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Welcome to St. John’s Church 

 

“The Raising of Lazarus,” by Caravaggio, 1571–1610 

 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 22, 2026 

8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

P.O. Box 1278 

78 Green Hill Road 

Washington, CT 06793 

Parish Office Telephone: (860) 868-2527 

Parish Office Hours: Wednesdays and Fridays, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

St. John’s Email: stjohnschurch@snet.net 

St. John’s Website: http://stjohnswashington.com/ 

St. John’s YouTube Page: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoOwTnqlRss4BT8VwFul4qg 

mailto:stjohnschurch@snet.net
http://stjohnswashington.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoOwTnqlRss4BT8VwFul4qg
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MORNING PRAYER 

Choral Prelude Out of the Deep             Henry Purcell (1659-1695) 
Text: Out of the deep have I called unto thee, O Lord: Lord, hear my voice. O let thine ears 

consider well: the voice of my complaint. If thou, Lord, should'st be extreme to mark what is 

done amiss: Lord, who may abide it? But there is mercy with thee: therefore shalt thou be 

feared. I look for the Lord; my soul doth wait for God: in God's word is my trust. My soul fleeth 

unto the Lord: before the morning watch, I say, before the morning watch. O Israel, trust in the 

Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy: and with God is plenteous redemption. -Psalm 130 

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell 

Opening Hymn # 666 Out of the Depths I Call 

 

 
The Invitatory and Psalter 

Officiant  O Lord, open thou our lips. 

People  And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

Venite S # 3  Plainsong     the congregation is invited to join in the song 
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Psalm # 130  the congregation is invited to sit and join in the Refrain 

 
1 Out of the depths have I called to you, O LORD; 

LORD, hear my voice; * 

let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 
 

2 If you, LORD, were to note what is done amiss, * 

O Lord, who could stand? 
 

3 For there is forgiveness with you; * 

therefore you shall be feared. 
 

4 I wait for the LORD; my soul waits for him; * 

in his word is my hope. 
 

5 My soul waits for the LORD, 

more than watchmen for the morning, * 

more than watchmen for the morning. 
 

6 O Israel, wait for the LORD, * 

for with the LORD there is mercy; 
 

7 With him there is plenteous redemption, * 

and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 

The Readings 

INTRODUCTION: In our first reading the prophet has a vision of the bones of a dead and 

hopeless people being restored to new life in their homeland. 

A Reading from the Scroll of Ezekiel: (37:1-14) 

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 

the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led 

me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very 

dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you 

know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry 

bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will 

cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will 

cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and 

you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly 

there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I 
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looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin 

had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy 

to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: 

Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may 

live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they 

lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They 

say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 

Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open 

your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you 

back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open 

your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit 

within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you 

shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act,” says the LORD. 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

CANTICLE # 16   Song of Zechariah 

 



6 
 

 
dominated by fleshy and worldly things and those in whom Christ lives and are set on the Spirit. 

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans: (8:6-11) 

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life 

and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does 

not submit to God's law-- indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot 

please God. 

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God 

dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to 

him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life 

because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 

dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal 

bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn # 457  Thou Art the Way, to Thee Alone 

 

 

INTRODUCTION: The gospel is the story of Jesus’ raising of Lazarus from the dead. 

A Reading from the Gospel of St. John: (11:1-45) 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her 

sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped 

his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to 

Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This 

illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God 

may be glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her 

sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days 

longer in the place where he was. 

Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The 

disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are 

you going there again?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? 

Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this 

world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” 

After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am 

going there to awaken him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen 

asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but 

they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, 
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“Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. 

But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow 

disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 

days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the 

Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When 

Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 

home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 

have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 

Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that 

he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the 

resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 

and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 

She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, 

the one coming into the world.” 

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told 

her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, 

she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but 

was still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in 

the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her 

because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary 

came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if 

you had been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her 

weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed 

in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 

“Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved 

him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man 

have kept this man from dying?” 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 

stone was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of 

the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been 

dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you 

would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked 

upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always 

hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they 

may believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 

“Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips 

of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let 

him go.” 
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Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus 

did, believed in him. 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

The Sermon               Laura Daly, Lay Preacher 

The Apostles’ Creed 

Officiant and People together, all standing  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

  creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 

Mary. 

  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

  He descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again.  

  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy catholic Church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 

Officiant  The Lord be with you. 

People  And with thy spirit.  

Officiant  Let us pray. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
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but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Suffrages 

V. O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;  

R. And grant us thy salvation.  

V. Endue thy ministers with righteousness;  

R. And make thy chosen people joyful.  

V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

R. For only in thee can we live in safety.  

V. Lord, keep this nation under thy care;  

R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  

V. Let thy way be known on earth;  

R. Thy saving health among all nations.  

V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  

R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  

V. Create in us clean hearts, O God;  

R. And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit.  

The Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, who alone canst order the unruly wills and affections of 

sinful men: Grant unto thy people that they may love the thing which thou 

commandest, and desire what that which thou dost promise; that so, among the 

sundry and manifold changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed 

where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and 

reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Sunday 

O God, who makest us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious 

resurrection of thy Son our Lord: Grant us this day such blessing through our 

worship of thee, that the days to come may be spent in thy favor; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission 

Lord Jesus Christ, who didst stretch out thine arms of love on the hard wood 

of the cross that everyone might come within the reach of thy saving embrace: So 

clothe us in thy Spirit that we, reaching forth our own hands in love, may bring 

those who do not know thee to the knowledge and love thee: for the honor of thy 

Name. Amen. 
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Offertory Anthem  Bow Down Thine Ear             Charles Wood (1866-1926) 

Text: Bow down thine ear, O Lord, and hear me: for I am poor, 

and in misery. Preserve thou my soul, for I am holy: my God, save thy servant 

that putteth their trust in thee. Be merciful unto me, O Lord: for I will call daily upon 

thee. Comfort the soul of thy servant: for unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. 

Officiant: Let us continue our prayers, pausing now so that all may add their own 

prayers or petitions, either silently in their hearts or aloud in our midst.  

The General Thanksgiving 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,  

we thine unworthy servants  

do give thee most humble and hearty thanks  

for all thy goodness and loving-kindness  

to us and to all men.  

We bless thee for our creation, preservation,  

and all the blessings of this life;  

but above all for thine inestimable love  

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  

And, we beseech thee, 

give us that due sense of all thy mercies,  

that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 

and that we show forth thy praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives,  

by giving up our selves to thy service,  

and by walking before thee  

in holiness and righteousness all our days;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

to whom, with thee and the Holy Spirit,  

be honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make 

our common supplication unto thee; and hast promised through thy well-beloved 

Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the 

midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may 

be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the age to 

come life everlasting. Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
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Closing Hymn # 150  Forty Days and Forty Nights 

 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.   2 Corinthians 13:14 

Congregation departs in silence. 

 

Worship Ministers Today:  

Laura Daly: Lay Preacher 

Tom Brand: Organist & Choirmaster 

Tom Hollinger: 8:00 Officiant 

Jay Bauer: 8:00 Reader 

Rebecca Bent: 10:00 Officiant 

Mary Davis: 10:00 Reader 

Laura Daly: Veejay (VJ) 

Sara Coles, MB Witt: Altar Guild 

Natalie Dyer, Karen Saxe: Ushers 

MB Witt: Coffee Hour 


