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THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

Choral Prelude      Jerusalem, Surge       Giovanni Baptista Martini (1706-1784) 

Translation: Arise, O Jerusalem, and stand on high, and behold the joy that comes to thee from thy God! 

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell 

Opening Hymn # 54 Savior of the Nations, Come! 

 

 

 

Celebrant  Blessed are you, holy and living One. 

People  You come to your people and set them free. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

The Trisagion S # 102 

 



 
God be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 

prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our 

sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Readings 
INTRODUCTION: In this reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, the prophet Malachi promises that God’s 

messenger will suddenly come to the Temple in Jerusalem, as the day of the Lord’s judgment nears.  

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Malachi (3:1-4) 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom 

you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you 

delight -- indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his 

coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ 

soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of 

Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in 

righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in 

the days of old and as in former years. 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 126   the congregation is invited to join in the Refrain. 

 

1. When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, * 

then were we like those who dream. 

2. Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 

and our tongue with shouts of joy. 

3. Then they said among the nations, * 

“The LORD has done great things for them.” 



4. The LORD has done great things for us, * 

and we are glad indeed. 

5. Restore our fortunes, O LORD, * 

like the watercourses of the Negev. 

6. Those who sowed with tears * 

will reap with songs of joy. 

7. Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 

will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 

INTRODUCTION: In this New Testament reading, the Apostle Paul greets the new disciples in the town 

of Philippi, giving thanks for their sharing in the gospel. 

A Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Philippians (1:3-11) 

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every 

one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day 

until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will 

bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about 

all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, 

both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my 

witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my 

prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to 

help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and 

blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ 

for the glory and praise of God. 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Hymn # 67 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 

 

 



 

 

 

 
INTRODUCTION: The Gospel of Luke sets the prophetic ministry of John the Baptist in the context of its 

time in history. 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ  

according to St. Luke (3:1-6) 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 

governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 

region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high 

priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 

wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the 

prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 

Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill 

shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made 

smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 

After the Gospel, the Reader says 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 



The Sermon    The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, priest-in-charge 

The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God,  

    the Father, the Almighty,  

    maker of heaven and earth,  

    of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

    the only Son of God,  

    eternally begotten of the Father,  

    God from God, Light from Light,  

    true God from true God,  

    begotten, not made,  

    of one Being with the Father; 

    through him all things were made.  

    For us and for our salvation  

        he came down from heaven,  

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

        and became truly human.  

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

        he suffered death and was buried.  

         the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures;  

        he ascended into heaven  

             is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

        and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father,  

    who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

    who has spoken through the prophets.  

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

    We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

        and the life of the world to come. Amen 

The Prayers of the People 

May the anticipation of the Incarnation quicken our hearts and spirits as we offer our 

prayers and thanksgivings, responding, “Come, Lord Jesus.” 

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the prayers 



+ God of hope, your Word came to John in the wilderness; inspire your Church to 

proclaim the way of the Lord in our community and our world; for this we pray. Come, 

Lord Jesus. 

+ God of liberation, instill a yearning for justice in the leaders of every country, that they 

may loose the bonds of those bound by poverty, hunger, unemployment, or prejudice; for 

this we pray. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

+ God of forgiveness, bring back through repentance those captivated by the enemies that 

seduce us: money, social position, power, ambition and prestige, that we may experience a 

unity with you that knows no boundaries; for this we pray. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

+ God of gratitude, make us thankful for the community we have in each other as 

companions on the journey of faith; for our diocese, and all our spiritual guides, N., our 

Bishop, N., our priest, (and N., our deacon); for this we pray. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

+ God of purification, cleanse us with the vision to see beyond our self-deception and 

denial, that our souls may be purified in your truth, and we may be prepared for your 

promise of new life; for this we pray. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

+ God of salvation receive those who have died in the Lord’s possession, may they rest in 

the joy of eternal life; for this we pray. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

As we turn from our sins and face the light of God’s forgiveness, let us continue our 

prayers either silently in our hearts or aloud in our midst. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we may be a people at 

peace among ourselves and a blessing to other nations of the earth, that they may become 

the kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the confession 

Most merciful God,  

we confess that we have sinned against you  

in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done,  

and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  



For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  

have mercy on us and forgive us;  

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,  

to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

The Priest, stands and says  

May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins, 

but also time for true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Peace 

The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of God be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

The Holy Communion 
The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences of Scripture. 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,  

an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2.  

Offertory Anthem     O Jerusalem        Michael Wise (c. 1648-1687) 

Text: O Jerusalem, that bringeth glad tidings lift up thy voice with strength and say unto Judah, “behold 

thy God”. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

God be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord God. 

People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, because you sent your beloved Son to 

redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he 

shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or 

fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with 

Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn 

to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus  Communion Service            Caleb Simper (1856-1942) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

   Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  



   Hosanna in the highest. 

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the consecration prayer 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we 

had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 

Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 

to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, 

and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”.  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 

you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.”  

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

Christ has died.  

Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again.  

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 

the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 

faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at 

the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 



And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  

Fraction Anthem S # 153 Christ Our Passover            Willan 

 

 

Agnus Dei   Communion Service           Caleb Simper (1856-1942) 

  O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died 

for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

All baptized Christians of all ages and denominations are welcome to receive Communion 

in this place. This is God’s house and the Lord’s table, not ours 

INSTRUCTIONS: Those wishing to receive Communion should come forward to the Altar rail as 

directed. Please speak with an Usher if you need to receive Communion in the pew. The 

consecrated host will be placed in the hands or upon the tongue of the recipient, as desired. If one 

wishes intinction, then either the chalice bearer or the communicant may take the host and dip it in 

the wine. Otherwise, communicants may sip from the chalice, assisting by taking hold of its base. If 

the communicant does not wish to receive the wine, one can simply cross their arms across their 

chest after receiving the bread so to indicate. 

Communion Hymn # 311 O Saving Victim, Opening Wide 

 

 



 

 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God,  

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  

of the most precious Body and Blood  

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;  

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries  

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  

and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  

And now, Father, send us out  

to do the work you have given us to do,  

to love and serve you  

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,  

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing 

May the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, and of Jesus Christ born of our 

sister Mary, and of the Holy Spirit, who broods over the world as a mother over her 

children, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 

Closing Hymn # 65 Prepare the Way, O Zion 

 

 



 

 
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude   

 

Worship Ministers Today:  

The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman: Celebrant & Preacher 

Tom Brand: Organist & Choirmaster  

John Magee: 8:00 Reader 

Rebecca Bent: 10:00 Reader 

Rebecca Bent: Chalicer 

Fr. Geoff: VeeJay 

MB Witt, Virginia Reynolds: Altar Guild 

Bob Futh, Natalie Dyer: Ushers/Greeters 

 

 

 
TRADITIONAL NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS 

SUNDAY 

December 15, 2024 

4:00 p.m. 

Open to the public 


