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THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

The Liturgy of the Word of God  

and Celebration of the Holy Communion 

Choral Prelude  Canite Tuba                Hans Leo Hassler (1564-1612) 
Translation: Blow the trumpet in Sion, address the nations, declare to the people and say: 

Behold, God our Saviour draws nigh. Declare, make heard by speaking and shout: Behold, God 

our Saviour draws nigh. 

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell 

Opening Hymn # 66 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

 

Celebrant  Blessed are you, holy and living One. 

People  You come to your people and set them free. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



The Trisagion S # 102 

 

 

Kyrie      Missa Amor ecco colei              Orlando di Lasso (1533-1594) 
  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  Christ, have mercy upon us. 

  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

The Collect of the Day 

God be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son 

Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who 

lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen. 

The Readings 
INTRODUCTION: In the first reading we hear that the prophet Isaiah insists that King Ahaz of 

Judah will receive a sign from God, whether he wants it or not, the sign of a young woman 

bearing a son to be called Emmanuel.  

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah (7:10-16) 

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your God; 

let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will 

not put the LORD to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it 

too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the 

Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall 

bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the 



time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child 

knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two 

kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18      the congregation is invited to join in the Refrain. 

 

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 

stir up your strength and come to help us. 

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

4 O LORD God of hosts, * 

how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people? 

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 

you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 

and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 

the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 

give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

18 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 



INTRODUCTION: Paul greets the new disciples in Rome and summarizes the gospel message. 

A Reading from the Romans (1:1-7) 

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the 

gospel of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 

scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David 

according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power according to 

the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through 

whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith 

among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including yourselves who are 

called to belong to Jesus Christ, To all God's beloved in Rome, who are called to 

be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Hymn # 54 Savior, of the Nations, Come 

 

INTRODUCTION: The gospel tells the story of the birth of Jesus. 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ  

according to St. Matthew (1:18-25) 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

After the Gospel, the Reader says 



Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 

Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to 

be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and 

unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just 

when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 

and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the 

child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to 

name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to 

fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the virgin 

shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, 

“God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until 

she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon         The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Rector 

The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God,  

    the Father, the Almighty,  

    maker of heaven and earth,  

    of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

    the only Son of God,  

    eternally begotten of the Father,  

    God from God, Light from Light,  

    true God from true God,  

    begotten, not made,  

    of one Being with the Father; 

    through him all things were made.  

    For us and for our salvation  

        he came down from heaven,  

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

        and became truly human.  

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

        he suffered death and was buried.  

         the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures;  

        he ascended into heaven  



             is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

        and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father,  

    who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

    who has spoken through the prophets.  

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

    We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

        and the life of the world to come. Amen 

The Prayers of the People 

From the depths of our interior mansions, and in heightened expectancy of the 

coming of the Messiah, let us offer our prayers, responding, “O come, O come, 

Emmanuel.” 

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the prayers 

+ O come, Emmanuel and purify our conscience, that we may be an empty vessel 

prepared for the coming of your Word; let us pray. 

O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

+ O Wisdom, open our eyes to the signs of your grace in the world about us, and 

bind us to your will, that we may bear witness to your abundant life; let us pray. 

O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

+ O Lord of Might, strengthen us by your humility, that as we drink from the tears 

of the poor, and eat from their outstretched hands, we may be filled with the riches 

of enduring faith; let us pray. 

O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

+ O Branch of Jesse, stretch out your limbs of hope, that all the peoples of the 

world may come under the shade of your tree, where war shall cease and the fruits 

of love flourish; let us pray. 

O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

+ O Key of David, unlock our fear of those who differ from us, and remind us 

that the essence of our being is one, united across nations and races, cultures and 

time; let us pray. 

O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

+ O Dayspring from on high, fill us with thanksgiving at the beginning of the day, 

and when night falls place within us a heart of gratitude; let us pray. 



O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

+ O Desire of Nations, grant our leaders moral and ethical wholesomeness, that 

together with them we may form a just and righteous society; let us pray. 

O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

+ O come, Emmanuel, do not tarry; to the dead bring life, to the living hope, and to 

all creation the renewal of your first gifts; let us pray. 

O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

In the communion of the Ever-Blessed Virgin Mary and all your saints, let us 

continue our prayers now, either silently in our hearts or aloud in our midst. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

O Almighty God, who pourest out on all who desire it the spirit of grace and 

of supplication: Deliver us, when we draw near to thee, from coldness of heart and 

wanderings of mind, that with steadfast thoughts and kindled affections we may 

worship thee in spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the confession 

God of all mercy,  

we confess that we have sinned against you,  

opposing your will in our lives.  

We have denied your goodness in each other,  

   in ourselves, and in the world you have created.  

We repent of the evil that enslaves us,  

   the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.  

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ,  

that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

The Priest, stands and says  

May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all 

your sins, but also time for true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and 

consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Peace 

The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of God be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 



Ministry Minute       Rebecca Bent, Member of the Vestry 

The Holy Communion 
The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences of Scripture. 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,  

an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2.  

Offertory        Ave Maria               Jacob Handl (1550-1591) 

(previously attributed to Tomás Luis de Victoria (c.1548–1611) 
Translation:  Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. 

Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and in the hour of our death. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

God be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord God. 

People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, because you sent 

your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of 

everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge 

the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 

all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 

your Name: 

Sanctus    Missa Amor ecco colei               Orlando di Lasso (1533-1594) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

   Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  

   Hosanna in the highest. 

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the consecration prayer 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 

when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 

mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 



live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He 

stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your 

will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me.”.  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 

drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

Christ has died.  

Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again.  

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 

and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 

these gifts.  

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 

your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 

also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 

constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy 

of your eternal kingdom.  

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 

and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 



but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  

Fraction Anthem S # 153 Christ Our Passover            Willan 

 

 
Agnus Dei        Missa Amor ecco colei    Orlando di Lasso (1533-1594) 

  O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 

Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

All baptized Christians of all ages and denominations are welcome to receive 

Communion in this place. This is God’s house and the Lord’s table, not ours 

INSTRUCTIONS: Those wishing to receive Communion should come forward to the Altar 

rail as directed. Please speak with an Usher if you need to receive Communion in the pew. 

The consecrated host will be placed in the hands or upon the tongue of the recipient, as 

desired. If one wishes intinction, then either the chalice bearer or the communicant may 

take the host and dip it in the wine. Otherwise, communicants may sip from the chalice, 

assisting by taking hold of its base. If the communicant does not wish to receive the wine, 

one can simply cross their arms across their chest after receiving the bread so to indicate. 

Communion Hymn # 316 This is the Hour of Banquet and of Song 

 

 
 



 

 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God,  

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  

of the most precious Body and Blood  

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;  

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries  

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  

and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  

And now, Father, send us out  

to do the work you have given us to do,  

to love and serve you  

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,  

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing 

May the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, and of Jesus Christ 

born of our sister Mary, and of the Holy Spirit, who broods over the world as a 

mother over her children, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 



Closing Hymn # 81 Lo, How a Rose e’er Blooming 

 

 

 

 
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude   



Worship Ministers Today:  

The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman: Celebrant & Preacher 

Tom Brand: Organist & Choirmaster  

Jay Bauer: 8:00 Reader 

Rebecca Bent: 10:00 Reader 

Laura Daly: Chalicer 

Laura Daly: VeeJay 

MB Witt, Corinne Johnson: Altar Guild 

Natalie Dyer, Karen Saxe: Ushers/Greeters 

Corrine Johnson: Coffee Hour 
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A BABY SHOWER FOR THE HOLY FAMILY 
 

St. John’s, Washington 

has joined with the 

deacons of the Episcopal 

Church in Connecticut 

this Advent for a 

diocesan-wide Baby 

Shower for the Holy 

Family, in partnership 

with The Diaper Bank 

of Connecticut. 

 

Why diapers? 

• According to The Diaper Bank website, 1 in 2 Connecticut 

families struggle to afford diapers to keep their babies clean, dry, and 

healthy. 

• Most clients who frequent The Diaper Bank do not have laundry 

facilities and laundromats do not allow the washing of cloth diapers. 

• Diapers can cost up to $100.00 per month. 

• For those who have no choice but to buy them at local 

convenience stores, rather than big-box retailers, diapers can cost up to 

$150 or more. 

• The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and the 

Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and 

Children (WIC) do not cover the cost of diapers. 

• Without an adequate supply of clean diapers, babies are more 

likely to suffer from diaper rash, urinary tract infections, and other 

medical problems. In fact, it is one of the top reasons babies under the 

age of one go to the emergency room. 

  

 

 

How can you participate? 

• Bring an open or closed 

package of diapers to an ECCT 

parish during Advent. 

• Make a financial gift to 

The Diaper Bank of CT via 

ECCT’s online giving page.  
 

How can ECCT parishes 

participate? 

• Put aside a pew or two for 

the Baby Shower and encourage 

people to “fill the pew with 

diapers” during Advent.  
 

https://lzqz7yn6.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SunP_rrGrAFvXiPEBj_RNWXCP7VK4gchaHzbCEld0Po_r_XIh3bMxQJ1Gr0XRDfHFeY7_wvfoCZV-sjJLd5iEXApsAm6eMFxmbF8s-58Hbinh24Vcpe5nNTd-tsYTZ96CBCXQkBODw-AS7ok1EWSxHOGqlE1hDk_GUQeIkcsHq_pPlqZN4OvnsraOiWxV8DwdESyTcp_jRg=&c=zqSOhsgd9Xv2MqSERV2gSbM02iHqtSSi0W1Qx7cpCHhWwKjD490teQ==&ch=kZC3Ad1NVJ_0A1fY2Qriytx4Bkh9Keic-AdPItGfkolEHobgiZXp9A==


 
TRADITIONAL NINE 

LESSONS AND 

CAROLS IN 

CANDLELIGHT 
 

SUNDAY 

December 21, 2025 

4:00 p.m. 
 

All are welcome! 
Reception following in Parish Hall 


