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THE HOLY EUC

HARIST

The Liturgy for the Proclamation of the Word of God
and Celebration of the Holy Communion

Organ Prelude

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell

Opening Hymn #544  Jesus shall reign where er the sun (Duke Street)
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The people standing, the Celebrant may say

Celebrant ~ Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People Glory to God for ever and ever.

The Celebrant says

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Collect of the Day
The Celebrant says to the people
God be with you.

People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

The Celebrant says the Collect.

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in
our hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all
goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Readings

INTRODUCTION: Our Hebrew Bible reading brings us a celebration of love in the springtime of
the year.



A Reading from the Song of Solomon (2:8-13)

The voice of my beloved! Look, he comes, leaping upon the mountains,
bounding over the hills. My beloved is like a gazelle or a young stag. Look, there he
stands behind our wall, gazing in at the windows, looking through the lattice. My
beloved speaks and says to me: "Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away; for
now the winter is past, the rain is over and gone. The flowers appear on the earth;
the time of singing has come, and the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land.
The fig tree puts forth its figs, and the vines are in blossom; they give forth fragrance.
Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away."

After each Reading, the Reader may say
The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 45:1-2, 7-10
the congregation is invited to join in reciting the Psalm

1 My heart is stirring with a noble song;
let me recite what | have fashioned for the king; *
my tongue shall be the pen of a skilled writer.

2 You are the fairest of men; *
grace flows from your lips, because God has blessed you for ever.

7 Your throne, O God, endures for ever and ever, *
a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of your kingdom;
you love righteousness and hate iniquity.

8 Therefore God, your God, has anointed you *
with the oil of gladness above your fellows.

9 All your garments are fragrant with myrrh, aloes, and cassia, *
and the music of strings from ivory palaces makes you glad.

10 Kings' daughters stand among the ladies of the court; *
on your right hand is the queen, adorned with the gold of Ophir.

INTRODUCTION: This reading consists of a series of teachings on the meaning of true religion:
doing God'’s word.

A Reading from the First Letter of James (17-27)

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming
down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to
change. In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so
that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures. You must understand



this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; for
your anger does not produce God's righteousness. Therefore rid yourselves of all
sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the
implanted word that has the power to save your souls. But be doers of the word, and
not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any are hearers of the word and
not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; for they look at
themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. But those
who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers
who forget but doers who act-they will be blessed in their doing. If any think they
are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their religion
Is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to
care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the
world.

After each Reading, the Reader may say
The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.
Gradual Hymn # 401 The God of Abraham praise (Leoni)
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Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying

INTRODUCTION: In the gospel passage Jesus denounces those who find ways to ignore the
genuine commandments of God, and he calls people to the awareness that the only evil which can
corrupt a person comes from within.

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ
according to St. Mark (7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23)
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem
gathered around him, they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled
hands, that is, without washing them. (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat
unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders;
and they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also
many other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze
kettles.) So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live
according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” He said to them,
“Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, ‘This people honors
me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me; in vain do they worship me,
teaching human precepts as doctrines.” You abandon the commandment of God and

People



hold to human tradition.” Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen
to me, all of you, and understand: there is nothing outside a person that by going in
can defile, but the things that come out are what defile.” For it is from within, from
the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, adultery,
avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these evil
things come from within, and they defile a person.”

After the Gospel, the Reader says
The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Priest-in-Charge

The Apostles’ Creed
Officiant and People together, all standing

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin
Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

The oil of gladness seals our hearts in the love of God, in whose Name we offer our
prayers, responding to each petition by saying, “Savior, be with us.”

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the prayers

+ Enliven us with the desire to reach out to your world, engaging in the work of your
word through our ministry with the poor, the unemployed, the orphan and widow,
the lonely and bereaved, and all who seek the gift of hope; let us pray.

Savior, be with us.



+ Inspire our Church to proclaim the Christian faith beyond its buildings and
Institutions, so that a new generation may come to know and love the power of Christ
and the life-giving energy of the Holy Spirit; let us pray.

Savior, be with us.

+ Save us from the false promises of this age, from its consumerism and false images
of sexuality, from its idols of wealth and illusions of self-sufficiency, that our vision
may be inspired by the life and witness of the saints, and those in our own time who
are models of gospel faithfulness; let us pray.

Savior, be with us.

+ Encourage those returning to schools and colleges to have a lively curiosity, a
compassionate heart, and a vision of the world that leads to the restoration of its
glory; let us pray.

Savior, be with us

+ Bring peace between the nations of the world, especially in FILL IN BLANK,
and wherever anger and resentment leads to destruction and the loss of life; let us

pray.
Savior, be with us.

+ Comfort those who have died as innocent victims of war, that they may inherit
that kingdom where there is no death, neither sorrow nor crying, but the fullness of
joy with all your saints; let us pray.

Savior, be with us.

In the sure and certain hope of the resurrection of the dead, let us continue our
prayers, either aloud in our midst or silently in our hearts.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

Almighty and most merciful God, we remember before you this morning all
the poor and neglected persons whom it would be easy for us to forget: the homeless
and the destitute, the old and the sick, and all who have none to care for them. Help
us to heal those who are broken in body or spirit, and to turn their sorrow into joy.
Grant this, Father, for the love of your Son, who for our sake became poor, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession of Sin
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,

opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,



in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.

May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your
sins, time for true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of
his Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Peace
The Celebrant says to the people

The peace of God be always with you.
People And also with you.

The Holy Communion

The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences of Scripture.

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,
an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2

Offertory Hymn # 380 From All That Dwell Below the Skies
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The Great Thanksgiving

God be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space,
galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island
home.

By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with
memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned
against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you
revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son,
born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and
peace.

By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets,
apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to
you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:

Sanctus S # 125
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The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the consecration prayer

The Celebrant continues

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by
water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy
Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and
gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of

29

me.

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of
thanksgiving,
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.

Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our



Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us.
Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for
strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion
make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his
name.

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship,
from generation to generation. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept. Then may be said

We break this bread

to share in the Body of Christ.
We who are many are one body,
for we all share in the one bread.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation.
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All baptized Christians of all ages and denominations are welcome to receive
Communion in this place. This is God’s house and the Lord’s table, not ours



INSTRUCTIONS: Those wishing to receive Communion should come forward to the Altar rail as
directed. Please speak with an Usher if you need to receive Communion in the pew. The
consecrated host will be placed in the hands or upon the tongue of the recipient, as desired. If one
wishes intinction, then either the chalice bearer or the communicant may take the host and dip it
in the wine. Otherwise, communicants may sip from the chalice, assisting by taking hold of its
base. If the communicant does not wish to receive the wine, one can simply cross their arms across
their chest so to indicate.

Gluten free wafers are available. Just ask at the altar rail if you wish one.
If you need to receive Communion in the pews, just let the usher know.

Communion Hymn # 314 Humbly I adore thee, verity unseen (Adoro devote)
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After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Loving God,

we give you thanks

for restoring us in your image
and nourishing us with spiritual food



in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.

Now send us forth

a people, forgiven, healed, renewed;

that we may proclaim your love to the world

and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Priest may bless the people

The Wisdom of God

the Love of God

and the Grace of God

strengthen you

to be Christ’s hands and heart in this world,

in the name of the Holy Trinity. Amen. (source: Celtic)

Closing Hymn # 719 O beautiful for spacious skies (Materna)
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Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.

Organ Postlude

Worship Ministers Today:

The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman: Celebrant & Preacher
Tom Brand: Organist & Choirmaster

Emily Desouza, Organist

Tom Hollinger: 8:00 Reader

Michael Del Nin: 10:00 First Reader

MJ Del Nin: 10:00 Second Reader

MB Witt: Chalicer

Laura Daly: Veejay (VJ)

Susie Magee, MB Witt: Altar Guild

David Gillespie, Camille Gillespie: Coffee Hosts
Bob Futh, Natalie Dyer: Ushers

ST.JOHN'S READING CLUB

CURRENT SELECTION
Brian Moore’s “The Colour of Blood”
to gather for a Group Discussion via ZOOM

Tuesday, September 10™ at 11:00 a.m.

The Colour of Blood is a political thriller about Stephen Bem, a
Cardinal in an unnamed East European country who is in conflict

with the Roman Catholic Church hierarchy and finds himself caught in the middle
of an escalating social revolution, where held against his will at a safe house after an
assassination attempt, Cardinal Bem is unsure whether his captors work for the

government or for the Catholic Church.



ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
78 Green Hill Road
Washington, CT 06793

Staff

The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Priest-in-Charge
Tom Brand, Organist & Choirmaster
Dawn Rosiello, Parish Administrator
Joan Burgess, Foundation Administrator

Vestry

Mary Davis, Worth Bracken: Wardens
David Gillespie: Treasurer
Andris Kalnins: Assistant Treasurer
Justin Ormand: Clerk

Class of 2024
Rebecca Bent, Michael Del Nin, Susan McFeely

Class of 2025
Worth Bracken, Sara Coles, Andris Kalnins

Class of 2026
Laura Daly, Veronique Dulack, Justin Ormand

Diocesan Delegates: Sara Coles, MB Witt
Laura Daly: Alternate

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE

at St. John’s Episcopal Church
Friday, September 6th, 2024
11:30-5:30
Here is the link to make an appoint:
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.ntml/donation-time
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