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A TRADITIONAL SERVICE OF  

NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS FOR CHRISTMAS 

Prelude 

   Un flambeau, Jeannette, Isabelle     Nicolas Saboly (1614-1675), arr. Tom Brand 

Translation: Bring a torch, Jeanette, Isabella, bring a torch, come swiftly and run. 

Christ is born, tell the folk of the village, Jesus is sleeping in His cradle, 

Ah, ah, beautiful is the Mother, ah, ah, beautiful is her Son. 

It is wrong when the Baby is sleeping, It is wrong to speak so loud. 

Silence, now as you gather around, Lest your noise should waken Jesus. 

Hush! Hush! see how the Baby slumbers; Hush! Hush! see how the Baby sleeps! 

Softly now unto the stable, Softly for a moment come! 

Look and see how charming is Jesus, Look at him there, His cheeks are rosy! 

Hush! Hush! see how the Child is sleeping; Hush! Hush!  

see how he smiles in dreams! 

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell 

Processional Hymn # 102 Once In Royal David’s City 

first and second verses sung by choir only 

 

 



 

 
A Bidding Prayer 

Beloved in Christ, in this Christmastide, let it be our care and delight to hear 

again the message of the Angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, 

and see this thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger.  

Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of 

God from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought 

us by this holy Child; and let us make this place glad with our carols of praise.  

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and 

goodwill over all the earth; for the mission and unity of the Church for which he 

died, and especially in this country and within this city.  

And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time 

remember in his name the poor and the helpless, the hungry and the oppressed; the 

sick and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little 

children; and all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who 

by sin have grieved his heart of love.  

Lastly, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and all those 

who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, that multitude 



which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with 

whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one.  

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in 

the words which Christ himself hath taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of 

everlasting life; and unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of 

Angels bring us all. Amen. 

Anthem: See Amid the Winter’s Snow   

John Goss (1800-1880), arr. Tom Brand 

Text:  See, amid the winter's snow, born for us on earth below, 

see the tender Lamb appears, promised from eternal years. 

Hail, thou ever blessed morn! Hail, redemption's happy dawn! 

Sing through all Jerusalem, "Christ is born in Bethlehem." 

"As we watched at dead of night, Lo! we saw a wondrous light; 

angels singing 'Peace on earth' told us of the Savior's birth." 

Hail, thou ever blessed morn! Hail, redemption's happy dawn! 

Sing through all Jerusalem, "Christ is born in Bethlehem." 

THE FIRST LESSON       read by Holly Flor 

God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise  

and that his seed will bruise the serpent’s head. 

The man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the 

garden at the time of the evening breeze, and they hid themselves from the 

presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called 

to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you 



in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, 

“Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I 

commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be 

with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to the 

woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked 

me, and I ate.” The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 

cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly 

you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity 

between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike 

your head, and you will strike his heel.” And to the man he said, “Because you 

have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten of the tree about which I 

commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it’, cursed is the ground because of you; in 

toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth 

for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you 

shall eat bread until you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are 

dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Anthem:  Adam Lay Ybounden             John Ireland (1879-1962) 

Text:  Adam lay ybounden, bounden in a bond; four thousand winters thought he not too long. 

And all was for an apple, an apple that he took, as clerkes finden written in their book. 

Nay had the apple taken been, the apple taken been, nay had never our lady, Abeen 

heavenly queen. Blessed be the time that apple taken was; therefore we moun singen, Deo 

gracias, Deo gracias! 

THE SECOND LESSON              read by John Magee 

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed  

shall all the nations of the earth be blessed. 

The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and 

said, “By myself I have sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this, and 

have not withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make 

your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the 

seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your 

offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because 

you have obeyed my voice.” 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 



Hymn # 60:  Creator Of the Stars Of Night 

Verses four and six sung by choir only 

    Verse 4: Choir only (harmonization by Michael Praetorius (1571-1621) 

    Verse 6: Choir only (polyphonic setting by Rodrigo de Ceballos (c.1525-c.1581) 

 

 

 

 

THE THIRD LESSON        read by the Reverend Dr. Lisa Hahneman 

Priest-in-charge, St. John’s, New Milford 

The prophet Isaiah foretells the coming of the Savior. 



The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- 

on them light has shined. 

For a child has been born for us, 

a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 

and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, 

and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Anthem:      Personent Hodie     Anonymous (c.1360), arr. John Rutter (b.1945) 

Translation: Let the voices of children resound today, joyfully praising Him who is born to us, 

given by most high God, and conceived in a virginal womb. 

       He was born into the world, wrapped in swaddling clothes, and laid in a manger 

in a stable for animals, the master of the heavens. The prince of Hell has lost his spoils. 

      Three Magi came, they were bearing gifts, and sought the little one, 

following a star, to worship him, and offer him gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

      Let all the junior clerics and also the children sing like angels: 

  "You have come to the world, I pour out praises to you. Therefore, glory to God in the highest!" 

THE FOURTH LESSON            read by the Reverend Stephen B. Klots 

    Chaplain, South Kent School 

The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown. 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and might, 

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 



His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

With righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

and a little child shall lead them. 

The cow and the bear shall graze, 

their young shall lie down together; 

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 

They will not hurt or destroy 

on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

as the waters cover the sea. 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

The Word of the Lord. 

 People  Thanks be to God. 

Hymn # 81          Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming 

 

 



 

 
THE FIFTH LESSON                read by Sara Coles 

The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 

called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 

house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, 

“Greetings, favored one! The LORD is with you.” But she was much perplexed by 

his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, 

“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will 

conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be 

great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the LORD God will give to 

him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob 

forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How 

can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come 

upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 

child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.” Then Mary said, 

“Here am I, the servant of the LORD; let it be with me according to your word.” 

Then the angel departed from her. 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 



Anthem   Ave Maria     Jacob Handl (1550-1591) 

(previously attributed to Tomás Luis de Victoria (c.1548 –1611) 
Translation: 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. 

Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and in the hour of our death. Amen. 

THE SIXTH LESSON               read by Laura Daly 

St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also 

went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He 

went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 

a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Hymn # 101  Away in the Manager 

Verse three sung by choir only 

 

 

 



 
Anthem:   O Holy Night        Adolphe Adam (1803-1856) 

O Holy night! The stars are brightly shining; It is the night of our dear Savior's birth. Long lay 

the world in sin and error pining 'Til He appears and the soul felt its worth. A thrill of hope the 

weary world rejoices, For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. Fall on your knees; O hear 

the Angel voices! O night divine, O night when Christ was born, O night, O night, O night 

divine! Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming, With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand. 

So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, Here come the Wise Men from Orient land. The King 

of kings lay thus in lowly manger, In all our trials born to be our friend. He knows our need, he 

guards us from all danger. Behold your King; before the lowly bend. Behold your King; before 

the lowly bend. 

THE SEVENTH LESSON         read by Tom Hollinger 

The shepherds go to the manger. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. Then an angel of the LORD stood before them, and the glory of 

the LORD shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, 

“Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 

people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 

the LORD. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 

cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 

the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 

which the LORD has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary 

and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 



Hymn # 96  Angels We Have Heard On High 

 

 

 

 



 

Anthem   Sing Alleluia             Don Besig (b. 1936) 

Text: Alleluia, sing alleluia! 

Long ago and far away on a cold and wintry night, a precious gift was sent our way, a gift of 

love and light. 

For on that night in Bethlehem in a lowly manger stall, God sent His Son to save us all. 

Come sing alleluia; come and join the angel choir and sing with joy. Alleluia! 

High above a star appeared to light the wintry sky; travelers came from far and near to seek the 

reason why. 

All who saw the shining star or heard the angels sing brought gifts of love to greet the King. 

Come sing alleluia; come and join the angel choir and sing with joy. Alleluia! 

Once again the air is cold, a star is shining bright. Once again the story's told about that holy 

night. 

Now we join to celebrate the wonder of His birth with songs of joy and peace on earth. 

Come sing alleluia; come and join the angel choir and sing with joy. Alleluia! 

THE EIGHTH LESSON            read by the Reverend Jack Gilpin 

Christ Church, Roxbury 

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus. 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 

men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been 

born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay 

him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem 

with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 

inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem 

of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 

when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 

search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so 



that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set 

out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 

stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had 

stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the 

child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 

opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for 

their own country by another road. 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

An offering for the St. John’s Music Program  

will be taken during this hymn, please be generous in your support. 

Hymn: # 119  As With Gladness Men of Old  

 

 



 

Anthem    Omnes de Saba Veniet              Jacob Handl (1550-1591) 

Translation: All they from Sheba shall come, bringing gold and frankincense, and showing forth 

praise to the Lord. Alleluia. The kings of Tharsis and the islands shall offer presents, the kings of 

the Arabians and Sheba shall bring gifts. Alleluia. 

THE NINTH LESSON          read by the Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman 

St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through 

him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in 

him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 

witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was 

not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens 

everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 

world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 

accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power 

to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh 

or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 

the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 



Hymn # 83  O Come All Ye Faithful 

 

 

 

 



 

THE FINAL PRAYER AND BLESSING 

The Celebrant says to the people 

God be with you. 

People  And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

The Celebrant says the Collect. 

Merciful God, who sent thy messengers the prophets to preach repentance 

and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and 

forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our 

Redeemer; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing 

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and 

the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be among 

you, and remain with you always. Amen. 



Recessional Hymn # 87  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

 

 

 



 
  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Organ Postlude  

 

Reception 
There is a Reception in the Parish Hall following the Service.  

All are invited.  

Please join us and thank the members of the choir. 
 

Worship Ministers Today:  

The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Officiant  

Tom Brand: Organist & Choirmaster  

Natalie Dyer, Karen Saxe: Ushers 

Laura Daly: Veejay 

Laura Daly: Crucifer 

MB Witt: Altar Guild 

MB Witt: Hostess 



 

 
Wednesday, December 24th 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
 

5:00 p.m. FAMILY SERVICE 
 

10:00 p.m. MIDNIGHT MASS 
 

All are welcome! 
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78 Green Hill Road 

Washington, CT 06793 
 


