
Welcome to St. John’s Church 
 

 
Gerard van Honthorst (1592-1656) Dutch Golden Age 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE 

AND THE BLESSING OF THE CRÈCHE 

December 24, 2025 

5:00 p.m. 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

78 Green Hill Road 

Washington, CT 06793 

Worship Ministers Today:  

Parish Office Telephone: (860) 868-2527 

Parish Office Hours: Wednesdays and Fridays, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

St. John’s Email: stjohnschurch@snet.net 

St. John’s Website: http://stjohnswashington.com/ 

St. John’s YouTube Page: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoOwTnqlRss4BT8VwFul4qg 

mailto:stjohnschurch@snet.net
http://stjohnswashington.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoOwTnqlRss4BT8VwFul4qg


LESSONS AND CAROLS  

ON THE EVE OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD  

AND THE BLESSING OF THE CRÈCHE 

Children’s activity bags are available on the bench by the Baptistry.  

Please return them after the Service.  

There is a furnished children’s room downstairs with soft toys and rugs,  

and audio of the Service, if parents wish to use it. 

Prelude 

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell 

Opening Hymn # 102  Once in Royal David’s City 

 



Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant        Behold, I bring good news of great joy which will come to all the 

     people: for unto us is born in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 

People  Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  

THE COLLECT  

Celebrant  God be with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Celebrant  Let us pray.  

O God, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your 

only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive him for our Redeemer, so 

we may with sure confidence behold him when he shall come to be our Judge; who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 

THE STORY OF THE BIRTH OF JESUS 

LUKE 2:1-5  

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius 

was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also 

went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He 

went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 

a child. 

Mary and Joseph are placed in the creche 

HYMN # 79  O Little Town Of Bethlehem 

 



 

 

 

LUKE 2:6-7 While Mary and Joseph were there in Bethlehem, the time came for 

Mary to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 

in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 

the inn.  

The baby, Jesus is placed in the crèche 

HYMN # 101 Away In A Manger 

1 
Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 



 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.  
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,  
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,  
but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.  
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,  
and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay  
close by me for ever, and love me I pray.  
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,  
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

LUKE 2:8-9 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and 

the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  

Hymn # 109  The First Nowell The Angel Did Say 

1 
The first Nowell the angel did say  
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;  
in fields as they lay, keeping their sheep,  
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.  

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,  
born is the King of Israel. 

2 They looked up and saw a star  
shining in the east beyond them far,  
and to the earth it gave great light,  
and so it continued both day and night.  
Refrain 

LUKE 2:10-14 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in 

the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for 

you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger. And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 

and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 

whom he favors!”  

The Angel is placed in the creche 

Hymnal # 96  Angels We Have Heard On High 



 

 

 

 



 

LUKE 2:15-20 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste 

and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw 

this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard 

it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these 

words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  

The shepherds are placed in the creche 

Hymn # 112  In the Bleak Midwinter 

 

 



 

 

THE CHILDREN’S HOMILY         Fr. Geoff, Rector 

The children are invited to come forward, if they wish, and sit with Fr. Geoff on the 

Chancel steps for the Children’s Homily. 

Please stand for the Station at the Creche 

STATION AT THE CRECHE  

Officiant  The word was made flesh and dwelt among us:  

People  And we beheld his glory.  

Officiant  Let us pray.  

Almighty and everliving God, you have given us a new revelation of your 

loving providence in the Coming of your Son Jesus Christ to be born of the Virgin 

Mary: Grant that as he shared our mortality, so we may share his eternity in the 

glory of your kingdom; where he lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.  

THE PEACE  

Officiant  The peace of God be always with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 



THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM  O Holy Night        Adolphe Adam 

O Holy night! The stars are brightly shining; It is the night of our dear Savior's birth. Long lay 

the world in sin and error pining 'Til He appears and the soul felt its worth. A thrill of hope the 

weary world rejoices, For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. Fall on your knees; O hear 

the Angel voices! O night divine, O night when Christ was born, O night, O night, O night 

divine! Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming, With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand. 

So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, Here come the Wise Men from Orient land. The King 

of kings lay thus in lowly manger, In all our trials born to be our friend. He knows our need, he 

guards us from all danger. Behold your King; before the lowly bend. Behold your King; before 

the lowly bend. 

Please sit or kneel for the Prayers 

PRAYER OVER THE CRECHE  

God of every nation and people, from the very beginning of creation you 

have made manifest your love: when our need for a Savior was great you sent your 

Son to be born of the Virgin Mary. To our lives he brings joy and peace, justice, 

mercy, and love. Lord, bless all who look upon this manger; may it remind us of 

the humble birth of Jesus, and raise our thoughts to him, who is God-with-us and 

Savior of all, and who lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen.  

A Christmas Litany  

Officiant  Let us pray. By way of Bethlehem, lead us, O God, to newness of life. 

People  Hear us, O Lord  

Officiant  By the innocence of the Christ child renew our simple trust.  

People  Hear us, O Lord  

Officiant By the tenderness of Mary, deliver us from cruelty and hardness of 

heart.  

People  Hear us, O Lord  

Officiant  By the patience of Joseph, save us from all rash judgement and ill-

tempered action.  

People  Hear us, O Lord  

Officiant  By the shepherds’ watch, open our eyes to the signs of your coming. 

People  Hear us, O Lord  

Officiant  By the Wise Men’s journey, keep our searching spirits from fainting. 

People  Hear us, O Lord  

Officiant  By the shining of the star, guide our feet into the way of peace. 

People  Hear us, O Lord  

Officiant  O God, who hast caused this holy night to shine with the illumination 

of the true Light: Grant us, we beseech thee, that as we have known the mystery of 

that Light upon earth, so may we also perfectly enjoy him in heaven; where with 



you and the Holy Spirit he liveth and reigneth, one God, in glory everlasting. 

Amen.  

(Please remain kneeling or seated for the hymn which is sung by all) 

Hymn # 111  Silent Night, Holy Night  

 

 

 

 



CHRISTMAS BLESSING  (Please remain kneeling)  

Officiant  May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, 

bless you in this holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart 

with the light of his holiness. Amen.  

Officiant May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s 

birth, fill you with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen. Officiant May 

God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give 

you his peace and favor. Amen.  

Officiant And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.  

Please stand and join in singing the hymn. 

Hymn # 100  Joy To The World!  

 

 



 

 

DISMISSAL  Please remain standing  

Officiant  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God.  

Officiant Merry Christmas to all, and to all a goodnight! 

Organ Postlude  

 

The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Officiant 

Tom Brand, Organist & Choirmaster  

Rebecca Bent, Reader 

Laura Daly, Veejay 

MB Witt: Altar Guild 

George & Hezekiah Gum: creche scene attendants 

Karen Saxe, Natalie Dyer: Ushers 


