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Welcome to St. John’s Church 

 
“Christ Tempted by Satan.” Georg Karl Franz Cornicelius (1888) 

The First Sunday in Lent 

February 22, 2026 

8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 

 
ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

P.O. Box 1278 

78 Green Hill Road 

Washington, CT 06793 

Parish Office Telephone: (860) 868-2527 

Parish Office Hours: Wednesdays and Fridays, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

St. John’s Email: stjohnschurch@snet.net 

St. John’s Website: http://stjohnswashington.com/ 

St. John’s YouTube Page: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoOwTnqlRss4BT8VwFul4qg 
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THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

Choral Prelude O Domine, Jesu Christe         Tiburtio Massaino (c. 1550-c. 1609) 

Translation: Lord Jesus Christ, I worship you, who was wounded on the cross and given gall and 

vinegar to drink: I pray that your wounds and your death may give me life. 

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell 

Opening Hymn # 150  Forty Days And Forty Nights 

 

 
The people standing, the Celebrant may say 

Celebrant  Bless the Lord who forgiveth all our sins.  

People  His mercy endureth for ever. 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 

thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: 
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Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the 

Law and the Prophets. 

The Trisagion S # 102 

 

 
The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 

God be with you. 

People  And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by 

Satan: Come quickly to help us who are assaulted by many temptations; and, as you 

know the weaknesses of each of us, let each one find you mighty to save; through 

Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

The Readings 

INTRODUCTION:  Our Hebrew scripture readings tells of the creation of the first man and woman 

in the Garden of Eden and their disobedience and loss of innocence. 

A Reading from the Scroll of Genesis (2:15-17, 3: 1-7) 

The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and 

keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of 

the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in 

the day that you eat of it you shall die.” Now the serpent was more crafty than any 

other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, 

‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We 

may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the 
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fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall 

die.’“ But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for God knows that when 

you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 

evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 

delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of 

its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he 

ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and 

they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 32       the congregation is invited to join in the Refrain 

 
 

1 Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, * 

and whose sin is put away! 

2 Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, * 

and in whose spirit there is no guile! 

3 While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, * 

because of my groaning all day long. 

4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; * 

my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer. 

5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, * 

and did not conceal my guilt. 

6 I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the Lord." * 

Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin. 

7 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; * 

when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them. 

8 You are my hiding-place; 

you preserve me from trouble; * 

you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 
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9 "I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; * 

I will guide you with my eye. 

10 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; * 

who must be fitted with bit and bridle, 

or else they will not stay near you." 

11 Great are the tribulations of the wicked; * 

but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord. 

12 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; * 

shout for joy, all who are true of heart. 

INTRODUCTION:  In our epistle the apostle Paul tells how the history of human sinfulness and 

death has been transformed by the free gift of Jesus Christ. 

A Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans (5:12-19) 

As sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and 

so death spread to all because all have sinned-- sin was indeed in the world before the 

law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. Yet death exercised dominion from 

Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, 

who is a type of the one who was to come. 

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one 

man's trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace 

of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. And the free gift is not like the 

effect of the one man's sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought 

condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brings justification. If, 

because of the one man's trespass, death exercised dominion through that one, much 

more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of 

righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 

Therefore just as one man's trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man's 

act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. For just as by the one man's 

disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many 

will be made righteous. 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Hymn # 149 Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church 

 

 

   

   

 
Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 
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INTRODUCTION: Our gospel story is the story of the temptations of Jesus in the wilderness. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

according to St. Matthew (4:1-11) 

People  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 

He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. The tempter 

came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become 

loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, 

but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” Then the devil took him to 

the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are 

the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will command his angels 

concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash 

your foot against a stone.’” Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the 

Lord your God to the test.’” Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and 

showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor; and he said to him, 

“All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” Jesus said to him, 

“Away with you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only 

him.’” Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 

After the Gospel, the Reader says 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

The Sermon         The Reverend Timothy Hodapp, Guest Celebrant 

The Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God,  

begotten, not made,  

of one Being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven:  

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
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and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the Prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 

The Deacon or other person appointed says 

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world, 

responding, “O Lord, hear our prayer.” 

After each paragraph of this prayer, the People may make an appropriate response, as directed. 

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make 

prayers, and supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers 

which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the 

Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those 

who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in 

unity and godly love; for this we pray. 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especially Hosam, 

the Archbishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem; Bartholomew, Patriarch of 

Constantinople; Leo, Bishop of Rome; Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Jeff and Laura, 

our Bishops; and all the members of St. John’s, that they may, both by their life and 

doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy 

Sacraments; for this we pray. 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation 

here present; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy 
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holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life; 

for this we pray. 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of 

government in this and every land especially António, Secretary General of the 

United Nations, Donald, our President, Ned our Governor, Jim, the First Selectman of 

the town of Washington, for the members of our Congress and Courts, that they may 

be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the world; for 

this we pray. 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, 

that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be 

faithful stewards of thy bounty; for this we pray. 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor 

all who are housebound and all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, 

sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity, pausing now that all may add their 

own prayers and petitions, either silently in our hearts or aloud in our midst; (pause 

for a moment) for this we pray. 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith 

and fear, beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and 

to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of the Ever-Blessed Virgin Mary, St. 

John, our Patron, and all thy saints, that with them we may be partakers of thy 

heavenly kingdom; for this we pray. 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and 

Advocate. Amen. 

Taizé Offering WLP # 827   (sung by all) 
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Confession of Sin 

The Deacon or Celebrant says the following 

Ye who do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity 

with your neighbors, and intend to lead a new life, following the commandments of 

God, and walking from henceforth in his holy ways: Draw near with faith, and make 

your humble confession to Almighty God, devoutly kneeling. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People  

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, judge of 

all men: We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, which we 

from time to time most grievously have committed, by thought, word, and deed, 

against thy divine Majesty, provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against 

us. We do earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the 

remembrance of them is grievous unto us, the burden of them is intolerable. Have 

mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; for thy Son our Lord 

Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may ever hereafter 

serve and please thee in newness of life, to the honor and glory of thy Name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says  

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised 

forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto 

him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 

strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 
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The Peace 
The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of God be always with you. 

People  And with thy spirit. 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

The Holy Communion 

The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences of Scripture. 

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving,  

and make good thy vows unto the Most High. Psalm 50:14 

Offertory Anthem      Deep River               (spiritual) 

Text:  Deep river, my home is over Jordan. Deep river, Lord, I want to cross over into camp 

ground. Oh, don't you want to go to that gospel feast, that promised land where all is peace? 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Celebrant faces the congregation and sings or says 

God be with you. 

People  And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 

People  It is meet and right so to do. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in 

all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. 

Who dost bid thy faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy for the 

Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and renewed by thy 

Word and Sacraments, they may come to the fullness of grace which thou hast 

prepared for those who love thee. Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all 

the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising 

thee, and saying, 

Sanctus 
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The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the consecration prayer 

Then the Celebrant continues 

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and 

earth, and didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give 

thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the 

cross for our redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole 

world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual 

memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my 

Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, 

which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye 

shall drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with 

these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath 

commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious 

death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming 

again with power and great glory. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word 

and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be 

unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ. 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise 

and thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our 

souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy 

Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son 

Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we 

and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, 

and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord; 
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By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and 

glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

Fraction Anthem S # 153 

 

 
Agnus Dei  Missa Pange Lingua        Josquin des Prez (c. 1450-1521) 

  O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 

The Prayer of Humble Access 

The following prayer may be said. The People may join in saying this prayer  

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 

righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much 

as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose 

property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the 

flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore 

dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 
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Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 

died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

All baptized Christians of all ages and denominations are welcome to receive 

Communion in this place. This is God’s house and the Lord’s table, not ours 

INSTRUCTIONS: Those wishing to receive Communion should come forward to the 

Altar rail as directed. Please speak with an Usher if you need to receive Communion 

in the pew. The consecrated host will be placed in the hands or upon the tongue of the 

recipient, as desired. If one wishes intinction, then either the chalice bearer or the 

communicant may take the host and dip it in the wine. Otherwise, communicants may 

sip from the chalice, assisting by taking hold of its base. If the communicant does not 

wish to receive the wine, one can simply cross their arms across their chest so to 

indicate. 

Gluten free wafers are available. Just ask at the Altar Rail if you wish one. 

Communion Hymn # 315 Thou Who at Thy First Eucharist Didst Pray 
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After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

The People may join in saying this prayer 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost 

feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body 

and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy 

favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the 

mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also 

heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O 

heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy 

fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all 

honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing 
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The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 

knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of 

God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain 

with you always. Amen. 

Closing Hymn # 143 The Glory Of These Forty Days 

 

 

 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Congregation departs in silence. 

 

Worship Ministers Today:  

The Reverend Timothy Hodapp: Celebrant  

Tom Brand: Organist & Choirmaster  

John Magee: 8:00 Reader 

Holly Flor: 10:00 Reader 

Rebecca Bent: Chalicer 

Laura Daly: Veejay (VJ) 

Natalie Dyer, Karen Saxe: Ushers 

MB Witt, Sara Coles: Altar Guild 

Susan McFeeley, Rebecca Bent: Coffee Hosts 


