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THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

Choral Prelude       Pueri Hebraeorum           Tomás Luis de Victoria (1548-1611) 
Translation: The Hebrew children, bearing olive branches, 

went forth to meet the Lord, crying out, and saying, 

Hosanna in the highest. 

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell 

The Liturgy of the Palms 

Celebrant Blessed is the King who cometh in the name of the Lord.  

People Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.  

Celebrant  Let us pray.  

Assist us mercifully with thy help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may 

enter with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby thou hast given 

us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Here a Deacon or other person appointed reads the following                          (Luke 19:28-40) 

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the 

Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village 

ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has 

never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing 

this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’” They 

went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were 

untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the 

colt?” They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. Then 

they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many 

people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they 

had cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead and those who followed were 

shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed 

is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” Then 

he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at 

everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

Celebrant  God be with you.  

People  And with thy spirit.  

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have 

redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy 

city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who 

spread their garments and branches of palm along his way. Let these branches be for 
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us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail 

him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and 

reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

The following or some other suitable anthem may then be said as the palms are distributed  

Opening Anthem    Hosanna to the Son of David    Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625) 
Text: Hosanna to the Son of David. 

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest places. 

Hosanna in the highest heavens. 

Celebrant  Let us go forth in peace.  

People  In the name of Christ. Amen.  

Processional Hymn # 154              All Glory, Laud, And Honor 
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The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 

God be with you. 

People  And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

The Celebrant says the Collect. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who, of thy tender love towards mankind, hast 

sent thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our flesh, and to suffer death 

upon the cross, that all mankind should follow the example of his great humility: 

Mercifully grant that we may both follow the example of his patience, and also be 

made partakers of his resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Readings 

INTRODUCTION: The reading from the Hebrew Bible tells of the servant who speaks for the Lord 

and suffers persecution, but still trusts in God’s help and vindication. 

A Reading from the Scroll of Isaiah (50:4-9a) 

The Lord GOD has given me 

the tongue of a teacher, 

that I may know how to sustain 

the weary with a word. 

Morning by morning he wakens-- 

wakens my ear 

to listen as those who are taught. 

The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 

and I was not rebellious, 

I did not turn backward. 

I gave my back to those who struck me, 

and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

I did not hide my face 

from insult and spitting. 

The Lord GOD helps me; 

therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like flint, 

and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 

he who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? 

Let us stand up together. 
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Who are my adversaries? 

Let them confront me. 

It is the Lord GOD who helps me; 

who will declare me guilty? 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 31:9-16  the congregation is invited to join in the Refrain 

 
9 Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; * 

my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 

10 For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; * 

my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed. 

11 I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors, 

a dismay to those of my acquaintance; * 

when they see me in the street they avoid me. 

12 I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; * 

I am as useless as a broken pot. 

13 For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; * 

they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 

14 But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. * 

I have said, “You are my God. 

15 My times are in your hand; * 

rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute 

me. 

16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 

and in your loving-kindness save me.” 

INTRODUCTION: In this New Testament reading we hear from one of the earliest Christian 

hymns how Christ Jesus accepted the condition of a servant, was obedient even unto death, and 

was then given the name that was above all other names. 

A Reading from the Second Letter of St. Paul to the Philippians (2:5-11) 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in 

the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but 
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emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being 

found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death 

-- even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the 

name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Hymn # 171      Go to Dark Gethsemane 
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The Passion Gospel may be read or chanted by lay persons 

St. Luke’s Passion - Ludovico da Viadana (1560-1627) 

The congregation may be seated for the first part of the Passion. 

At the verse which mentions the arrival at Golgotha, the place of the Skull, all stand. 

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke  
(23:1-49 NRSVCE) 

At that time the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. They 

began to accuse him, saying, “We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding 

us to pay taxes to the emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king.” 

Then Pilate asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” He answered, “You say so.” 

Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no basis for an accusation 

against this man.” But they were insistent and said, “He stirs up the people by 

teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee where he began even to this place.” 

When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. And when 

he learned that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, who was 

himself in Jerusalem at that time. When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he 

had been wanting to see him for a long time, because he had heard about him and 

was hoping to see him perform some sign. He questioned him at some length, but 

Jesus gave him no answer. The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently 

accusing him. Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked 

him; then he put an elegant robe on him, and sent him back to Pilate. That same day 

Herod and Pilate became friends with each other; before this they had been enemies. 

Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, and 

said to them, “You brought me this man as one who was perverting the people; and 

here I have examined him in your presence and have not found this man guilty of 

any of your charges against him. Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us. 

Indeed, he has done nothing to deserve death. I will therefore have him flogged and 

release him.” 

Then they all shouted out together, “Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas 

for us!” (This was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that had 

taken place in the city, and for murder.) Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed 

them again; but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” A third time he said to 

them, “Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no ground for the sentence 

of death; I will therefore have him flogged and then release him.” But they kept 

urgently demanding with loud shouts that he should be crucified; and their voices 

prevailed. So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand should be granted. He released 
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the man they asked for, the one who had been put in prison for insurrection and 

murder, and he handed Jesus over as they wished. 

As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming 

from the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. 

A great number of the people followed him, and among them were women who were 

beating their breasts and wailing for him. But Jesus turned to them and said, 

“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your 

children. For the days are surely coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, 

and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.’ Then they will 

begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us’; and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ For if they 

do this when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 

Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with 

him. When they came to the place that is called The Skull (all stand), they crucified 

Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, 

“Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.” And they cast lots 

to divide his clothing. And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at 

him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his 

chosen one!” The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 

and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an 

inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, 

“Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, 

“Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And 

we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our 

deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me 

when you come into your kingdom.” He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be 

with me in Paradise.” 

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in 

the afternoon, while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in 

two. Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commend 

my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last. When the centurion saw what had 

taken place, he praised God and said, “Certainly this man was innocent.” And when 

all the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw what had taken place, 

they returned home, beating their breasts. But all his acquaintances, including the 

women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these 

things. 

When the Liturgy of the Palms has preceded, the Sermon and Creed may be omitted. 
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The Prayers of the People 

Jesus stretched out his arms of love and embraced human suffering, drawing the 

peoples of the world into his wounded heart, that they might share in his resurrection. 

With great devotion and gratitude, we lift our voices in prayer, responding, “O 

Christ, have mercy.”  

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the prayers 

+ For Christians throughout the world who are being imprisoned and persecuted for 

their belief in Christ, that faith may be their shield, courage a mantle upon their 

shoulders, and love a lantern to their footsteps; Lord, have mercy.  

O Christ, have mercy.  

+ That we may pass over from weapons of war to the armaments of peace: food, 

education, meaningful work, security, water, and health care; Lord, have mercy.  

O Christ, have mercy.  

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especially Hosam, 

the Archbishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem; Bartholomew, Patriarch of 

Constantinople; Francis, Bishop of Rome; Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Jeff and 

Laura, our Bishops; Fr. Geoffrey, our Rector, and all the members of St. John’s, that 

they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and 

rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments; Lord, have mercy. 

O Christ, have mercy.  

+ That we may confess the sovereignty of Christ, sharing his unique expression of 

love, and inviting the un-churched to join in the Paschal Feast; Lord, have mercy. 

O Christ, have mercy.  

+ That we may prepare ourselves to welcome into the community of faith those who 

will be baptized this Easter season, and to support and affirm those who will be 

confirmed, received, or who will reaffirm their faith; Lord, have mercy.  

O Christ, have mercy.  

+ For those who are suffering and for those who have departed this life in the 

fellowship of Jesus and his apostles, that they may reside in his eternal presence; 

Lord, have mercy.  

O Christ, have mercy.  

Lord, have mercy upon us who humbly put our trust in you, as we pause our prayers 

so that all present may add our own petitions and thanksgivings, either aloud in our 

midst or silently in our hearts.  

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
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O merciful Father, who hast taught us in thy holy Word that thou dost not 

willingly afflict or grieve the children of men: Look with pity upon the sorrows of 

thy servants for whom our prayers are offered. Remember them, O Lord, in thy 

mercy, nourish them with thy patience, comfort them with a sense of thy goodness, 

lift up thy countenance upon them, and give them peace; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen.  

Taizé Offering WLP # 827   (sung by all) 

 

 

 
Confession of Sin 

The Deacon or Celebrant says the following 

Ye who do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity 

with your neighbors, and intend to lead a new life, following the commandments of 

God, and walking from henceforth in his holy ways: Draw near with faith, and make 

your humble confession to Almighty God, devoutly kneeling. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People  
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Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, judge 

of all men: We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, which 

we from time to time most grievously have committed, by thought, word, and deed, 

against thy divine Majesty, provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation 

against us. We do earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 

the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, the burden of them is intolerable. 

Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; for thy Son our 

Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may ever 

hereafter serve and please thee in newness of life, to the honor and glory of thy 

Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says  

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised 

forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto 

him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 

strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

The Peace 
The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of God be always with you. 

People  And with thy spirit. 

The Holy Communion 

The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences of Scripture. 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, 

an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2 

Offertory Anthem Were You There?           Spiritual 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Celebrant faces the congregation and sings or says 

God be with you. 

People  And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 

People  It is meet and right so to do. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and 

in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who for our sins was lifted high upon the cross, that 

he might draw the whole world to himself; who by his suffering and death became 
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the author of eternal salvation for all who put their trust in him. Therefore with 

Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify 

thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 

Sanctus    Missa Frère Thibault    Orlando di Lasso (1532-1594) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of Hosts:  

Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.  

   Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.  

   Hosanna in the highest. 

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the Great Thanksgiving 

Then the Celebrant continues 

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and 

earth, and didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give 

thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the 

cross for our redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole 

world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual 

memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; 

and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel 

containing wine to be consecrated. 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my 

Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, 

which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye 

shall drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with 

these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath 

commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious 

death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming 

again with power and great glory. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word 

and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be 

unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ. 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise 

and thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our 
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souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy 

Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son 

Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we 

and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, 

and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord; 

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor 

and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Breaking of the Bread   
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

Fraction Anthem S # 153 

 

 

Agnus Dei    Missa Frère Thibault    Orlando di Lasso (1532-1594) 
  O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 
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The Prayer of Humble Access 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 

righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much 

as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose 

property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the 

flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore 

dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 

Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

All baptized Christians of all ages and denominations are welcome to receive 

Communion in this place. This is God’s house and the Lord’s table, not ours 

INSTRUCTIONS: Those wishing to receive Communion should come forward to the 

Altar rail as directed. Please speak with an Usher if you need to receive Communion in 

the pew. The consecrated host will be placed in the hands or upon the tongue of the 

recipient, as desired. If one wishes intinction, then either the chalice bearer or the 

communicant may take the host and dip it in the wine. Otherwise, communicants may 

sip from the chalice, assisting by taking hold of its base. If the communicant does not 

wish to receive the wine, one can simply cross their arms across their chest so to indicate. 

Gluten free wafers are available. Just ask at the altar rail if you wish one. 

Communion Hymn # 314 Humbly I Adore Thee, Verity Unseen 
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After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost 

feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body 

and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy 

favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the 

mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also 

heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O 

heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy 

fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all 

honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 

the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the 

blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, 

and remain with you always. Amen. 

Closing Hymn # 158 Ah, Holy Jesus, How Hast Thou Offended 
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Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Congregation departs in silence. 
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