Welcome to St. John’s Church

“Elijah in the Desert,” Daniele da Volterra, 1650-1660

The Second Sunday after Pentecost:

June 22, 2025
8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
78 Green Hill Road
Washington, CT 06793

Parish Office Telephone: (860) 868-2527
Parish Office Hours: Wednesdays and Fridays, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
St. John’s Email: stjohnschurch@snet.net
St. John’s Website: http://stjohnswashington.com/

St. John’s YouTube Page:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoOwTnqlRss4 BT8 VwFuld4qge
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MORNING PRAYER

Prelude

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell

Opening Hymn # 372 Praise to the Living God!
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1 Praise to the liv - ing God! All  prais -ed be his Name
2 Form - less, all love - ly forms de - clare his love - li - ness;
3 His Spi - rit  flow - eth free, high surg - ing where it will:
4 E - ter - nal life hath he im - plant-ed in the soul;
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who was, and is, and is to be for ay the same,
ho - ly, mno ho -1l - ness of carth can his ex -  press.
in pro-phet’s word he  spoke  of old: he  speak-eth still.
his love shall be our strength and stay while a - ges roll.
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The one e - ter-nal God ere aught that now ap - pears:
Lo, he is Lord of all.  Cre - a - tion speaks his  praise,
Es - tab-lished is his law, and change - less it shall stand,
Praise to the liv-ing God! Al prais - ed  be his  Name
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the first, the last, be - yond all thought his time - less years!
and ev - ery-where a - bove, be - low, his will o beys.
deep writ up - on the hu - man heart, on sea, on land.
who was, and is, and is  to be, fo:'_ ay the same.
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The Invitatory and Psalter

Officiant O Lord, open our lips.
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Canticle: The Venite Psalm 95:1-7 Duke Street
(sung together in unison)

Come, let us sing to God on high,
The Rock of our salvation praise;
Come with thanksgiving to his courts
And joyful psalms before him raise.

For God is Lord above all gods,

The heights and depths are in his hand;
He made the sea and it is his,

His hands have molded the dry land.

Let us bow down and worship him
Who is our maker and our Lord;
We are his people and his sheep;
Today, then, hearken to his Word.

Psalm # 42

the congregation is invited to join in reciting the Psalm in unison

1 As the deer longs for the water-brooks, *
so longs my soul for you, O God.

2 My soul is athirst for God, athirst for the living God; *
when shall I come to appear before the presence of God?

3 My tears have been my food day and night, *
while all day long they say to me,
“Where now is your God?”

4 I pour out my soul when I think on these things: *
how I went with the multitude and led them into the house of God,

5 With the voice of praise and thanksgiving, *
among those who keep holy-day.



6 Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul? *
and why are you so disquieted within me?

7 Put your trust in God; *
for I will yet give thanks to him,
who is the help of my countenance, and my God.

8 My soul is heavy within me; *
therefore I will remember you from the land of Jordan,
and from the peak of Mizar among the heights of Hermon.

9 One deep calls to another in the noise of your cataracts; *
all your rapids and floods have gone over me.

10 The Lord grants his loving-kindness in the daytime; *
in the night season his song is with me, a prayer to the God of my life.

11 I will say to the God of my strength, “Why have you forgotten me? *
and why do I go so heavily while the enemy oppresses me?”’

12 While my bones are being broken, *
my enemies mock me to my face;

13 All day long they mock me *
and say to me, “Where now is your God?”

14 Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul? *
and why are you so disquieted within me?

15 Put your trust in God; *
for I will yet give thanks to him,
who is the help of my countenance, and my God.

The Readings
INTRODUCTION: In our Old Testament reading we hear how the prophet Elijah is sustained in the
wilderness by an angel.
A Reading from the First Book of Kings: (19:1-15a)

Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the prophets
with the sword. Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “So may the gods do to
me, and more also, if I do not make your life like the life of one of them by this time
tomorrow.” Then he was afraid; he got up and fled for his life, and came to Beer-sheba,
which belongs to Judah; he left his servant there.

But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down
under a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die: “It is enough; now, O Lord, take
away my life, for I am no better than my ancestors.” Then he lay down under the broom
tree and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him, “Get up and eat.” He
looked, and there at his head was a cake baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate



and drank, and lay down again. The angel of the Lord came a second time, touched him,
and said, “Get up and eat, otherwise the journey will be too much for you.” He got up,
and ate and drank; then he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to
Horeb the mount of God. At that place he came to a cave, and spent the night there.

Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here,
Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets
with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”

He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about
to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and
breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the
wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a
fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When
Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance
of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites
have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the
sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” Then the Lord said
to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus.”

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Hymn # 391 Before the Lord’s Eternal Throne Jubilate
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2 sheep we strayed, he saved wus from the power of death.
3 shall we rear, al - might -y Ma - ker, 1o thy Namer
4 thou - sand tongues, shall fill  thy courts with sound - ing praise.
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INTRODUCTION: In this reading Paul espouses radical equality in the Christian Church.
A Reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Galatians: (3:23-29

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith
would be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we
might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a
disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. As many of
you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer
Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all
of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's
offspring, heirs according to the promise.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Hymn # 388 O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!
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1 0O wor - ship  the King, all glo - rious a - bove!
2 0 tell  of  his might! O sing  of his grace!
3 The earth, with s store of won - ders un - told,
4 Thy boun - ti - ful care, what tongue can re - citer?
5 Frail chil - dren  of dust, and fee - ble as frail,
m:J . @ 1 ul é I - J J I A
o s — I IP - = I
' |

. ® :

>
"4



ho4 ! !
i ! 1 1 1 1 1 1 —— — 1
== — ==
) [ ] [
= 1 i i
1 O grate - ful - ly sing his power and his love!
2 Whose robe s the light, whose can - o - py space.
3 Al - might -y, thy power  hath found - ed ol old,
-+ It breathes in the air; it shines in lhe: light:
5 in thee do we trust, nor find thee fail;
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I Our shield and de - fend -er, the An - cient of Days,
2 His char - iots  of wrath the deep thun - der-clouds  form,
3 hath stab - lished it fast by a change - less de - cree,
4 it streams from  the hills, it de - scends to the plain,
5 thy mer - cies, how ten - der! how firm to  the end!
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I pa - vil - ioned in splen-dor, and  gird - ed with praise.

2 and dark s his path on the wings of the storm,
3 and round it hath cast, like a man - tle, the sea.

4 and sweet - ly dis - tills  in  the dew and  the rain.

5 Our Ma - ker, De - fend - er., Re - deem-er, and Friend!
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INTRODUCTION: Our third Reading is the story of Jesus healing the man possessed and living among
the tombs of the Gerasenes.

A Reading from the Gospel of St. Luke. (8:26-39)

Jesus and his disciples arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite
Galilee. As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons met him. For a
long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the tombs. When
he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top of his voice, “What have
you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me” --
for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it
had seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he
would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the wilds.) Jesus then asked him,
“What is your name?” He said, “Legion”; for many demons had entered him. They
begged him not to order them to go back into the abyss.



Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons
begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. Then the demons came
out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the
lake and was drowned.

When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city
and in the country. Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they came
to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus,
clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. Those who had seen it told them how
the one who had been possessed by demons had been healed. Then all the people of the
surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were seized
with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. The man from whom the demons
had gone begged that he might be with him; but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to
your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming
throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
The Sermon Laura Daly, Lay Preacher

The Apostles’ Creed
Officiant and People together, all standing

1 believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
1 believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Officiant ~ The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Officiant  Let us pray.
Officiant and People



Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Suffrages

V. Help us, O God our Savior;

R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins.

V. Look upon your congregation;

R. Give to your people the blessing of peace.

V. Declare your glory among the nations;

R. And your wonders among all peoples.

V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;
R. Never forget the lives of your poor.

V. Continue your loving kindness to those who know you;
R. And your favor to those who are true of heart.

V. Satisfy us by your kindness in the morning;

R. S0 we shall rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

The Collect of the Day

O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy Name, for you
never fail to help and govern those whom you have set upon the sure foundation of your
loving-kindness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.. Amen.

A Collect for Sunday

O God, who makest us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious
resurrection of thy Son our Lord: Grant us this day such blessing through our worship of
thee, that the days to come may be spent in thy favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

A Prayer for Mission

Lord Jesus Christ, who didst stretch out thine arms of love on the hard wood of the
cross that everyone might come within the reach of thy saving embrace: So clothe us in



thy Spirit that we, reaching forth our own hands in love, may bring those who do not

know thee to the knowledge and love thee: for the honor of thy Name. Amen.

Offertory Hymn # 380 From All That Dwell Below the Skies
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Officiant: Let us continue our prayers, pausing now so that all may add their own prayers

or petitions, either silently in their hearts or aloud in our midst.

The General Thanksgiving

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we thine unworthy servants
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all men.
We bless thee for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for thine inestimable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.




And, we beseech thee,

give us that due sense of all thy mercies,

that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;
and that we show forth thy praise,

not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to thy service,

and by walking before thee

in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with thee and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, world without end. Amen.\

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication unto thee; and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son that
when two or three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the midst of them:
Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be best for us;
granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.
Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Closing Hymn # 411 O Bless the Lord, My Soul!
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6 Then bless his holy Name,
whose grace hath made thee whole,
whose loving-kindness crowns thy days:
O bless the Lord, my soul!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14

Postlude

Worship Ministers Today:
Jon Lafleur: Organist
Jay Bauer: 8:00 Lay Worship Leader
Ann Hodgman: 70:00 Lay Worship Leader
Laura Daly: Lay Preacher
John Magee: 8:00 Reader
Sara Coles: 10:00 Reader
Laura Daly: Veejay (V.J)
Sara Coles, MB Witt: Altar Guild
Karen Saxe: Coffee Hour

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH VESTRY
Mary Davis, Worth Bracken: Wardens
David Gillespie: Treasurer
Andris Kalnins: Assistant Treasurer
Karen Saxe: Clerk
Class of 2025
MB Witt, Sara Coles, Andris Kalnins
Class of 2026
Laura Daly, Veronique Dulack, Robert Reynolds
Class of 2027
Rebecca Bent, Michael Del Nin, Susan McFeely
Diocesan Delegates: Sara Coles, MB Witt; Alternate: Laura Daly




