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Welcome to St. John’s Church 

 

The Conversion of St Paul by Nicolas Bernard Lépicié, 1735-1784 

The Third Sunday of Easter 

May 4, 2025 

8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
78 Green Hill Road 

Washington, CT 06793 

Parish Office Telephone: (860) 868-2527 

Parish Office Hours: Wednesdays and Fridays, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

St. John’s Email: stjohnschurch@snet.net 

St. John’s Website: http://stjohnswashington.com/ 

St. John’s YouTube Page: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoOwTnqlRss4BT8VwFul4qg 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffineartamerica.com%2Ffeatured%2Fthe-conversion-of-st-paul-nicolas-bernard-lepicie.html&psig=AOvVaw2zJU2VJa4epPKo735o8xtL&ust=1745778886194000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBcQjhxqFwoTCNDPkLGr9owDFQAAAAAdAAAAABAn
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffineartamerica.com%2Ffeatured%2Fthe-conversion-of-st-paul-nicolas-bernard-lepicie.html&psig=AOvVaw2zJU2VJa4epPKo735o8xtL&ust=1745778886194000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBcQjhxqFwoTCNDPkLGr9owDFQAAAAAdAAAAABAn
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THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
Children’s activity bags are available on the bench by the Baptistry.  

Please return them after the Service.  

Choral Prelude    O Quam Gloriosum              William Byrd (c.1540-1623) 

Translation: O how glorious is the kingdom wherein all the Saints rejoice with Christ; arrayed in 

white robes they follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth, praising God and saying: Blessing 

and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving, honor and power and strength, to our God, for ever and 

ever. Amen. (Revelation 7:12) 

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell 

Opening Hymn # 182  Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing 
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The people standing, the Celebrant may say 

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ is risen! 

People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Gloria S# 278   Glory to God          Mathais 
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The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 

God be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

The Celebrant says the Collect. 

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the 

breaking of bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his 

redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

The Readings 

INTRODUCTION: In this reading from the story of the early church we hear how Paul is 

converted from being an enemy of the Christian way in order to become the great apostle to the 

non-Jewish peoples. 

A Reading from Acts (9:1-20) 

Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, 

went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so 
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that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring 

them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, 

suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a 

voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” He asked, “Who are 

you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up 

and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” The men who were 

traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. 

Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; 

so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. For three days he was 

without sight, and neither ate nor drank. Now there was a disciple in Damascus 

named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I 

am, Lord.” The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and 

at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is 

praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his 

hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” But Ananias answered, “Lord, I 

have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in 

Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke 

your name.” But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have 

chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; 

I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” So 

Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother 

Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that 

you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” And immediately 

something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up 

and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his strength. For several 

days he was with the disciples in Damascus, and immediately he began to proclaim 

Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 
The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 30   the congregation is invited to join in the Refrain 

 

1 I will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lifted me up * 

and have not let my enemies triumph over me. 
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2 O LORD my God, I cried out to you, * 

and you restored me to health. 

3 You brought me up, O LORD, from the dead; * 

you restored my life as I was going down to the grave. 

4 Sing to the LORD, you servants of his; * 

give thanks for the remembrance of his holiness. 

5 For his wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye, * 

his favor for a lifetime. 

6 Weeping may spend the night, * 

but joy comes in the morning. 

7 While I felt secure, I said, “I shall never be disturbed. * 

You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.” 

8 Then you hid your face, * 

and I was filled with fear. 

9 I cried to you, O LORD; * 

I pleaded with the Lord, saying, 

10 “What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the Pit? * 

will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness? 

11 Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me; * 

O LORD, be my helper.” 

12 You have turned my wailing into dancing; * 

you have put off my sack-cloth and clothed me with joy. 

13 Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; * 

O LORD my God, I will give you thanks for ever. 

INTRODUCTION: This reading presents a heavenly vision of the Lamb that was slain, a figure 

symbolic of Jesus. 

A Reading from the Book of Revelation (5:11-14) 

I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and 

the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and 

thousands of thousands, singing with full voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was 

slaughtered to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and 

glory and blessing!” Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under 

the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, singing, “To the one seated on the 

throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and 

ever!” And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and 

worshiped. 

 



7 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Hymn # 255 We Sing the Glorious Conquest 

 

 

 

 

Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 
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INTRODUCTION: Our gospel tells of another appearance by Jesus to his disciples – this time 

after their return to the Sea of Tiberias or Galilee. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

according to St. John (21:1-19) 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he 

showed himself in this way. Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called 

the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his 

disciples. Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will 

go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 

Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it 

was Jesus. Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered 

him, “No.” He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will 

find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there 

were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” 

When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was 

naked, and jumped into the sea. But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the 

net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off. 

When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. 

Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” So Simon Peter 

went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of 

them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come 

and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” 

because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, 

and did the same with the fish. This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the 

disciples after he was raised from the dead. When they had finished breakfast, Jesus 

said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said 

to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” A 

second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, 

“Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said 

to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he 

said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know 

everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. Very truly, 

I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go 

wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and 

someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to 

go.” (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After 

this he said to him, “Follow me.” 

After the Gospel, the Reader says 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
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People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon         The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Rector 

The Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God,  

begotten, not made,  

of one Being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven:  

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the Prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 

Mindful that May 5th is the National Day of Awareness and Action for Missing and 

Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls in North America (MMIW), and that in 

2016, our National Crime Information Center reported 5,712 missing Indigenous 

women and girls in this country, and that in 2024 our Diocesan Convention 

encouraged local parishes to recognize this as “Red Dress Day,” let us therefore 

offer up our prayers to the God and Father of us all. 

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the prayers 

For our Indigenous sisters, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, “I am the 

Resurrection and I am Life.”  

Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; draw near to us who wait for 

our Indigenous sisters, and all others who are missing, and dry the tears of all who 

weep. 

Hear us, O Lord, we pray 

Lord, guide the leaders of all the nations in the world in the ways of true justice 

and peace. 

Hear us, O Lord, we pray 

Lord, grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you. 

Hear us, O Lord, we pray 

Lord, you wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in all our sorrows, 

remembering especially the missing, the sick and suffering, and those who have 

none to care for them. 

Hear us, O Lord, we pray 

Lord, you promised paradise to the thief on the cross with you who repented; bring 

our Indigenous sisters home to their people, and failing that, bring them to the joys 

of heaven. 

Hear us, O Lord, we pray 

Lord, comfort us in our shared pain at the disappearance and death of our 

Indigenous sisters; let our faith be our consolation, and our hope for all those 

whom we have loved and lost. 

Hear us, O Lord, we pray 

Lord, you raised the dead to life; give our Indigenous sisters and all the faithful 

departed eternal life. 

Hear us, O Lord, we pray 

Keep us in your fold, Lord Jesus, as we pause to continue our prayers now, either 

silently in our hearts or aloud in our midst. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 



11 
 

Almighty and most merciful God, we remember before you all the poor and 

neglected persons whom it would be easy for us to forget: the homeless and the 

destitute, the old and the sick, and all who have gone missing. Help us to heal those 

who are broken in body or spirit, and to turn their sorrow into joy. Grant this, 

Father, for the love of your Son, who for our sake became poor, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen.  

The Peace 
The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of God be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

The Holy Communion 

The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences of Scripture. 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, 

an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2 

Offertory Anthem        These are They Which Follow the Lamb 

John Goss (1800-1880) 
Text: These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth. These were redeemed from 

among men, being the first-fruits unto God and to the Lamb. And in their mouth was found no 

guile, for they are without fault before the throne of God. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

God be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we 

bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken 

away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to 

life again he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our 

voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for 

ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the consecration prayer 
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Sanctus  Missa Credidi Propter     Orlando di Lasso (1532-1594) 

  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 

known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 

spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 

Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to 

be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, 

and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 

into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 

eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 

drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People  

We remember his death,  

We proclaim his resurrection,  

We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they 

may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 

sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 

under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Ever-

Blessed Virgin Mary, St. John, our Patron, and all your saints, we may enter the 

everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 

firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.  
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By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 

glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Breaking of the Bread S # 154 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

 

 

 

 

Agnus Dei  Missa Credidi Propter     Orlando di Lasso (1532-1594) 

Translation:  O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation. 
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The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 

Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

All baptized Christians of all ages and denominations are welcome to receive 

Communion in this place. This is God’s house and the Lord’s table, not ours 

INSTRUCTIONS: Those wishing to receive Communion should come forward to the Altar rail as 

directed. Please speak with an Usher if you need to receive Communion in the pew. The 

consecrated host will be placed in the hands or upon the tongue of the recipient, as desired. If 

one wishes intinction, then either the chalice bearer or the communicant may take the host and 

dip it in the wine. Otherwise, communicants may sip from the chalice, assisting by taking hold of 

its base. If the communicant does not wish to receive the wine, one can simply cross their arms 

across their chest so to indicate. 

Gluten free wafers are available. Just ask at the altar rail if you wish one. 

If you need to receive Communion in the pews, just let the ushers know. 

Communion Hymn # 321 My God, Thy Table Is Now Spread 
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The People may join in saying this prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual 

food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in 

peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness 

and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing 

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and 

the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 

you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

Closing Hymn # 495 Hail, Thou Once Despis’d Jesus 
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Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Organ Postlude  

 

Worship Ministers Today:  

The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman: Celebrant and Preacher 

Tom Brand: Organist & Choirmaster  

Jay Bauer: Reader at 8:00 a.m. 

Worth Bracken: Reader at 10:00 a.m. 

Rebecca Bent: Chalicer 

Fr. Geoff: Veejay (VJ) 

MB Witt, Susie Magee: Altar Guild 

Bob Futh, Natalie Dyer: Ushers 

Corinne Johnson, MB Witt: Coffee Hour Hostesses 

 

 

LAND 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  

In the spirit of healing, as we are 

gathered here today, we would like to 

acknowledge that the Town of 

Washington exists on the ancestral 

homelands of the Weantinock and 

Pootatuck people and their descendants, 

who are now the Schaghticoke. 

This statement recognizes and respects the indigenous peoples who have 

been living and working on this land since time immemorial. It is important that 

we express our gratitude and appreciation by understanding the long history that 

has brought us to this land and seek to understand our place in that history. 

Truthful acknowledgement of our past is crucial to building mutual respect, 

connecting us once again regardless of barriers of heritage and difference. 


