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THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
 

Choral Prelude     Let Thy Merciful Ears               Thomas Mudd (c.1619-1667) 

Let thy merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the prayers of thy humble servants; 

and that they may obtain their petitions, make them to ask such things as shall please thee; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell 

Opening Hymn # 544     Jesus Shall Reign 

 

 

 



Celebrant  Blessed be our God. 

People  For ever and ever. Amen. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Kyrie  Missa L’Hora Passa    Ludavico da Viadana (c. 1560-1627) 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy 

Lord, have mercy 

The Gloria S# 280         Powell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The Collect of the Day 

God be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and 

pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, 

may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

The Readings 

INTRODUCTION: In this reading from the Book Hebrew Scriptures, we hear how Queen 

Esther, by wisdom and providence, turns the tables and saves her people.  

A Reading from the Scroll of Esther (7:1-6, 9-10, 9:20-22) 

The king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the second day, 

as they were drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, “What is your petition, 

Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half 

of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have won 

your favor, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be given me-- that is my 

petition-- and the lives of my people-- that is my request. For we have been sold, I 

and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been 

sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would have held my peace; but no enemy 

can compensate for this damage to the king.” Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen 



Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has presumed to do this?” Esther said, 

“A foe and enemy, this wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king 

and the queen. Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, 

“Look, the very gallows that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved 

the king, stands at Haman's house, fifty cubits high.” And the king said, “Hang him 

on that.” So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. 

Then the anger of the king abated. Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters 

to all the Jews who were in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, 

enjoining them that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar and 

also the fifteenth day of the same month, year by year, as the days on which the 

Jews gained relief from their enemies, and as the month that had been turned for 

them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a holiday; that they should 

make them days of feasting and gladness, days for sending gifts of food to one 

another and presents to the poor. 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 124       the congregation is invited to join in the Refrain. 

 

1 If the Lord had not been on our side, * 

     let Israel now say; 

2 If the Lord had not been on our side, * 

     when enemies rose up against us; 

3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive * 

     in their fierce anger toward us; 

4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us * 

     and the torrent gone over us; 

5 Then would the raging waters * 

     have gone right over us. 

6 Blessed be the Lord! * 

     he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 

7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; * 

     the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 



8 Our help is in the Name of the Lord, * 

     the maker of heaven and earth. 

INTRODUCTION: This New Testament reading from the Letter of St. James is an affirmation of 

prayer and the power of forgiveness in all circumstances. 

A Reading from the Letter of St. James (5:13-20) 

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They 

should sing songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the 

elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the 

name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise 

them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess 

your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The 

prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. Elijah was a human being like us, 

and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it 

did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the 

earth yielded its harvest. My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders 

from the truth and is brought back by another, you should know that whoever 

brings back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner's soul from death and will 

cover a multitude of sins. 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Hymn # 635  If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee 

 

 



 

 
INTRODUCTION: In our Gospel reading, Jesus bids his disciples to accept all who seek to do 

good in his name and to deal ruthlessly with whatever part of themselves causes sin. 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ  

according to St. Mark (9:38-50) 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your 

name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, 

“Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able 

soon afterward to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I 

tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of 

Christ will by no means lose the reward. “If any of you put a stumbling block 

before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if a 

great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If 

your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed 

than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot 

causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have 

two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it 

out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two 

eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is never 

quenched. “For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its 

saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one 

another.” 



After the Gospel, the Reader says 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon    The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, priest-in-charge 

The Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God,  

begotten, not made,  

of one Being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven:  

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the Prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



The Prayers of the People 

We join with those who have petitioned God for the gift of mercy as we offer our 
prayers and intercessions, responding to each petition by saying, “Hear us, O Spirit 
of Truth.” 

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the prayers 

+ For the Church in its mission to teach the ways of Christ, that it may welcome 
home those who have strayed from the faith, or who have lost themselves in empty 
dreams; let us pray. 

Hear us, O Spirit of Truth. 

+ For a commitment to serve the poor in meeting their daily needs, to assist them 
in their search for a productive life, and to know that in seeing them we are seeing 
the poverty that dwells within ourselves; let us pray. 

Hear us, O Spirit of Truth. 

+ That our parish leaders may not fear to retire programs and committees that have 
outlived their purpose, and joyfully embark on new challenges to which God is 
calling them to respond; let us pray. 

Hear us, O Spirit of Truth. 

+That the sick may derive strength from the prayers of others, and be supported by 
the presence of family and friends; let us pray. 
Hear us, O Spirit of Truth. 

+ For the voices of women who call upon those in authority to spare their young 
sons from war, their daughters from sexual abuse, and their families from 
dislocation, that the world may listen to their urgent cries for help; let us pray. 

Hear us, O Spirit of Truth. 

+ For those who have died, and for those who live as if in death, that the promises 
of God’s kingdom may come quickly; let us pray. 
Hear us, O Spirit of Truth. 

Let us continue our prayers, either silently in our hearts or aloud in our midst, 
knowing that the Banquet of the Lord will nourish us for the journey ahead. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every 

human heart and especially the hearts of the people of this land, that barriers which 

divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions 

being healed, we may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 



The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the confession 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake 

of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight 

in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

The Priest, stands and says  

May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all 

your sins, but also time for true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and 

consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Peace 
The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of God be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

The Holy Communion 
The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences of Scripture. 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,  

an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2.  

Offertory           Blessed Are the Pure in Heart                        H. Walford Davies 

Blest are the pure in heart, For they shall see our God; The secret of the Lord is theirs; Their 

soul is Christ’s abode. Still to the lowly soul He doth Himself impart; And for His cradle and His 

throne chooseth the pure in heart. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

God be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord God. 

People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ 

our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, and by 

his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore we 

praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 



company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 

Name: 

Sanctus  Missa L’Hora Passa          Ludavico da Viadana (c. 1560-1627) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

     Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  

     Hosanna in the highest. 

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the consecration prayer 

Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 

known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 

spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 

Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to 

be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, 

and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 

into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 

eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 

drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People  

We remember his death,  

We proclaim his resurrection,  

We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they 

may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 

sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 

under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Ever-

Blessed Virgin Mary, St. John, our Patron, and all your saints, we may enter the 



everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 

firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.  

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 

glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Breaking of the Bread S # 154 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

 

 

 

 

Agnus Dei    Missa L’Hora Passa          Ludavico da Viadana (c. 1560-1627) 

  O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 



Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 

Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

All baptized Christians of all ages and denominations are welcome to receive 

Communion in this place. This is God’s house and the Lord’s table, not ours 

INSTRUCTIONS: Those wishing to receive Communion should come forward to the Altar 

rail as directed. Please speak with an Usher if you need to receive Communion in the pew. 

The consecrated host will be placed in the hands or upon the tongue of the recipient, as 

desired. If one wishes intinction, then either the chalice bearer or the communicant may 

take the host and dip it in the wine. Otherwise, communicants may sip from the chalice, 

assisting by taking hold of its base. If the communicant does not wish to receive the wine, 

one can simply cross their arms across their chest so to indicate. 

Gluten free wafers are available. Just ask at the altar rail if you wish one. 

Communion Hymn # 314 Humbly I Adore Thee, Verity Unseen 

 

 

 

 
for online worshippers, and for those who for other reasons choose not to receive, here is a 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion: 



A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy 

Eucharist is celebrated, we desire to offer our praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our 

souls and bodies with the earnest desire that we may always be united to you. And since we are 

not now receiving you physically, we ask you to come into our hearts spiritually. We embrace 

you with all the affections of our souls, confident that nothing can ever separate us from the love 

God, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual 

food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in 

peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness 

and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing 

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and 

the blessing of the Eternal Majesty, the Incarnate Word, and the Abiding Spirit be 

among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

Closing Hymn # 609 Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life 

 

 



 

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Organ Postlude    

Worship Ministers Today:  

The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman: Celebrant & Preacher 

Tom Brand: Organist & Choirmaster  

John Magee: 8:00 Reader 

Laura Daly: 10:00 Reader 

Sara Coles: Chalicer 

Laura Daly: VeeJay 

MB Witt, Sara Coles: Altar Guild 

Natalie Dyer: Ushers/Greeters 

 



ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

P.O. Box 68 

78 Green Hill Road 

Washington, CT 06793 

Staff 

The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Priest-in-Charge 

Tom Brand, Organist & Choirmaster 

Dawn Rosiello, Parish Administrator 

Joan Burgess, Foundation Administrator 

Vestry 

Mary Davis, Worth Bracken: Wardens 

David Gillespie: Treasurer 

Andris Kalnins: Assistant Treasurer  

Justin Ormand: Clerk 

Class of 2024 

Rebecca Bent, Michael Del Nin, Susan McFeely 

Class of 2025 

Worth Bracken, Sara Coles, Andris Kalnins 

Class of 2026 

Laura Daly, Veronique Dulack, Justin Ormand 

Diocesan Delegates: Sara Coles, MB Witt 

Laura Daly: Alternate 

 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
NEXT SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6th 

1:00 P.M. 
 

An Offering to benefit the Animal 

Welfare Society of New Milford will 

be collected. Everyone is asked to 

bring dog and cat food, or gently used 

pet goods like soft-sided carriers, all 

sizes of crates, pet ramps and steps, 

feeding bowls, leashes, collars, 

grooming tools, clothing, etc.  


