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Welcome to St. John’s Church 

 
“Ascension of Christ,” Pietro della Vecchia, 1626 

The Seventh Sunday of Easter: 

The Sunday after Ascension Day 

May 17, 2026 

8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
78 Green Hill Road 

Washington, CT 06793 

Parish Office Telephone: (860) 868-2527 

Parish Office Hours: Wednesdays and Fridays, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

St. John’s Email: stjohnschurch@snet.net 

St. John’s Website: http://stjohnswashington.com/ 

St. John’s YouTube Page: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoOwTnqlRss4BT8VwFul4qg 

mailto:stjohnschurch@snet.net
http://stjohnswashington.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoOwTnqlRss4BT8VwFul4qg
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THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

The Liturgy for the Proclamation of the Word of God  

and Celebration of the Holy Communion 

Choral Prelude          Ascendit Deus                           Peter Phillips (c.1561-1628) 

Translation: God is gone up with a merry noise, and the Lord with the sound of the trumpet. He 

gave gifts to humankind. Alleluia.. 

The Call to Worship with the tolling of the church bell 

Opening Hymn # 494  Crown Him with Many Crowns 
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Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ is risen! 

People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Gloria S# 278   Glory to God          Mathias 
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The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 

God be with you. 

People  And also with you. 
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Celebrant  Let us pray. 

The Celebrant says the Collect. 

O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with 

great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us 

your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ 

has gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in 

glory everlasting. Amen. 

The Readings 
INTRODUCTION: In this reading we hear of Jesus’ promise of empowerment for mission by the 

Holy Spirit, after which he is envisioned being lifted up into heaven. 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles (1:6-14) 

When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the 

time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to 

know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took 

him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, 

suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why 

do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from 

you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” Then 

they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, 

a sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the 

room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, 

Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and 

Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting 

themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of 

Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35  the congregation is invited to join in the Refrain 

 

1 Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; * 

let those who hate him flee before him. 
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2 Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; * 

as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 

3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; * 

let them also be merry and joyful. 

4 Sing to God, sing praises to his Name; exalt him who rides upon the heavens; * 

YAHWEH is his Name, rejoice before him! 

5 Father of orphans, defender of widows, * 

God in his holy habitation! 

6 God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into freedom; * 

but the rebels shall live in dry places. 

7 O God, when you went forth before your people, * 

when you marched through the wilderness, 

8 The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain, 

at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, * 

at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 

9 You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; * 

you refreshed the land when it was weary. 

10 Your people found their home in it; * 

in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor. 

33 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; * 

sing praises to the Lord. 

34 He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; * 

he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice. 

35 Ascribe power to God; * 

his majesty is over Israel; his strength is in the skies. 

36 How wonderful is God in his holy places! * 

the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people! Blessed be God! 

INTRODUCTION: In this reading we learn that when Christians find it necessary to suffer for 

their faith, they are to know that they are sharing in Christ’s sufferings. 

A Reading from the First Epistle of Peter (4:12-14; 5:6-11) 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among 

you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice 

insofar as you are sharing Christ's sufferings, so that you may also be glad and 

shout for joy when his glory is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, 

you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on 

you. Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may 

exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 
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Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil 

prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, 

for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the 

same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of 

all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, 

support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the power forever and ever. 

Amen. 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Hymn # 495    Hail, Thou Once Despis’d Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 

Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 



8 
 

INTRODUCTION: In our gospel Jesus asks the Father that his glory may be made fully known 

in his Son, and he prays for his disciples, through whom this glory now shines.  

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

according to St. John (17:1-11) 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your 

Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all 

people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, 

that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 

I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, 

Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence 

before the world existed. “I have made your name known to those whom you gave 

me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept 

your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the 

words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and 

know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am 

asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of 

those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours 

are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, 

but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in 

your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 

After the Gospel, the Reader says 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon         The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Rector 

The Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God,  

begotten, not made,  

of one Being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  
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For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven:  

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the Prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 

Let us offer our prayers in the Name of Jesus, who dwelt among us, died and rose 

again for our salvation, and ascended into the heavenly realm, responding, “Hear 

us, ascended Lord.” 

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the prayers 

+ That we may place our lives in the sacred heart of Jesus, who claims us as his 

own, and reveals his glory through our lives; let us pray. 

Hear us, O ascended Lord. 
 

+ That our hands may feed the poor and tend the sick, that we may create a church 

where all are welcomed and where visitors are seen as blessings, and that we may 

ascend beyond earthly hesitations to grasp the divine inspiration that is implanted 

within us; let us pray. 

Hear us, O ascended Lord. 
 

+ For those who fear the discovery of secret sins and the private guilt that has 

many names, that they may have confidence in the priestly gift of reconciliation, 

the courage to admit their shortcomings, and the greater courage to accept God’s 
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tender forgiveness; let us pray. 

Hear us, O ascended Lord. 
 

+ For an end to violence and abuse, and to all things that harm God’s creation and 

rob humanity of its inherent dignity; let us pray 

Hear us, O ascended Lord. 
 

+ That our President, members of Congress, and those who sit on the Supreme 

Court may take seriously the authority invested in them, leaving partisanship 

behind, and exercising leadership that best responds to the people of our nation and 

world; let us pray. 

Hear us, O ascended Lord. 
 

+ For those who have died, and whom we commend to eternal life, remembering 

especially our own beloved ones who have passed before us; let us pray. 

Hear us, ascended Lord. 
 

In thanksgiving for our families and friends, and for the communion of saints, we 

continue our prayers now either silently in our hearts or aloud in our midst. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who settest the solitary in families: We 

commend to thy continual care the homes in which thy people dwell. Put far from 

them, we beseech thee, every root of bitterness, the desire of vainglory, and the 

pride of life. Fill them with faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, 

godliness. Knit together in constant affection those who, in holy wedlock, have 

been made one flesh. Turn the hearts of the parents to the children, and the hearts 

of the children to the parents; and so enkindle fervent charity among us all, that we 

may evermore be kindly affectioned one to another; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

The Peace 

The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of God be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

The Holy Communion 
The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences of Scripture. 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, 

an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2 

Offertory Anthem God is Gone Up with a Merry Noise    

               William Croft (1678-1727) 
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Text: God is gone up with a merry noise: and the Lord with the sound of the trumpet. O sing 

praises, sing praises unto our God: O sing praises, sing praises unto our King. For God is the 

King of all the earth: sing ye praises with understanding. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

God be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we 

bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken 

away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to 

life again he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our 

voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for 

ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus  Missa Primi Sexti Toni       Giovanni Croce (1557-1609) 

Translation:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

The congregation may wish to sit or kneel for the consecration prayer 

Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 

known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 

spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 

Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to 

be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, 

and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 

into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 

eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 



12 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 

drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People  

We remember his death,  

We proclaim his resurrection,  

We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they 

may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 

sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 

under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Ever-

Blessed Virgin Mary, St. John, our Patron, and all your saints, we may enter the 

everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 

firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.  

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 

glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  
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The Breaking of the Bread S # 154 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

 

 

 

 

Agnus Dei  Missa Primi Sexti Toni       Giovanni Croce (1557-1609) 

Translation:  O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 

Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

INSTRUCTIONS: Those wishing to receive Communion should come forward to the 

Altar rail as directed. Please speak with an Usher if you need to receive Communion in 

the pew. The consecrated host will be placed in the hands or upon the tongue of the 

recipient, as desired. If one wishes intinction, then either the chalice bearer or the 

communicant may take the host and dip it in the wine. Otherwise, communicants may sip 

from the chalice, assisting by taking hold of its base. If the communicant does not wish to 

receive the wine, one can simply cross their arms across their chest so to indicate. Gluten 

free wafers are available. Just ask at the altar rail if you wish one. 

Communion Hymn # 311 Father We Thank Thee Who Hast Planted  
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The People may join in saying this prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual 

food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in 

peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness 

and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing 

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and 
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the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 

you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

Closing Hymn # 483    The Head That Was Once Crowned with Thorns 

 

 

 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Organ Postlude  

 

Worship Ministers Today:  

The Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Hahneman, Celebrant and Preacher 

Tom Brand: Organist & Choirmaster  

Jay Bauer: Reader at 8:00 a.m. 

Karen Saxe: Reader at 10:00 a.m. 

MB Witt: Chalicer 

Laura Daly: Veejay (VJ) 

MB Witt, Corinne Johnson, Camille Gillespie: Altar Guild 

Susan Markert, Corrine Johnson: Coffee Hour Hostesses 
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ST. JOHN’S PROUDLY ANNOUNCES: 

 

Thrifty Church Mouse  

is now open in the Parish House 

Wednesdays & Saturdays 11:00-3:00 

We invite all to “shop until you drop” for clothing, 

housewares, decor, lighting, and more!  

Rated - Best Church Thrift Store in Washington! 


