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MORNING PRAYER 

Choral Prelude               Tollite Portas            William Byrd (1540-1623) 

Translation: Lift up your gates ye princes, and be ye lifted up, O eternal gates: and the King of 

glory shall enter in. Who shall ascend into the mount of our Lord? or who shall stand in his holy 

place? The innocent of hands, and of clean heart. Alleluia, alleluia. 

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell 

Opening Hymn # 64  O Heavenly Word, Eternal Light 

 
The Invitatory and Psalter 

Officiant  Lord, open our lips. 

People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

 

 

 



 

 

Venite S # 4  The congregation is invited to join in the chant         Monk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The congregation may wish to be seated for the Psalm. 

Psalm 122       The congregation is invited to join in the Refrain. 

 

1 I was glad when they said to me, * 

“Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 

2 Now our feet are standing * 

within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

3 Jerusalem is built as a city * 

that is at unity with itself; 

4 To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, * 

the assembly of Israel, to praise the Name of the LORD. 

5 For there are the thrones of judgment, * 

the thrones of the house of David. 

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: * 

“May they prosper who love you. 

7 Peace be within your walls * 

and quietness within your towers. 

8 For my brethren and companions' sake, * 

I pray for your prosperity. 

9 Because of the house of the LORD our God, * 

I will seek to do you good.” 

INTRODUCTION: In our reading from the Hebrew Bible the prophet Isaiah sets forth a majestic 

vision of a time when people throughout the world will worship the Lord and live in peace with 

one another. 

A Reading from the prophet Isaiah (2:1-5) 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

In days to come 

the mountain of the LORD’s house 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

and shall be raised above the hills; 

all the nations shall stream to it. 

Many peoples shall come and say, 



 

 

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

to the house of the God of Jacob; 

that he may teach us his ways 

and that we may walk in his paths.’ 

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 

and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

He shall judge between the nations, 

and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 

and their spears into pruning-hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

neither shall they learn war any more. 

O house of Jacob, 

come, let us walk 

in the light of the LORD! 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Canticle    Jubilate Deo       John Blow (1649-1708) 

Text:   O be joyful in the Lord all ye lands; *  

serve the Lord with gladness 

and come before his presence with a song.  

Be ye sure that the Lord he is God; 

it is he that hath made us and not we ourselves; *  

we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.  

O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving 

and into his courts with praise; *  

be thankful unto him and speak good of his Name.  

For the Lord is gracious;  

his mercy is everlasting; *  

and his truth endureth from generation to generation. 

INTRODUCTION: In this reading Paul urges a way of life in full awareness of the nearness of 

salvation. 

A Reading from Romans (13:11-14) 

You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 

sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night 

is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on 

the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and 

drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 



 

 

Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 

gratify its desires. 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Hymn # 397  Now Thank We All Our God 

 

 

 

 



 

 

INTRODUCTION: In our gospel reading Jesus tells his disciples of the need for readiness 

because the Son of Man will come at a day and hour which no one knows. 

A Reading from the Gospel of St. Matthew (24:36-44) 

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, 

neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of 

Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before 

the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the 

day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept 

them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in 

the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal 

together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do 

not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of 

the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have 

stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also 

must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

The Sermon         Worth Bracken, Lay Preacher 

The Apostles’ Creed 

Officiant and People together, all standing  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

   creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 

Mary. 

   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

   He descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again.  

   He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

   He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy catholic Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 

Officiant  God be with you. 

People  And also with you.  



 

 

Officiant  Let us pray. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Suffrages 

V. Help us, O God our Savior;  

R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins.  

V. Look upon your congregation;  

R. Give to your people the blessing of peace.  

V. Declare your glory among the nations; 

R. And your wonders among all peoples.  

V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;  

R. Never forget the lives of your poor.  

V. Continue your loving kindness to those who know you;  

R. And your favor to those who are true of heart.  

V. Satisfy us by your kindness in the morning;  

R. So we shall rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.  

The Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on 

the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus 

Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come 

again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to 

the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 



 

 

A Collect for Sunday 

O God, who makest us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious 

resurrection of thy Son our Lord: Grant us this day such blessing through our 

worship of thee, that the days to come may be spent in thy favor; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission 

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent 

your blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are 

near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the 

nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of 

your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Announcements 

Ministry Minute: Laura Daly, Clerk of the Vestry 

Offertory Anthem  Drop Down, Ye Heavens, From Above 

George Alexander Macfarren 

Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness: let the earth 

open, and let them bring forth salvation. Amen. 

Officiant: Let us continue our prayers, pausing now so that all may add their own 

prayers or petitions, either silently in their hearts or aloud in our midst.  

The General Thanksgiving 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,  

we thine unworthy servants  

do give thee most humble and hearty thanks  

for all thy goodness and loving-kindness  

to us and to all men.  

We bless thee for our creation, preservation,  

and all the blessings of this life;  

but above all for thine inestimable love  

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  

And, we beseech thee, 

give us that due sense of all thy mercies,  

that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 

and that we show forth thy praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives,  

by giving up our selves to thy service,  

and by walking before thee  

in holiness and righteousness all our days;  



 

 

through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

to whom, with thee and the Holy Spirit,  

be honor and glory, world without end. Amen.\ 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make 

our common supplication unto thee; and hast promised through thy well-beloved 

Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the 

midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may 

be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the age to 

come life everlasting. Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

Closing Hymn # 66    Come, though long expected Jesus 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.   2 Corinthians 13:14 

Postlude 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Worship Ministers Today:  

Tom Hollinger: 8:00 Lay Worship Leader 

Sara Coles: 10:00 Lay Worship Leader 

Worth Bracken: Lay Preacher 

Tom Brand: Organist & Choirmaster 

Jay Bauer: 8:00 Reader 

Karen Saxe: 10:00 Reader  

Laura Daly: Veejay (VJ) 

MB Witt, Sara Coles: Altar Guild 

Karen Saxe, Sara Coles: Coffee Hour 

Natalie Dyer, Karen Saxe: Ushers 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
TRADITIONAL NINE 

LESSONS AND 

CAROLS 
 

SUNDAY 

December 21, 2025 

4:00 p.m. 
 

All are welcome! 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
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Washington, CT 06793 
 


