

Closing Hymn # 296  We Know That Christ is Raised 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.   2 Corinthians 13:14 

Postlude 



 

Worship Ministers Today:  

John Magee: Worship Leader at 8:00 a.m. 

Rebecca Bent: Worship Leader at 10:00 a.m. 

Tom Brand: Organist & Choirmaster 

Sara Coles: Licensed Lay Preacher 

John Magee: 8:00 Reader 

Worth Bracken: 10:00 Reader 

Sara Coles: Veejay (VJ) 

Ginny Reynolds, MB Witt: Altar Guild 

Natalie Dyer, Bob Futh: Ushers 

Emily Fitzhugh, Veronique Dulack: Coffee Hour 

 

 

 

 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Staff 

The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Priest-in-Charge 

Tom Brand, Organist & Choirmaster 

Dawn Rosiello, Parish Administrator 

Joan Burgess, Foundation Administrator 

Vestry 

Mary Davis, Worth Bracken: Wardens 

David Gillespie: Treasurer 

Andris Kalnins: Assistant Treasurer  

Justin Ormand: Clerk 

Class of 2024 

Rebecca Bent, Michael Del Nin, Susan McFeely 

Class of 2025 

MB Witt, Sara Coles, Andris Kalnins 

Class of 2026 

Laura Daly, Veronique Dulack, Justin Ormand 

Diocesan Delegates: Sara Coles, MB Witt 

Laura Daly: Alternate 



 


