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THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
The Liturgy of the Word of God  

and Celebration of the Holy Communion 

Choral Prelude Fruit homo missus a Deo  Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina 

(c. 1525-1594) 
Translation: There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. This man came as a 

witness, to give testimony about the light, and to prepare for the Lord a perfect people. 

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell 

Opening Hymn # 640 Watchman, Tell Us of the Night 

 

 

 



 

 
Celebrant  Blessed are you, holy and living One. 

People  You come to your people and set them free. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Trisagion S # 102 

 

 



Kyrie       Contrafact Communion Service        Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) 
  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  Christ, have mercy upon us. 

  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

The Collect of the Day 

God be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, 

because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy 

speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and 

the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Readings 
INTRODUCTION: In the reading from the Hebrew Bible the prophet envisions a time of 

abundance and healing for Israel. 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah (35:1-10) 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 

the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 

and rejoice with joy and singing. 
 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the LORD, 

the majesty of our God. 
 

Strengthen the weak hands, 

and make firm the feeble knees. 

Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

"Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God. 

He will come with vengeance, 

with terrible recompense. 

He will come and save you." 
 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

and streams in the desert; 



the burning sand shall become a pool, 

and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 

the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 

A highway shall be there, 

and it shall be called the Holy Way; 

the unclean shall not travel on it, 

but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 

No lion shall be there, 

nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

they shall not be found there, 

but the redeemed shall walk there. 

And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 

and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 146:4-9   the congregation is invited to join in the Refrain. 

 
4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! * 

whose hope is in the LORD their God; 
 

5 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; * 

who keeps his promise for ever; 
 

6 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, * 

and food to those who hunger. 
 

7 The LORD sets the prisoners free; 

the LORD opens the eyes of the blind; * 

the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
 

8 The LORD loves the righteous; 

the LORD cares for the stranger; * 



he sustains the orphan and widow, 

but frustrates the way of the wicked. 

9 The LORD shall reign for ever, * 

your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. 

Hallelujah! 

INTRODUCTION: This reading is an exhortation to patient expectation in preparation for the 

coming of the Lord. 

A Reading from James (5:7-10) 

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer 

waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the 

early and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the 

coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that 

you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of 

suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the 

Lord. 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Hymn # 76 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

 

 



 
INTRODUCTION: In our gospel passage Jesus responds to a question from John the Baptist 

about his mission and then describes John’s ministry. 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ  

according to St. Matthew (11:2-11) 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 

disciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 

another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind 

receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead 

are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone 

who takes no offense at me.” 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What 

did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What 

then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear 

soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I 

tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way 

before you.’ 

“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than 

John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

After the Gospel, the Reader says 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon         The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Rector 

The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God,  

    the Father, the Almighty,  

    maker of heaven and earth,  



    of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

    the only Son of God,  

    eternally begotten of the Father,  

    God from God, Light from Light,  

    true God from true God,  

    begotten, not made,  

    of one Being with the Father; 

    through him all things were made.  

    For us and for our salvation  

        he came down from heaven,  

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

        and became truly human.  

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

        he suffered death and was buried.  

         the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures;  

        he ascended into heaven  

             is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

        and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father,  

    who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

    who has spoken through the prophets.  

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

    We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

        and the life of the world to come. Amen 

The Prayers of the People 

Be strong, do not fear! Our God is coming. Confident that our waiting is not in 

vain, let us offer our prayers as we respond, “O come, O come, Emmanuel.” 

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the prayers 

+ O come Emmanuel, free us from the bondage of our sins, our pride and 

hypocrisy, our greed and self-serving interests, that we may know your redeeming 

love and reveal its liberating joy; let us pray. 

O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

 



 

+ O Wisdom from on high, show us the path of the Holy Way, and set our feet 

upon its joy; let us pray. 

O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
 

+ O Lord of Might, who gives sight to the blind and opens the ears of those who 

cannot hear, who heals the sick, raises the dead, and brings good news to the poor, 

give us a share of your power that we may do the works you do; let us pray. 

O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
 

+ O Branch of Jesse’s tree, we give thanks for our spiritual ancestors, by whose 

faith the lamp of truth illumines the disciples of every age; let us pray. 

O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
 

+ O Key of David, unlock the doors of oppression and violence that imprison 

humankind, and set free those living in the bondage of slavery, the victims of 

abusive relationships, and those chained by poverty; let us pray. 

O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
 

+ O Dayspring from on high, may the dawn overcome every darkness, as your 

messengers plant the barren land with the seeds of hope; let us pray. 

O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
 

+ O Desire of Nations, free us from the division that separates nations and peoples, 

and fill the leaders of the world with a passion for peace; let us pray. 

O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
 

+ O Come, Emmanuel, lift up those who are lowly, and raise from the dead those 

who have fallen asleep; let us pray. 

O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
 

May we continue to proclaim our trust in the Lord’s constant watch, as we add to 

these prayers and petitions either silently in our hearts or aloud in our midst. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Almighty God our heavenly Father, guide the nations of the world into the 

ways of justice and truth, and establish among them that peace which is the fruit of 

righteousness, that we may become the kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the confession 

God of all mercy,  

we confess that we have sinned against you,  



opposing your will in our lives.  

We have denied your goodness in each other,  

   in ourselves, and in the world you have created.  

We repent of the evil that enslaves us,  

   the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.  

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ,  

that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

The Priest, stands and says  

May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all 

your sins, but also time for true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and 

consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Peace 

The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of God be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

The Holy Communion 
The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences of Scripture. 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,  

an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2.  

Offertory  Come with Rejoicing!       Tom Brand 
Text: .O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. Come 

with Rejoicing, Hallelu, Hallelujah! Let us all rejoice, Hallelu! 

The Great Thanksgiving 

God be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord God. 

People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, because you sent 

your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of 

everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge 

the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 



Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 

all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 

your Name: 

Sanctus Missa Super Dixit Maria          Hans Leo Hassler (c. 1564-1612) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

   Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  

   Hosanna in the highest. 

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the consecration prayer 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 

when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 

mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 

live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He 

stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your 

will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me.”.  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 

drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

Christ has died.  

Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again.  

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 

and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 

these gifts.  

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 

your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 

also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 

constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy 

of your eternal kingdom.  



All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 

and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  

Fraction Anthem S # 153 Christ Our Passover            Willan 

 

 
Agnus Dei Missa Super Dixit Maria          Hans Leo Hassler (c. 1564-1612) 

  O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 

Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

All baptized Christians of all ages and denominations are welcome to receive 

Communion in this place. This is God’s house and the Lord’s table, not ours 

INSTRUCTIONS: Those wishing to receive Communion should come forward to the Altar 

rail as directed. Please speak with an Usher if you need to receive Communion in the pew. 

The consecrated host will be placed in the hands or upon the tongue of the recipient, as 



desired. If one wishes intinction, then either the chalice bearer or the communicant may 

take the host and dip it in the wine. Otherwise, communicants may sip from the chalice, 

assisting by taking hold of its base. If the communicant does not wish to receive the wine, 

one can simply cross their arms across their chest after receiving the bread so to indicate. 

Communion Hymn # 311 O Saving Victim, Opening Wide 

 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God,  

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  

of the most precious Body and Blood  

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;  

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries  

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  

and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  

And now, Father, send us out  

to do the work you have given us to do,  

to love and serve you  

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,  

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing 



May the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, and of Jesus Christ 

born of our sister Mary, and of the Holy Spirit, who broods over the world as a 

mother over her children, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 

Closing Hymn # 65 Prepare the Way, O Zion 

 

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude   

 

Worship Ministers Today:  

The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman: Celebrant & Preacher 

Tom Brand: Organist & Choirmaster  

John Magee: 8:00 Reader 

Penny Bardel: 10:00 Reader 

MB Witt: Chalicer 

Laura Daly: VeeJay 

MB Witt, Virginia Reynolds: Altar Guild 

Natalie Dyer, Karen Saxe: Ushers/Greeters 

MB Witt & Corinne Johnson: Coffee Hour 



ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Staff 

The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Rector 

Tom Brand, Organist & Choirmaster 

Dawn Rosiello, Parish Administrator 

Joan Burgess, Foundation Administrator 

Vestry 

Mary Davis, Worth Bracken: Wardens 

David Gillespie: Treasurer 

Andris Kalnins: Assistant Treasurer 

Karen Saxe: Clerk 

Class of 2025 

MB Witt, Sara Coles, Andris Kalnins 

Class of 2026 

Laura Daly, Veronique Dulack, Robert Reynolds 

Class of 2027 

Rebecca Bent, Michael Del Nin, Susan McFeely 

Diocesan Delegates: Sara Coles, MB Witt 

Alternate: Laura Daly 

 

 

TRADITIONAL NINE 
LESSONS AND CAROLS 

  

SUNDAY 
December 21, 2025 

4:00 p.m. 

  

All are welcome! 

  



A BABY SHOWER FOR THE HOLY FAMILY 
 

St. John’s, Washington, 

has joined with the 

deacons of the Episcopal 

Church in Connecticut 

this Advent for a 

diocesan-wide Baby 

Shower for the Holy 

Family, in partnership 

with The Diaper Bank 

of Connecticut. 

 

Why diapers? 

• According to The Diaper Bank website, 1 in 2 Connecticut 

families struggle to afford diapers to keep their babies clean, dry, 

and healthy. 

• Most clients who frequent The Diaper Bank do not have 

laundry facilities and laundromats do not allow the washing of 

cloth diapers. 

• Diapers can cost up to $100.00 per month. 

• For those who have no choice but to buy them at local 

convenience stores, rather than big-box retailers, diapers can cost 

up to $150 or more. 

• The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and 

the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, 

and Children (WIC) do not cover the cost of diapers. 

• Without an adequate supply of clean diapers, babies are 

more likely to suffer from diaper rash, urinary tract infections, 

and other medical problems. In fact, it is one of the top reasons 

babies under the age of one go to the emergency room. 

  

 

 


