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Welcome to St. John’s Church 

 

“Christ Before Herod Antipas,” Nikolaus Knüpfer, 1609-1655 

The Second Sunday In Lent 

March 16, 2025 

8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 

 
ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

P.O. Box 1278 

78 Green Hill Road 

Washington, CT 06793 

Parish Office Telephone: (860) 868-2527 

Parish Office Hours: Wednesdays and Fridays, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

St. John’s Email: stjohnschurch@snet.net 

St. John’s Website: http://stjohnswashington.com/ 

St. John’s YouTube Page: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoOwTnqlRss4BT8VwFul4qg 
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THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
The Liturgy of the Word of God  

and Celebration of the Holy Communion 

Organ Prelude 

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell 

Opening Hymn # 401  The God of Abraham Praise 
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The people standing, the Celebrant may say 

Celebrant  Bless the Lord who forgiveth all our sins.  

People  His mercy endureth for ever. 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 

thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: 

Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the 

Law and the Prophets. 

The Trisagion S # 102 
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The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 

The Lord be with you. 

People  And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have 

gone astray from thy ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast 

faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of thy Word, Jesus Christ thy 

Son; who with thee and the Holy Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, for ever and 

ever.  Amen. 

The Readings 

INTRODUCTION: Our Hebrew scripture lesson tells of the promise of many descendants and of a 

covenant guaranteeing a homeland which God made with Abraham (who at times was known as 

Abram). 

A Reading from Genesis (15:1-12, 17-18) 

The word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I 

am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, 

what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 

Damascus?” And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born 

in my house is to be my heir.” But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man 

shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” He brought 

him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to 

count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” And he believed 

the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.  Then he said to him, “I 

am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to 

possess.” But he said, “O Lord GOD, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” He 

said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram 

three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” He brought him all these and cut 

them in two, laying each half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in 

two. And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.  

As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying 

darkness descended upon him.  When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a 
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smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed between these pieces. On that day the 

LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I give this land, 

from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.” 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 27       the congregation is invited to join in the Refrain 

 

1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? * 

the LORD is the strength of my life; of whom then shall I be afraid? 

2 When evildoers came upon me to eat up my flesh, * 

it was they, my foes and my adversaries, who stumbled and fell. 

3 Though an army should encamp against me, * 

yet my heart shall not be afraid; 

4 And though war should rise up against me, * 

yet will I put my trust in him. 

5 One thing have I asked of the LORD; one thing I seek; * 

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; 

6 To behold the fair beauty of the LORD * 

and to seek him in his temple. 

7 For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in his shelter; * 

he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling 

and set me high upon a rock. 

8 Even now he lifts up my head * 

above my enemies round about me. 

9 Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation 

with sounds of great gladness; * 

I will sing and make music to the LORD. 

10 Hearken to my voice, O LORD, when I call; * 

have mercy on me and answer me. 

11 You speak in my heart and say, “Seek my face.” * 

Your face, LORD, will I seek. 
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12 Hide not your face from me, * 

nor turn away your servant in displeasure. 

13 You have been my helper; cast me not away; * 

do not forsake me, O God of my salvation. 

14 Though my father and my mother forsake me, * 

the LORD will sustain me. 

15 Show me your way, O LORD; * 

lead me on a level path, because of my enemies. 

16 Deliver me not into the hand of my adversaries, * 

for false witnesses have risen up against me,  

and also those who speak malice. 

17 What if I had not believed 

that I should see the goodness of the LORD * 

in the land of the living! 

18 O tarry and await the LORD's pleasure; 

be strong, and he shall comfort your heart; * 

wait patiently for the LORD. 

INTRODUCTION: In this reading Paul warns of enemies of the cross of Christ and urges the 

disciples in Philippi to stand firm in the hope of the glory to come. 

A Reading from Philippians (3:17-4:1) 

Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live 

according to the example you have in us. For many live as enemies of the cross of 

Christ; I have often told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. Their end is 

destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set 

on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are 

expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. He will transform the body of our 

humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also 

enables him to make all things subject to himself. Therefore, my brothers and sisters, 

whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my 

beloved. 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Hymn # 654  Day by Day 

 

 

 
Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

INTRODUCTION: In our Gospel reading, Jesus is disdainful of King Herod’s threat and expresses 

his determination to fulfill his prophetic destiny in Jerusalem. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

according to St. Luke (13:31-35) 

People  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

Some Pharisees came and said to Jesus, “Get away from here, for Herod wants 

to kill you.” He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, 'Listen, I am casting out 

demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my 

work. Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is 

impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.' Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the 

city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I 

desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, 

and you were not willing! See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not 

see me until the time comes when you say, 'Blessed is the one who comes in the name 

of the Lord.'“ 

After the Gospel, the Reader says 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
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People  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

The Sermon     The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Rector 

“Why Do Religions Persist?” 

Part II of the 2025 Lenten Sermon Series 

“What is the Value and Importance of Being Religious?” 

The Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God,  

begotten, not made,  

of one Being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven:  

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the Prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 

The Deacon or other person appointed says 

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world, 

responding, “O Lord, hear our prayer.” 

After each paragraph of this prayer, the People may make an appropriate response, as directed. 

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make 

prayers, and supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers 

which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the 

Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those 

who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in 

unity and godly love; for this we pray. 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especially Hosam, 

the Archbishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem; Justin, Archbishop of 

Canterbury; Bartholomew, Patriarch of Constantinople; Francis, Bishop of Rome; 

Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Jeff and Laura, our Bishops; and all the members of St. 

John’s, that they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively 

Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments; for this we pray. 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation 

here present; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy 

holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life; 

for this we pray. 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of 

government in this and every land especially António, Secretary General of the 

United Nations, Donald, our President, Ned our Governor, Jim, the First Selectman of 

the town of Washington, for the members of our Congress and Courts, that they may 

be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the world; for 

this we pray. 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, 

that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be 

faithful stewards of thy bounty; for this we pray. 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor 

all who in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other 
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adversity, pausing now that all may add their own prayers and petitions, either 

silently in our hearts or aloud in our midst; (pause for a moment) for this we pray. 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith 

and fear, beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and 

to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of the Ever-Blessed Virgin Mary, St. 

John, our Patron, and all thy saints, that with them we may be partakers of thy 

heavenly kingdom; for this we pray. 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and 

Advocate. Amen. 

Taizé Offering WLP # 827   (sung by all) 

 

 

 
Confession of Sin 

The Deacon or Celebrant says the following 

Ye who do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity 

with your neighbors, and intend to lead a new life, following the commandments of 
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God, and walking from henceforth in his holy ways: Draw near with faith, and make 

your humble confession to Almighty God, devoutly kneeling. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People  

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, judge of 

all men: We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, which we 

from time to time most grievously have committed, by thought, word, and deed, 

against thy divine Majesty, provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against 

us. We do earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the 

remembrance of them is grievous unto us, the burden of them is intolerable. Have 

mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; for thy Son our Lord 

Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may ever hereafter 

serve and please thee in newness of life, to the honor and glory of thy Name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says  

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised 

forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto 

him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 

strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

The Peace 
The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of God be always with you. 

People  And with thy spirit. 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

The Holy Communion 

The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences of Scripture. 

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving,  

and make good thy vows unto the Most High. Psalm 50:14 

Offertory Anthem     “Shall We Gather at the River?”     Robert Lowry (1826-1899) 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Celebrant faces the congregation and sings or says 

The Lord be with you. 

People  And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 

People  It is meet and right so to do. 
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Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in 

all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who was tempted in every way as we are, yet did not 

sin. By his grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for 

ourselves alone, but for him who died for us and rose again. Therefore with Angels 

and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy 

glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 

Sanctus  (said by all) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

   Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  

   Hosanna in the highest. 

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the consecration prayer 

Then the Celebrant continues 

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and 

earth, and didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give 

thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the 

cross for our redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole 

world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual 

memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my 

Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, 

which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye 

shall drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with 

these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath 

commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious 

death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming 

again with power and great glory. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word 

and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be 

unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ. 



13 
 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise 

and thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our 

souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy 

Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son 

Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we 

and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, 

and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord; 

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and 

glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

Fraction Anthem S # 153 

 

 
Agnus Dei   (said by all) 

 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 
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The Prayer of Humble Access 

The following prayer may be said. The People may join in saying this prayer  

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 

righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much 

as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose 

property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the 

flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore 

dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 

died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

All baptized Christians of all ages and denominations are welcome to receive Communion in this 

place. This is God’s house and the Lord’s table, not ours 

INSTRUCTIONS: Those wishing to receive Communion should come forward to the Altar rail as 

directed. Please speak with an Usher if you need to receive Communion in the pew. The 

consecrated host will be placed in the hands or upon the tongue of the recipient, as desired. If 

one wishes intinction, then either the chalice bearer or the communicant may take the host and 

dip it in the wine. Otherwise, communicants may sip from the chalice, assisting by taking hold of 

its base. If the communicant does not wish to receive the wine, one can simply cross their arms 

across their chest so to indicate. 

Gluten free wafers are available. Just ask at the altar rail if you wish one. 

Communion Hymn # 324      Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
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After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

The People may join in saying this prayer 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost 

feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body 

and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy 

favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the 

mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also 

heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O 

heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy 

fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all 

honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 

knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of 

God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain 

with you always. Amen. 

Closing Hymn # 495       Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus! 
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Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Congregation departs in silence. 

 

Worship Ministers Today:  

The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman: Celebrant and Preacher 

Tom Brand: Organist & Choirmaster  

Emily DeSouza, Guest Organist 

John Magee: 8:00 Reader 

Rebecca Bent: 10:00 Reader 

MB Witt: Chalicer 

Laura Daly: Veejay (VJ) 

Bob Futh, Natalie Dyer: Ushers 

MB Witt & Corinne Johnson: Altar Guild 

Alec Purves & Veronique Dulack: Coffee Hour Host 

 


