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Welcome to St. John’s Church 

 

“The Unjust Judge and the Inopportune Widow” by 1864, Sir John Everett Millais 

The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

October 19, 2025 

8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 
 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
78 Green Hill Road 

Washington, CT 06793 

Parish Office Telephone: (860) 868-2527 

Parish Office Hours: Wednesdays and Fridays, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

St. John’s Email: stjohnschurch@snet.net 

St. John’s Website: http://stjohnswashington.com/ 

St. John’s YouTube Page: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoOwTnqlRss4BT8VwFul4qg 

https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/sir-john-everett-millais-bt-379
mailto:stjohnschurch@snet.net
http://stjohnswashington.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoOwTnqlRss4BT8VwFul4qg
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THE HOLY EUCHARIST AND HOLY BAPTISM 

Choral Prelude            O Lord, God of Hosts              Thomas Tomkins (1572-1656) 

O Lord God of hosts, who is like unto thee: thy truth, most mighty Lord, is on every side.  Ps 89:9 

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell 

Opening Hymn # 530  Spread, O Spread, Thou Mighty Word 

 

 
The people standing, the Celebrant may say 

Celebrant  Blessed be our God. 

People  For ever and ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant then continues 

  There is one Body and one Spirit; 

People  There is one hope in God’s call to us; 

Celebrant One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 

People  One God and Father of all. 

The Collect of the Day 
The Celebrant says to the people 

God be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

The Celebrant says the Collect. 
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Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory 

among the nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout 

the world may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Readings 
INTRODUCTION: In our Hebrew scripture reading the prophet Jeremiah foresees a new 

covenant from God written on human hearts. 

A Reading from Jeremiah (31:27-34) 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will sow the house of 

Israel and the house of Judah with the seed of humans and the seed of animals. 

And just as I have watched over them to pluck up and break down, to overthrow, 

destroy, and bring evil, so I will watch over them to build and to plant, says the 

Lord. In those days they shall no longer say: “The parents have eaten sour grapes, 

and the children’s teeth are set on edge.” But all shall die for their own sins; the 

teeth of everyone who eats sour grapes shall be set on edge. The days are surely 

coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 

and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 

ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt-- a 

covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the 

covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I 

will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their 

God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to 

each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to 

the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin 

no more. 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 119:97-104        the congregation is invited to join in the Refrain 

 

97 Oh, how I love your law! * 

   all the day long it is in my mind. 
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98 Your commandment has made me wiser than my enemies, * 

   and it is always with me. 

99 I have more understanding than all my teachers, * 

   for your decrees are my study. 

100 I am wiser than the elders, * 

   because I observe your commandments. 

101 I restrain my feet from every evil way, * 

   that I may keep your word. 

102 I do not shrink from your judgments, * 

   because you yourself have taught me. 

103 How sweet are your words to my taste! * 

   they are sweeter than honey to my mouth. 

104 Through your commandments I gain understanding; * 

   therefore I hate every lying way. 

INTRODUCTION: In this reading Paul exhorts Timothy to continue calmly and diligently with 

his ministry, teaching from the scriptures and preaching the word of God.  

A Reading from 2 Timothy (3:14-4:5) 

As for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing 

from whom you learned it, and how from childhood you have known the sacred 

writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All 

scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 

and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be 

proficient, equipped for every good work. In the presence of God and of Christ 

Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his 

kingdom, I solemnly urge you: proclaim the message; be persistent whether the 

time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost 

patience in teaching. For the time is coming when people will not put up with 

sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves 

teachers to suit their own desires, and will turn away from listening to the truth and 

wander away to myths. As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work 

of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Hymn # 711   Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God 

 
Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

INTRODUCTION: In our gospel reading this morning, Jesus tells a comic parable about a judge 

who was so pestered by a woman that he finally gave in to her pleas. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

according to St. Luke (18:1-18) 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
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Jesus told his disciples a parable about their need to pray always and not to 

lose heart. He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor 

had respect for people. In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and 

saying, `Grant me justice against my opponent.’ For a while he refused; but later 

he said to himself, `Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, yet 

because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may 

not wear me out by continually coming.’” And the Lord said, “Listen to what the 

unjust judge says. And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to 

him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? I tell you, he will quickly 

grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on 

earth?” 

After the Gospel, the Reader says 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon         The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Rector 

The Presentation and Examination of the Candidate 
The Celebrant says 

The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be present. 

Parents   I present Lawson to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 

Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the 

Christian faith and life?  

Parents and Godparents  

I will, with God’s help.  

Celebrant  

Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of 

Christ?  

Parents and Godparents  

I will, with God’s help.  

Then the Celebrant asks the parents and godparents who speak on behalf of infants and younger 

children  

Question  Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that 

rebel against God?  

Answer  I renounce them.  

Question  Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and  

destroy the creatures of God?  

Answer  I renounce them.  

Question  Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of  

God? 
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Answer  I renounce them.  

Question  Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?  

Answer  I do.  

Question  Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?  

Answer  I do.  

Question  Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?  

Answer  I do 

After all have been presented, the Celebrant addresses the congregation, saying 

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support this child in their 

life in Christ? 

People  We will. 

Celebrant  Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and 

renew our own baptismal covenant.  

Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Father?  

People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

Celebrant  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  

People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again.  

He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  

People  I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. 

Celebrant  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the 

breaking of bread, and in the prayers?  

People  I will, with God’s help.  

Celebrant  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, 
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repent and return to the Lord?  

People  I will, with God’s help.  

Celebrant  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in 

Christ?  

People  I will, with God’s help.  

Celebrant  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 

yourself?  

People  I will, with God’s help.  

Celebrant  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the  

dignity of the Earth and of every human being?  

People  I will, with God’s help.  

Celebrant  Will you cherish the wondrous works of God, protect and restore the  

beauty and integrity of all creation?” 

People  I will, with God’s help.  

The Celebrant concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows  

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new 

birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, 

keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

Prayers for the Candidate 

The Celebrant then says to the congregation  

Let us now pray for this child who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 

A Person or persons appointed lead the following petitions  

Leader   Deliver Lawson, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.  

People  Lord, hear our prayer.  

Leader  Open his heart to your grace and truth.  

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  Fill him with your holy and life-giving Spirit.  

People  Lord, hear our prayer.  

Leader  Keep him in the faith and communion of your holy Church.  

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  Teach him to love others in the power of the Spirit.  

People  Lord, hear our prayer.  

Leader  Send him into the world in witness to your love.  

People  Lord, hear our prayer.  

Leader  Bring him to the fullness of your peace and glory.  

People  Lord, hear our prayer.  
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The Celebrant says  

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your 

Son may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in 

glory; who lives and reigns now and for ever. Amen. 

Thanksgiving over the Water 
The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying 

God be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved 

in the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their 

bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the 

baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to 

lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into 

everlasting life.  

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in 

his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy 

Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship 

those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water  

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those 

who here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen 

life of Jesus Christ our Savior.  

To God, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

The Baptism 
The candidate is presented by name to the Celebrant, who then pours water upon the candidate, 

saying 

Lawson, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 

When this action has been completed for the candidate, the Priest, at a place in full sight of the 

congregation, prays over him, saying  

Let us pray.  

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have 

bestowed upon this your servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised him to the 

new life of grace. Sustain him, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give Lawson an 
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inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to 

know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen. 

Then the Priest places a hand on the person’s head, marking on the forehead the sign of the 

cross and saying to each one  

Lawson, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own 

for ever. Amen.  

After the Baptism, a candle lighted from the Pascal Candle may be given to the newly baptized 

or to a godparent, the priest saying 

May the Light of Christ always guide your path through life. 

When all have been baptized, the Celebrant says  

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

Celebrant and People  

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, 

proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 

The Peace 
The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace God be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

The Holy Communion 

The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences of Scripture. 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, 

an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2 

Offertory Anthem    Take Me to the Water    Spiritual 

Take me to the water to be baptized. 

Glory, hallelujah, to be baptized. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

God be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in Jesus 

Christ our Lord you have received us as your sons and daughters, made us citizens 
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of your kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth. Therefore 

we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 

Name: 

Sanctus    Communion Service in E-flat       John Churchill Sibley (1858-1938) 

  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the consecration prayer 

Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 

known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 

spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 

Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to 

be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, 

and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 

into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 

eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 

drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Celebrant and People  
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And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they 

may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 

sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 

under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Ever-

Blessed Virgin Mary, St. John, our Patron, and all your saints, we may enter the 

everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 

firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.  

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 

glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Breaking of the Bread S # 154 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

A period of silence is kept. Then may be sung or said 
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Agnus Dei       Communion Service in E-flat      John Churchill Sibley (1858-1938) 

  O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 

Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

All baptized Christians of all ages and denominations are welcome to receive 

Communion in this place. This is God’s house and the Lord’s table, not ours 

INSTRUCTIONS: Those wishing to receive Communion should come forward to the 

Altar rail as directed. Please speak with an Usher if you need to receive Communion in 

the pew. The consecrated host will be placed in the hands or upon the tongue of the 

recipient, as desired. If one wishes intinction, then either the chalice bearer or the 

communicant may take the host and dip it in the wine. Otherwise, communicants may sip 

from the chalice, assisting by taking hold of its base. If the communicant does not wish to 

receive the wine, one can simply cross their arms across their chest so to indicate. 

Gluten free wafers are available. Just ask at the altar rail if you wish one. 

If you need to receive Communion in the pews, just let the ushers know. 

For online worshippers, and for those who for other reasons choose not to receive 

Communion, here is a Prayer for Spiritual Communion: 

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the 

Holy Eucharist is celebrated, we desire to offer our praise and thanksgiving. We 

present to you our souls and bodies with the earnest desire that we may always be 

united to you. And since we are not now receiving you physically, we ask you to 

come into our hearts spiritually. We embrace you with all the affections of our 

souls, confident that nothing can ever separate us from the love God, in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
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Communion Hymn # 316 This is the Hour of Banquet and of Song 

 

 

 

 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

The People may join in saying this prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual 

food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in 

peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness 

and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing 

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and 

the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 

you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
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Closing Hymn # 372  Praise to the Living God! 

 

 

 

 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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Worship Ministers Today:  

The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman: Celebrant  

Tom Brand: Organist & Choirmaster  

John Magee: 8:00 am Reader 

Penny Bardel: 10:00 am Reader 

Rebecca Bent: Chalicer 

Fr. Geoff: VeeJay 

MB Witt, Sara Coles: Altar Guild 

Natalie Dyer, Wheeler Gum: Ushers/Greeters 

Corinne Johnson & MB Witt: Coffee Hour Hosts 

 

Sunday, October 19th 

4:00 p.m. 

featuring the St. John’s Choir 

All are welcome to join us! 


