Welcome to St. John’s Church

“Jesus teaches by the Sea of Galilee,” James Tissot (1836-1902)

The Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany

February 23, 2025
8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.

ST.JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Parish Office Telephone: (860) 868-2527
Parish Office Hours: Wednesdays and Fridays, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
St. John’s Email: stjohnschurch@snet.net
St. John’s Website: http://stjohnswashington.com/

St. John’s YouTube Page:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoOwTnglRss4BT8VwFul4qg



mailto:stjohnschurch@snet.net
http://stjohnswashington.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoOwTnqlRss4BT8VwFul4qg

THE

Choral Prelude

Text:

HOLY EUCHARIST

The Eyes of All Wait Upon Thee. O Lord

Orlando Gibbons (1649-1708)
The eyes of all wait upon thee, O Lord: and thou givest them their meat in due season.

Thou openest thine hand: and fillest all things living with plenteousness.
The Lord is righteous in all his ways: and holy in all his works.
The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him: yea, all such as call upon him faithfully.
He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him: he also will hear their cry, and will help them.
The Lord preserveth all them that love him: but scattereth abroad all the ungodly.

My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord: and let all flesh give thanks unto his holy Name

for ever and ever.
Glory be to the Father and to

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Ps. 145:15-21

the Son and to the Holy Ghost;

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell

Opening Hymn # 390
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Celebrant ~ Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People Glory to God for ever and ever.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ
our Lord. Amen.
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God be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.

O Lord, you have taught us that without love whatever we do is worth nothing:
Send your Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts your greatest gift, which is love, the true
bond of peace and of all virtue, without which whoever lives is accounted dead before



you. Grant this for the sake of your only Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Readings

INTRODUCTION: In this reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, we see the decisive moment when
Joseph reveals himself to his brothers, who then journey home to tell their father Jacob that his son is
still alive.

A Reading from the Scroll of Genesis (17:5-10)

Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his
brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. Then Joseph said
to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am your
brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry with
yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For
the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which
there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for you a
remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent
me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and
ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, "Thus says
your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay.
You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children
and your children's children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. |
will provide for you there--since there are five more years of famine to come--so that
you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.” And he
kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Psalm 37:1-12, 41-42 the congregation is invited to join in the Refrain.
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Put your trust in the Lord and do good.
1 Do not fret yourself because of evildoers; *

do not be jealous of those who do wrong.

2 For they shall soon wither like the grass, *
and like the green grass fade away.

3 Put your trust in the Lord and do good; *
dwell in the land and feed on its riches.

4 Take delight in the Lord, *
and he shall give you your heart's desire.

5 Commit your way to the Lord and put your trust in him, *
and he will bring it to pass.




6 He will make your righteousness as clear as the light *
and your just dealing as the noonday.

7 Be still before the Lord *
and wait patiently for him.

8 Do not fret yourself over the one who prospers, *
the one who succeeds in evil schemes.

9 Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; *
do not fret yourself; it leads only to evil.

10 For evildoers shall be cut off, *
but those who wait upon the Lord shall possess the land.

11 In a little while the wicked shall be no more; *
you shall search out their place, but they will not be there.

12 But the lowly shall possess the land; *
they will delight in abundance of peace.

41 But the deliverance of the righteous comes from the Lord; *
he is their stronghold in time of trouble.

42 The Lord will help them and rescue them; *
he will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them,
because they seek refuge in him.

INTRODUCTION: In this New Testament reading St. Paul continues to discuss the question of the
resurrection from death.

A Reading from First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians (15:35-38, 42-50)

Someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they
come?” Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And as for what you
sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some
other grain. But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own
body. So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is
raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in
weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If
there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. Thus it is written, “The first man,
Adam, became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. But it is not
the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. The first man was from
the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so are
those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven.
Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image of the
man of heaven. What | am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot
inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



Gradual Hymn # 593

Lord, Make Us Servants of your Peace
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INTRODUCTION: In our Gospel reading Jesus calls his followers to a way of life that reaches beyond
the worldly understanding of what is good.

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ
according to St. Luke (6:23-38)

People

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who
hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes
you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do
not withhold even your shirt. Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes



away your goods, do not ask for them again. Do to others as you would have them do to
you. If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love
those who love them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to
you? For even sinners do the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive,
what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But
love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be
great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the
wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. Do not judge, and you will not be
judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be
forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken
together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the
measure you get back.”
After the Gospel, the Reader says
The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Rector

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human,
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
Is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

The Prayers of the People

Let us be still and patient before the Lord, as we offer our prayers and thanksgivings,
responding, “‘Hear us, O God of glory.”

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the prayers

+ That the power of the Holy Spirit may be sent into the heart of the world, uniting
peoples everywhere with the true bonds of forgiveness and peace; let us pray to the
Lord.

Hear us, O God of glory.

+ That those who till the land on small farms may have bountiful crops, trusting that
what is sown in the fertile soil of God’s love will be harvested with joy and
thanksgiving; let us pray to the Lord.

Hear us, O God of glory.

+ For those holding elected office, and all of us who can influence them, that together
we may take responsibility of finding answers to the problems that plague our cities,
especially economic injustice and poverty, illiteracy, and fractured family life; let us
pray to the Lord.

Hear us, O God of glory.

+ For spiritual transformation throughout our Church, as we refrain from the gossip that
divides us, the bitterness that blocks forgiveness, the condemnation that distorts God’s
Image in others, and the greed that diminishes generosity; let us pray to the Lord.

Hear us, O God of glory.

+ In thanksgiving for God’s compassion working in our lives to restore us to wholeness
of mind, body, and spirit, saving us from ourselves, and releasing us to witness to his
love; let us pray to the Lord.

Hear us, O God of glory.

+ In thanksgiving for men and women who serve as missionaries in foreign lands, and
for those followers of Jesus who are being persecuted for their faith; may their faith
inspire our own; let us pray to the Lord.

Hear us, O God of glory.
+ For all who have died in the faith of the Church, that they may have a place at the
table in your heavenly kingdom; let us pray to the Lord.

Hear us, O God of glory.



O Holy Spirit of the living God, pour your love into our hearts, as we continue our
prayers, either silently in our hearts or aloud in our midst.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your
Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and
hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds
of love; and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on
earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around
your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Confession of Sin

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the confession

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest, stands and says
May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your

sins, but also time for true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation
of his Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Peace

The Celebrant says to the people
The peace of God be always with you.
People And also with you.
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

The Holy Communion
The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences of Scripture.

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,
an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2.

Offertory Anthem Hush, Somebody's Callin* My Name
Spiritual, arr. Tom Brand



Text: Hush, somebody's callin' my name. O my Lord, what shall | do?

Kumbaya, my Lord, Kumbaya. O Lord, Kumbaya.

Beautiful Savior, King of creation, Son of God and Son of Man, Glory and honor, praise,

adoration, Now and forevermore be thine.

The Great Thanksgiving
God be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing

and fed us with your constant love;

you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ

and knit us into one body.

Through your Spirit, you replenish us

and call us to fullness of life.

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels
and with the faithful of every generation,

we lift our voices with all creation as we sing:

Sanctus Messa a quattro voci

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Giovanni Grossi (1615-1684)

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the consecration prayer

Then the Celebrant continues

Blessed are you, gracious God,

creator of the universe and giver of life.
You formed us in your own image

and called us to dwell in your infinite love.
You gave the world into our care

that we might be your faithful stewards
and show forth your bountiful grace.

But we failed to honor your image
in one another and in ourselves;

we would not see your goodness in the world around us;

and so we violated your creation,
abused one another, and rejected your love.



Yet you never ceased to care for us,
and prepared the way of salvation for all people.

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you.
You delivered us from slavery,

sustained us in the wilderness,

and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation.

Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word,

made mortal flesh in Jesus.

Born into the human family,

and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory.

Giving himself freely to death on the cross,

he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread,
and when he had given thanks to you,

he broke it, and gave it to his friends,

and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine,

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,

and said: “Drink this, all of you:

This is my Blood of the new Covenant,

which is poured out for you and for all

for the forgiveness of sins.

Whenever you drink it,

do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Remembering his death and resurrection,

we now present to you from your creation this bread and this wine.
By your Holy Spirit may they be for us

the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ.

Grant that we who share these gifts

may be filled with the Holy Spirit

and live as Christ’s Body in the world.

Bring us into the everlasting heritage

of your daughters and sons,

that with the Ever-Blessed Virgin Mary, St. John, our Patron,

and all your saints, past, present, and yet to come,



we may praise your Name for ever.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Fraction Anthem S # 154 Christ Our Passover Hurd
This setting is not used in Lent.
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Agnus Dei Messa a quattro voci Giovanni Grossi (1615-1684)

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation.

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.



All baptized Christians of all ages and denominations are welcome to receive
Communion in this place. This is God ’s house and the Lord s table, not ours

INSTRUCTIONS: Those wishing to receive Communion should come forward to the Altar rail
as directed. Please speak with an Usher if you need to receive Communion in the pew. The
consecrated host will be placed in the hands or upon the tongue of the recipient, as desired. If
one wishes intinction, then either the chalice bearer or the communicant may take the host and
dip it in the wine. Otherwise, communicants may sip from the chalice, assisting by taking hold
of its base. If the communicant does not wish to receive the wine, one can simply cross their
arms across their chest after receiving the bread so to indicate.

Communion Hymn # 313

Let Thy Blood in Mercy Poured
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After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
Loving God,
we give you thanks
for restoring us in your image
and nourishing us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.

Now send us forth
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed;

that we may proclaim your love to the world
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Priest gives the blessing

May the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, and of Jesus Christ born of
our sister Mary, and of the Holy Spirit, who broods over the world as a mother over her
children, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.

Closing Hymn # 657

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
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faith-ful  mer - cies crown. Je - sus, thou art all com - pas - sion,
more thy  tem - ples  leave. Thee we  would be al - way bless - ing,
ly re - stored in thee: changed from glo - ry in - to glo - ry,
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pure, un - bound - ed love thou art; vis it us with
serve thee as thy  hosts a - bove, pray, and praise thee
till in  heaven we  take our place, till we cast our
P . = o =" o
4 I ] '—r 19 ! ] 3 -
S e e NSV
'Q 1 %'_\I ' 1 ‘ 1 % } l’\l % 1 !
1 1 : I 7z ™~ L —— 1 1
6" 8§ £ 71 e s o
ST KPP T r o |
thy sal - va - tion, en ter ev - ery trem-bling heart.
with - out ceas - ing, glo - ry in thy  per - fect love.
crowns be - fore thee, lost n won - der, love, and praise.
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Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.

People
Postlude

Thanks be to God.

Worship Ministers Today:

The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman: Celebrant & Preacher
Tom Brand: Organist & Choirmaster
John Magee: 8:00 Reader

Laura Daly: 10:00 Reader

Laura Daly: Chalicer

Laura Daly: VeeJay

MB Witt, Sara Coles: Altar Guild
Bob Futh, Natalie Dyer: Ushers/Greeters
MB Witt, Corinne Johnson: Coffee Hour




