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MORNING PRAYER 

Organ Prelude 

Opening Hymn # 93  Angels from the Realms of Glory 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

The Invitatory and Psalter 

Officiant  O Lord, open our lips. 

People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

Venite, Psalm 95:1-7 The congregation is invited to join in the recitation 

(Antiphon) Alleluia. To us a child is born: Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *  

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *  

and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.  

For the Lord is a great God, *  

and a great King above all gods.  

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *  

and the heights of the hills are his also.  

The sea is his, for he made it, *  

and his hands have molded the dry land.  

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *  

and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his 

hand. *  

Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

(Antiphon) Alleluia. To us a child is born: Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

The congregation may wish to be seated for the Psalm. 

Psalm 147      The congregation is invited to join in the recitation of the Psalm 

1 Hallelujah! 

How good it is to sing praises to our God! * 

how pleasant it is to honor him with praise! 
 

2 The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem; * 

he gathers the exiles of Israel. 
 

3 He heals the brokenhearted * 

and binds up their wounds. 
 



 

 

4 He counts the number of the stars * 

and calls them all by their names. 
 

5 Great is our LORD and mighty in power; * 

there is no limit to his wisdom. 
 

6 The LORD lifts up the lowly, * 

but casts the wicked to the  ground. 
 

7 Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; * 

make music to our God upon the harp. 
 

8 He covers the heavens with clouds * 

and prepares rain for the earth; 
 

9 He makes grass to grow upon the mountains * 

and green plants to serve mankind. 
 

10 He provides food for flocks and herds * 

and for the young ravens when they cry. 
 

11 He is not impressed by the might of a horse; * 

he has no pleasure in the strength of a man; 

12 But the LORD has pleasure in those who fear him, * 

in those who await his gracious favor. 
 

13 Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem; * 

praise your God, O Zion; 
 

14 For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; * 

he has blessed your children within you. 
 

15 He has established peace on your borders; * 

he satisfies you with the finest wheat. 
 

16 He sends out his command to the earth, * 

and his word runs very swiftly. 
 

17 He gives snow like wool; * 

he scatters hoarfrost like ashes. 
 

18 He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; * 

who can stand against his cold? 
 



 

 

19 He sends forth his word and melts them; * 

he blows with his wind, and the waters flow. 
 

20 He declares his word to Jacob, * 

his statutes and his judgments to Israel. 
 

21 He has not done so to any other nation; * 

to them he has not revealed his judgments. 

Hallelujah! 

THE READINGS 

INTRODUCTION: In our Hebrew Bible reading the prophet joyfully responds on behalf of all 

God’s people to the Lord’s promises for a redeemed Jerusalem. 

A Reading from the prophet Isaiah (61:10-62:3) 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 

my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

to spring up before all the nations. 

For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, 

and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, 

until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 

and her salvation like a burning torch. 

The nations shall see your vindication, 

and all the kings your glory; 

and you shall be called by a new name 

that the mouth of the LORD will give. 

You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 

and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

 



 

 

Canticle Hymn # 391  Before the Lord’s Eternal Throne 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION: In this epistle reading Paul explains what the role of the law has been and 

how, in our new relationship of faith, we have become sons and heirs of the Father. 

A Reading from Galatians (3:23-25; 4:4-7) 

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until 

faith would be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ 

came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are 

no longer subject to a disciplinarian. 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, 

born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we 

might receive adoption as children. And because you are children, God has sent the 



 

 

Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" So you are no longer a 

slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Hymn #105  God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen 

 

 

 

 
 

INTRODUCTION: The gospel opens up with a hymn to God’s Word, the expression of God’s 

very being and the creative power of all life, who has now become flesh and lived among us. 

A Reading from the Gospel of St. John (1:1-18) 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through 

him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in 

him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 

witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was 



 

 

not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens 

everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 

world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 

accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power 

to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh 

or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 

the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and 

cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me 

because he was before me.'") From his fullness we have all received, grace upon 

grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 

Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the 

Father's heart, who has made him known. 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

The Sermon                Sara Coles, Lay Preacher 

The Apostles’ Creed 

Officiant and People together, all standing  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

   creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 

Mary. 

   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

   He descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again.  

   He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

   He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy catholic Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 

Officiant  God be with you. 

People  And also with you.  



 

 

Officiant  Let us pray. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

The Suffrages 

V. Help us, O God our Savior;  

R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins.  

V. Look upon your congregation;  

R. Give to your people the blessing of peace.  

V. Declare your glory among the nations; 

R. And your wonders among all peoples.  

V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;  

R. Never forget the lives of your poor.  

V. Continue your loving kindness to those who know you;  

R. And your favor to those who are true of heart.  

V. Satisfy us by your kindness in the morning;  

R. So we shall rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.  

The Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate 

Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 



 

 

A Collect for Sunday 

O God, who makest us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious 

resurrection of thy Son our Lord: Grant us this day such blessing through our 

worship of thee, that the days to come may be spent in thy favor; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission 

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent 

your blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are 

near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the 

nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of 

your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Announcements 

Offertory Hymn #109  The First Nowell the Angel Did Say 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Officiant: Let us continue our prayers, pausing now so that all may add their own 

prayers or petitions, either silently in their hearts or aloud in our midst.  

The General Thanksgiving 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,  

we thine unworthy servants  

do give thee most humble and hearty thanks  

for all thy goodness and loving-kindness  

to us and to all men.  

We bless thee for our creation, preservation,  

and all the blessings of this life;  

but above all for thine inestimable love  

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  

And, we beseech thee, 

give us that due sense of all thy mercies,  

that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 

and that we show forth thy praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives,  

by giving up our selves to thy service,  

and by walking before thee  

in holiness and righteousness all our days;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

to whom, with thee and the Holy Spirit,  

be honor and glory, world without end. Amen.\ 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make 

our common supplication unto thee; and hast promised through thy well-beloved 

Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the 

midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may 

be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the age to 

come life everlasting. Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Closing Hymn # 100    Joy to the World! The Lord is Come 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

    

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.   2 Corinthians 13:14 

Postlude 

 

Worship Ministers Today:  

Tom Hollinger: 8:00 Lay Worship Leader 

Leslie Weigel 10:00 Lay Worship Leader 

Sara Coles: Lay Preacher 

Emily Desouza: Organist 

Tom Hollinger: 8:00 Reader 

Mary Davis: 10:00 Reader  

Sara Coles: Veejay (VJ) 

MB Witt, Sara Coles: Altar Guild 

Veronique Dulack, Natalie Dyer, Emily Fitzhugh, Susan Magee, Susan Markert, 

Alexander Purves, MB Witt, Barbara Blake: Christmas Flower Arrangements 

Karen Saxe: Coffee Hour 

Karen Saxe, Natalie Dyer: Ushers 
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Alternate: Laura Daly 
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A BABY SHOWER FOR THE HOLY FAMILY 
 

St. John’s, Washington 

has joined with the 

deacons of the 

Episcopal Church in 

Connecticut this Advent 

for a diocesan-wide 

Baby Shower for the 

Holy Family, in 

partnership with The 

Diaper Bank of 

Connecticut. 

 

Why diapers? 

• According to The Diaper Bank website, 1 in 2 Connecticut 

families struggle to afford diapers to keep their babies clean, dry, and 

healthy. 

• Most clients who frequent The Diaper Bank do not have laundry 

facilities and laundromats do not allow the washing of cloth diapers. 

• Diapers can cost up to $100.00 per month. 

• For those who have no choice but to buy them at local 

convenience stores, rather than big-box retailers, diapers can cost up to 

$150 or more. 

• The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and the 

Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and 

Children (WIC) do not cover the cost of diapers. 

• Without an adequate supply of clean diapers, babies are more 

likely to suffer from diaper rash, urinary tract infections, and other 

medical problems. In fact, it is one of the top reasons babies under the 

age of one go to the emergency room. 

  

 

 

How can you participate? 

• Bring an open or closed 

package of diapers to an ECCT 

parish during Christmas.. 
 

How can ECCT parishes 

participate? 

• Put aside a pew for the 

Baby Shower to “fill with 

diapers” during Christmas. 
 

 


