Welcome to St. John’s Church

“The Transfiguration, ” Pietro Perugino (1498)

The Last Sunday after the Epiphany

March 2, 2025
8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.

ST.JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Parish Office Telephone: (860) 868-2527
Parish Office Hours: Wednesdays and Fridays, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
St. John’s Email: stjohnschurch@snet.net
St. John’s Website: http://stjohnswashington.com/

St. John’s YouTube Page:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoOwTnglRss4BT8VwFul4qg



mailto:stjohnschurch@snet.net
http://stjohnswashington.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoOwTnqlRss4BT8VwFul4qg

THE HOLY EUCHARIST
The Liturgy of the Word of God
and Celebration of the Holy Communion

Choral Prelude  Resplenduit facias eius Tomas Luis de Victoria (1548-1611)

Translation: His face shone like the sun, and his clothes likewise became as white
as snow. And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, speaking with
Jesus.

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell
Opening Hymn # 7 Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies
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1 Christ, whose glo - ry  fills the skies,  Christ, the true, the on -ly Light,
2 Dark and cheer-less is the morn un - ac - com - pan - ied by thee;
3 Vis - it then this soul of mine! Picrce the gloom of  sin and grief!
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Sun of Right-cous - ness, a - rnise! Tri-umph o'er the  shades of night:
jov-less is  the days re - turn, till  thy mer-cy’'s beams [  see,
Fill me, ra - dian - cy di - vine: scat-ter all my un - be - lief;
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Day-spring from on  high, be near: Day-star, in my heart ap - pear.
till they in - ward light im - part, glad my eyes, and warm my heart.
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Celebrant ~ Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People Glory to God for ever and ever.



Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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God be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.

O God, who before the passion of your only begotten Son revealed his glory
upon the holy mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his
countenance, may be strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his
likeness from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Readings

INTRODUCTION: In this reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, we learn how Moses’ face shone
after he had spoken with the Lord.

A Reading from the Scroll of Exodus (34:29-35)

Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain
with the two tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin
of his face shone because he had been talking with God. When Aaron and all the
Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and they were afraid to
come near him. But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the
congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. Afterward all the
Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all that the Lord had
spoken with him on Mount Sinai. When Moses had finished speaking with them,
he put a veil on his face; but whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak
with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out; and when he came out, and
told the Israelites what he had been commanded, the Israelites would see the face
of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on

his face again, until he went in to speak with him.
The Word of the Lord.



People Thanks be to God.
Psalm 99 the congregation is invited to join in the Refrain.

p Refrain
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Pro-claim the great-ness of the Lord our God!
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who is the Ho - ly One
from Gradual Psalms for the RCL, ed. Bruce E. Ford, Church Publishing Incorporated

1 The Lord is King; let the people tremble; *
he is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth shake.

2 The Lord is great in Zion; *
he is high above all peoples.

3 Let them confess his Name, which is great and awesome; *
he is the Holy One.

4 "0 mighty King, lover of justice, you have established equity; *
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob."

5 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God and fall down before his
footstool; *
he is the Holy One.
6 Moses and Aaron among his priests,
and Samuel among those who call upon his Name, *
they called upon the Lord, and he answered them.

7 He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; *

they kept his testimonies and the decree that he gave them.
8 O Lord our God, you answered them indeed; *

you were a God who forgave them, yet punished them for their evil deeds.
9 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God and worship him upon his holy
hill; *

for the Lord our God is the Holy One.

INTRODUCTION: In this New Testament reading St. Paul celebrates the freedom and boldness
that comes to believers through Christ.

A Reading from Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians (3:12-4:2)
Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, not like
Moses, who put a veil over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the



end of the glory that was being set aside. But their minds were hardened. Indeed, to
this very day, when they hear the reading of the old covenant, that same veil is still
there, since only in Christ is it set aside. Indeed, to this very day whenever Moses
Is read, a veil lies over their minds; but when one turns to the Lord, the veil is
removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
freedom. And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though
reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree
of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit. Therefore, since it is
by God's mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. We have
renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to
falsify God's word; but by the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves
to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God.

The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.
Gradual Hymn # 135 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
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INTRODUCTION: Our Gospel reading is the story of Jesus's transfiguration on the mountain.

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ

according to St. Luke (9:28-36)
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on the mountain
to pray. And while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his
clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah,
talking to him. They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which
he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions were
weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and
the two men who stood with him. Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to
Jesus, "Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for
you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah™--not knowing what he said. While he was
saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they
entered the cloud. Then from the cloud came a voice that said, "This is my Son, my
Chosen; listen to him!" When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And
they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen.

After the Gospel, the Reader says

The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.



The Sermon The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Rector

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
Is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

The Prayers of the People

Christ appeared to the apostles in the brilliance of heavenly light. Let us pray that
his glory may illumine our hearts, as we offer our prayers, responding, “Hear us, O
God of glory.”



The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the prayers

+ That we may be receptive to the power of the Divine Word to transform our
lives, reorder our thoughts, give us truer vision, and deepen our desire for God’s
truth; for this we pray.

Hear us, O God of glory.

+ That we may find in law and prophecy the inheritance of our ancestors, and the
freedom to move from the mountaintops of our experience into the marketplace of
daily life; for this we pray.

Hear us, O God of glory.

+ That as our faith increases, our thoughts and actions may reflect interior
transfiguration, and our charity be extended to the poor, the hungry, the outcast,
and all for whom our Lord Christ came to give his life; for this we pray.

Hear us, O God of glory.

+ That God’s loving embrace may uphold and sustain those we hold in our
thoughts, especially all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for this
we pray.

Hear us, O God of glory.

+ In thanksgiving for our common journey in the faith, that we who have received
the Word made flesh may embark on the holy road of Lent, and rejoice together in
the Paschal mystery to come; for this we pray.

Hear us, O God of glory.

+ In thanksgiving for the Body of Christ, and the Cup of Salvation; may it be for us
a foretaste of Christ’s heavenly banquet which the faithful departed now enjoy; for
this we pray.

Hear us, O God of glory.

+ That Shaun, our Presiding Bishop, Jeff & Laura, Bishops of this diocese, and all
who exercise episcopal oversight may live into their office as chief pastors,
teachers, and celebrants of the sacraments; for this we pray.

Hear us, O God of glory.

May the light of Christ be revealed through us, as we continue our prayers, either
silently or aloud.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

O God of peace, who hast taught us that in returning and rest we shall be
saved, in quietness and in confidence shall be our strength: By the might of thy
Spirit lift us, we pray thee, to thy presence, where we may be still and know that
thou art God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Confession of Sin
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the confession

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest, stands and says

May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all
your sins, but also time for true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and
consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Peace
The Celebrant says to the people
The peace of God be always with you.
People And also with you.
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

The Holy Communion
The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences of Scripture.

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,
an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2.

Offertory Anthem Transfiguration William D. Thompson (1929-2011)

Text: O Light of Light, love given birth;
Jesus, Redeemer of the earth:
More bright than day your face did show,
your raiment whiter than the snow.
Two prophets who had faith to see,
with your elect found company;
the heavens above your glory named,
your Father’s voice his Son proclaimed.
May all who seek to praise aright



through purer lives show forth your light.
To you, the King of glory, now
all faithful hearts adoring bow.

The Great Thanksgiving
God be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
You have filled us and all creation with your blessing
and fed us with your constant love;
you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ
and knit us into one body.
Through your Spirit, you replenish us
and call us to fullness of life.
Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels
and with the faithful of every generation,
we lift our voices with all creation as we sing:

Sanctus Missa Octavi Toni Orlando di Lasso (1532-1594)

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the consecration prayer

Then the Celebrant continues

Blessed are you, gracious God,

creator of the universe and giver of life.
You formed us in your own image

and called us to dwell in your infinite love.
You gave the world into our care

that we might be your faithful stewards
and show forth your bountiful grace.

But we failed to honor your image

in one another and in ourselves;

we would not see your goodness in the world around us;
and so we violated your creation,



abused one another, and rejected your love.
Yet you never ceased to care for us,
and prepared the way of salvation for all people.

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you.
You delivered us from slavery,

sustained us in the wilderness,

and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation.

Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word,

made mortal flesh in Jesus.

Born into the human family,

and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory.

Giving himself freely to death on the cross,

he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread,
and when he had given thanks to you,

he broke it, and gave it to his friends,

and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine,
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said: “Drink this, all of you:

This is my Blood of the new Covenant,

which is poured out for you and for all

for the forgiveness of sins.

Whenever you drink it,

do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Remembering his death and resurrection,

we now present to you from your creation this bread and this wine.
By your Holy Spirit may they be for us

the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ.

Grant that we who share these gifts

may be filled with the Holy Spirit

and live as Christ’s Body in the world.

Bring us into the everlasting heritage



of your daughters and sons,

that with the Ever-Blessed Virgin Mary, St. John, our Patron,
and all your saints, past, present, and yet to come,
we may praise your Name for ever.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

Fraction Anthem S # 154 Christ Our Passover Hurd
This setting is not used in Lent.
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O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.




O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation.

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All baptized Christians of all ages and denominations are welcome to receive
Communion in this place. This is God ’s house and the Lord s table, not ours

INSTRUCTIONS: Those wishing to receive Communion should come forward to the Altar
rail as directed. Please speak with an Usher if you need to receive Communion in the pew.
The consecrated host will be placed in the hands or upon the tongue of the recipient, as
desired. If one wishes intinction, then either the chalice bearer or the communicant may
take the host and dip it in the wine. Otherwise, communicants may sip from the chalice,
assisting by taking hold of its base. If the communicant does not wish to receive the wine,
one can simply cross their arms across their chest after receiving the bread so to indicate.

Communion Hymn # 314 Humbly | Adore Thee, Verity Unseen
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Loving God,

we give you thanks

for restoring us in your image

and nourishing us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.

Now send us forth

a people, forgiven, healed, renewed;

that we may proclaim your love to the world

and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.
The Priest gives the blessing

May the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, and of Jesus Christ

born of our sister Mary, and of the Holy Spirit, who broods over the world as a
mother over her children, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.

Closing Hymn # 137 O Wondrous Type!
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Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Worship Ministers Today:

The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman: Celebrant & Preacher
Tom Brand: Organist & Choirmaster

Jay Bauer: 8:00 Reader

Mary Davis: 10:00 Reader

Rebecca Bent: Chalicer

Laura Daly: VeeJay

MB Witt, Corinne Johnson: Altar Guild

Bob Futh, Natalie Dyer: Ushers/Greeters

Emily Fitzhugh: Coffee Hour
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